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A very happy New Year to all our readers!
I am writing this just a few days before Christmas, looking out over our fields
which have, over the past two days, become lakes!  It is quite a few years now since
we have had so much ground water.  Indeed, just a couple of months ago we were
bemoaning the lack of water in the Pang and the fact that the ditches were bone
dry!  All change now and they have filled up with the incessant rain.  
With Christmas approaching both Karen and I have been out and about to check
out various eateries – read the reviews on pages 22-23.  I enjoyed a good seasonal
lunch with my tennis pals at Cobbs at Englefield and it was very good value too.
Back in Pangbourne, a new place has opened - @baxters Café-Kitchen situated
where The Star pub used to be on the Reading Road (opposite Horseshoe Road). It’s
an interesting concept open for breakfast through to early evening with a varied
menu and locally sourced produce, beers and wine.  Denny Baxter-Hill (who also
owns Bagatelle in the village) and her son are the joint patrons and when they have
had a chance to get on their feet, we will do a review.  
Both Karen and I look forward to receiving more contributions for the next issue –
we are committed to continuing to produce the magazine all the time we have the
advertising revenue to do so and whilst you enjoy reading it!  Please let us have
feedback, suggestions, news etc. to our email addresses below.
Jenny Cope – jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
Karen Fountaine – karencoltmoor@talktalk.net

DATE EvEnT TImE

3 Jan Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall 9.30am
3 Jan Coffee Morning – Village Hall 11.00am
8 Jan Parish Council Meeting – Village Hall 8.00pm

7 Feb Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall 9.30am
7 Feb Coffee Morning – Village Hall 11.00am

6 Mar Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall 9.30am
6 Mar Coffee Morning – Village Hall 11.00am

3 Apr Village Walk – Meet at Village Hall 9.30am
3 Apr Coffee Morning – Village Hall 11.00am
23 Apr Village Hall AGM – Village Hall 8.00pm

May Spring Quiz Night – Village Hall TBA 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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vIllAGE HAll nEWS
The Hall continues to be a centre offering regular slots and one-off hirings for a
selection of sporting, recreational and hobby activities. An ongoing programme of
maintenance projects keeps the hall an attractive and useful facility.

In October the traditional Quiz Shield was fought
for by five teams. The shield was once again won
by a team of friends and family from Manor Farm
Lane. The contest was close and the evening was
supplemented with a ploughman’s lunch and
raffle. Thanks to Peter and Joy King and Derry
Rennie-Pyewell for putting the food together, and
to those who donated raffle prizes.

100 ClUb
The following are winners of the remaining monthly draws:

November
1st £25 #107 Les Rollinson Tidmarsh
2nd £15 #49 Jenny Cope Tidmarsh
3rd £10 #190 Peter Hutt Tidmarsh

December
1st £25 #199 Jean Mews Tidmarsh
2nd £15 #155 Kathy Tucker Tidmarsh
3rd £10 #60 Fi Warren-Smith Tidmarsh

January
1st £25 #127 Shashi Gregory Tidmarsh
2nd £15 #146 Sally Poulton Tidmarsh
3rd £10 #20 Rob Evans Sulham
A bonus draw will be made and winners notified soon.

ADvAnCE nOTICE 
23rd April 2020 8pm Village Hall AGM
May 2020 Spring Quiz

If you need to book or enquire about the Village Hall please contact our
Booking Secretary Hilary Innes by phoning 0118 984 2561
or emailing tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.
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TIDmARSH WITH SUlHAm PARISH COUnCIl
Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council is a consultee on all planning applications in
the parishes of Tidmarsh and Sulham, with the final decision being made by West
Berkshire District Council. Whilst the number of applications the Council receives
is limited the decision was made during the summer to schedule a monthly
meeting of the Planning Committee on the second Wednesday of each month at
7.30pm in Tidmarsh Village Hall. Parishioners are very welcomed to attend the
meetings to express their views on any application whether they are objections or
in support of an application. The agenda for the meetings is published on the
parish noticeboards and on the Council’s website www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk

The Council is holding a significant amount of funds from developers’
contributions, previously known as Section 106 and now as CIL (Community
Infrastructure Levy). The Parish Council can spend this on capital projects (rather
than running costs) and are able to pass on the funds to local organisations to
support their capital projects. If you have any ideas of how the funds could be spent
in the parishes please contact the Parish Clerk, Miss Jennie Currie, her contact
details are below.

The next Full Council meeting will be held on 8th January 2020 at 8pm in
Tidmarsh Village Hall and you are welcomed to attend.

Parish Clerk, Miss Jennie Currie: tidmarshwithsulham@gmail.com
or 44 Harrington Close, Newbury, RG14 2RQ

TIDmARSH - nEWbURY FRIDAY bUS SERvICE
A scheduled bus service now operates every Friday from Tidmarsh to Newbury. It
departs around 9am and returns at lunchtime. West Berkshire bus passes are valid,
or the fare is £4.80 return.

The Route 75 service is provided through the Carebus
Volunteer Group (CVG). Their minibus has a
wheelchair lift making the service fully accessible.

Pre-booking is essential as the exact pick-up route can
vary according to demand. Please telephone 0118 930
4837 before 6pm Thursday.

CVG provides minibus and accessible-car transport for elderly, disabled, isolated
and vulnerable people in Tidmarsh and surrounding areas of West Berkshire.

If you would like to know more about CVG, Route 75 or other services, or can offer
any help as a volunteer driver, please visit www.carebuscommunitytransport.org,
call 0118 930 4837, or email carebusct@btconnect.com
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TIDmARSH WITH SUlHAm mACmIllAn COFFEE mORnInG

This year’s Sulham and Tidmarsh Macmillan Coffee morning was attended by
people from both villages and beyond who all enjoyed a morning chatting, catching
up with neighbours and friends whilst enjoying coffee and cake. We raised a
fantastic £257 for Macmillan Cancer Care, a charity that gives invaluable support
to patients and families living with cancer.

Many, many thanks to everyone who attended (and those who could not attend but
who dropped a donation off anyway), the money raised will make a real difference.

POPPY APPEAl 2019                                     
I would like to thank all those who contributed to the Poppy Appeal this year.

A new high of £703.64 was reached
for the village along with The
Greyhound also recording a best yet
total of £90.89. 

The total for the Pangbourne area
was £10,013.26. Thank you once
again for all those who contributed
to this worthwhile cause.

John Harland

Editors Note:
Can I just thank John for taking the time to collect door to door to ensure everyone has
the opportunity to contribute. It is much appreciated John.
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> SANDING & SEALING

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY - PLEASE ASK FOR FULL DETAILS

A FANTASTIC NEW SHOP OPENING 
MID/ LATE SEPTEMBER ON 

PANGBOURNE'S HIGH STREET

> CARPETS & VINYLS
> CURTAINS & BLINDS

> LAMINATES; WOODS & LVT'S
> COIR, SISAL & SEAGRASS

> CARPET CLEANING

12, HIGH ST, PANGBOURNE, BERKS RG87AB
www.classicflooring.co.uk  07828612985                      

THERE WILL BE SOME AMAZING OPENING OFFERS, SO 
PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE & LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK (CLASSIC FLOORING PANGBOURNE) FOR 

FULL DETAILS OF OUR OPENING DATE

FREE FITTING*  FREE PARKING*  FREE ESTIMATES*  

FREE ADVICE    FREE COFFEE    
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A SPECIAl REmEmbRAnCE DAY AT ST. nICHOlAS’ SUlHAm
The Remembrance Day service at St. Nicholas’ Sulham had a special significance
this year. In the churchyard lies Nurse Winifred Burtenshaw, who grew up in
Sulham and who was buried here with full military honours 100 years ago, in
October 1919.

Before the war she helped her mother run a laundry from their home. She had
been trained in First Aid so applied to be a nurse when war came, and as such was
a member of the forces, and wore military uniform. She trained at Basildon House
which had been requisitioned as a hospital for wounded soldiers. Full details of her
military service are not recorded, but she was working at the no. 1 War Hospital in
Reading, later Battle Hospital, at the end of the war, and continued treating the
wounded there afterwards.

Sadly, one of her patients, no doubt deranged by his war experience, attacked her.
She suffered bad wounds requiring surgery and unfortunately died soon
afterwards at the age of 36. She was deemed to have served her county devotedly
and selflessly and was given the honour of a funeral with full military honours.

She had older twin sisters who were both married and
younger brothers. Their families came to Sulham for the
service this Remembrance Day, travelling from Isle of
Wight, Farnham and Didcot. Four generations were
there, one of them wearing his own uniform and
medals. In the act of Remembrance, as well as hearing
the names of all the locals who have died in conflict, a
special time at Winifred Burtenshaw’s grave gave an
opportunity for the family each to lay poppies there in
remembrance.

Current residents of the Parish welcomed the
Burtenshaw family and joined them in honouring
Winifred’s service.

Jacky Brown, Nov 2019

Additional information may be found in Roger Tillock’s “Honoured by Her Country:
Winifred Helen Burtonshaw”, in Reading Borough Libraries Local studies, Berkshire
in the First World War (Goosecroft Piblications 2014) pages 207-218

Imperial War Museum Archives have photos of her, and pictures with her family
are in the Wilder family albums.
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AlDWORTH’S bAzAAR THAnkS
THANK YOU to all who supported Aldworth Saturday Market’s Christmas Bazaar.
Over £1,000 was taken for the four charities supported – an amazingly generous
amount!

Aldworth’s community-run Saturday Market opens weekly from 9.30 to 12.00 in
Aldworth village hall. It may be a small market, but it has a big heart and welcomes
you to have a shop, cuppa and chat and perhaps make some new friends too.

More details on 01635 578090 or check out the Facebook page.

BERRINGTONS
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P S
•  CLEAN, RELIABLE, HAPPY, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  
•  CERTIFICATES ISSUED  •  DISCOUNT ON GROUP BOOKINGS   
•  FULLY INSURANCED

FOR MORE INFORMATION TEL: 01635 813279TIO  FOR MORE INFORMA  ATION TEL:  79 01635 813279TION TEL:

• GENERAL HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS

• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATING

• FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY • SHELVING

• FENCING • GARDEN MAINTENANCE

• LEAKS • DRAFTS • SQUEAKS

• NO JOB TOO SMALL

• MANY JOBS UNDER £50

Call Peter on 07504 266151

16 Childrey Way, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 5EA
Tel 0118 9624571  E: peterspropserv@aol.com
Visit our website on www.ppmhome.co.uk
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ST nICHOlAS CHURCH
The Parish Remembrance Day service was held this year in St Nicholas church. It
was a lovely thought provoking occasion. The regular congregation was this year
joined by the family of Winifred Burtenshaw who died 100 years ago and who was
buried in the churchyard with military honours having been fatally injured in her
work as a VAD nurse.

The collection was sent to BLESMA a charity supporting limbless ex servicemen
that St Nicholas church has helped support for many years.

ST nICHOlAS PATROnAl DAY CAnDlElIT CAROl SERvICE
Jean Rothery led this service telling the story of the events leading to Christ’s birth
with lessons and carols and helping the congregation to stop and think about the
gifts we have been given.

The service was well attended and was followed with social time sharing
refreshments of Mulled wine and mince pies. Huge thanks to everyone who
attended, those who provided the refreshments, the St James choir, Wilma for
playing the organ and Jean for leading such a lovely service.

Finding it difficult
getting to medical

appointments ?

Pangbourne & District Volunteer Centre

0118 984 4586
Weekdays 9:30-11:30am

Registered charity: 276587

• Ashampstead • Basildon • Pangbourne

• Purley • Sulham • Tidmarsh

• Tilehurst (RG31 6xx) • Whitchurch • Whitchurch Hill
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Q1Care Ltd is approved by the Care Quality Commission –  
CQC inspected and rated GOOD 14/9/2016 
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GARDEnInG JObS In JAnUARY

• Prune Wisteria, cutting back summer side-shoots to 2 or 3 buds.

• Prune rose bushes to just above an outward-facing bud, remove crossing or
dead branches.

• Clip old foliage from ornamental grasses to within a few centimetres of the
ground.

• Cut down old stems of perennial plants like Sedum but be careful of any new
growth.

• Remove old Hellebore leaves to make the emerging blooms more visible in
early spring.

• Start chitting (sprouting) early potatoes – place in a bright cool frost-free place
in egg box.

• Begin pruning your apple trees and pear trees, blackcurrant bushes,
gooseberries and redcurrants but avoid very frosty periods.

• Leave plums, cherries and apricots unpruned until the summer as pruning
now will make them prone to silver leaf infections.

• Avoid walking on your lawn when it is blanketed by heavy frost or snow, as this
will damage it.

• Check Dahlia tubers in storage, remove any that are showing signs of rotting.

GARDEnInG JObS In FEbRUARY

• Prune overwintered fuchsias back to one or two buds on each shoot.

• On Winter Flowering Jasmine
cut back previous years growth
to 5cm from the old wood.

• Prune winter flowering shrubs
such as Mahonia and Viburnum
x bodnantense after flowering.

• Lift and divide snowdrops whilst
still ‘in the green’ if you want to
move propogate them.
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• Plant Lilies and Allium bulbs. Sow vegetable seeds eg leeks, onions and celeriac
under cover.

• Prepare vegetable seed beds by removing all weeds and forking in plenty of
compost. Cover prepared soil with sheets of black plastic to keep it drier and
warmer for spring planting.

• Cut autumn-fruiting raspberry canes to the ground to stimulate new canes.
Trim summer-fruiting raspberry canes that have grown beyond the top of their
supports; cut just above a bud.

• Mulch fruit trees with well rotted manure or garden compost – avoid the trunk.

• Soak sweet pea seeds in tepid water overnight before planting them, to speed up
germination.

GARDEnInG JObS In mARCH

Whatever you do in your garden, you must prepare the ground. It has to be
reasonably drained, so if it is waterlogged dig in organic material and grit or sharp
sand to improve drainage. Dig in a 5cm (or more) layer of compost or well rotted
manure into your beds and a general purpose fertiliser such as chicken manure or
fish, blood and bone. Most plants do not like poorly drained soil.

• Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a slow-release fertiliser by lightly forking it
into the soil surface. Identify whether your shrub is ericaceous (acid-loving) and
get special fertiliser and compost e,g, blueberry

• Plant summer-flowering bulbs such as Gladiolus, Lilies and Alliums. Lift and
divide established perennial plants to improve their vigour and create new
plants.  Put plant supports in now so the plants grow up through them. Pot up
begonia tubers that have new leaves.

• Deadhead daffodils as the flowers finish and let the foliage die back naturally.

• Towards the end of March plant your chitted early potatoes outside in the
ground.

• Start sowing winter brassicas in a seed trays in a cold greenhouse.

Alan Maskell looks after gardens in the RG8 area
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THE SAlT PATH bY RAYnOR WInn

This book is a memoir of the author and her
husband Moth's journey along the South
West Coast Path. Their journey begins when
they discover that Moth is terminally ill and
at the same time they feel they have been
betrayed by a close friend resulting in them
losing their much loved family home.

They find themselves penniless and
homeless and make the decision to walk the
630 miles along the South West Coast Path.
With only what they can carry in back
packs, struggling with Moth's illness, the
weather, no money, no plan and to all
intents and purposes no future they set off
on their adventure.

They wild camp in some of the most
beautiful and spectacular scenery in
Britain, meet some good and some less
caring people, and their trip becomes
not just a physical one but a spiritual
one.

The reader travels with them and
discovers how they succeed in the face
of adversity, and of how strong they
become. It also questions how we view
homelessness and the homeless in this
country.

Next read:
The Book Club by C J Cooper

If you would like to come to Sulham
and Tidmarsh book club, please
contact Gillian on 9842729 for details.

Does your house or
garden need an
experienced hand?
Leave it to Alan

Local, Experienced, Creative

• Flower, Shrub & Vegetable beds

• Tree, Hedge & Lawn Trimming

• Fencing, Gates, Sheds

• Cleaning Gutters & General Maintenance

• Painting, Decorating, Tiling

• Flat Pack Assembly, Shelves, Fittings

• Patio renovation and cleaning

0118 984 5326 07954 140048
Email: maskellhandyman@outlook.com

MASKELL HANDYMAN
AND GARDEN CARE

Tidmarsh RG8 8EX

Fully insured    References Available
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Could you make
a difference

in your
neighbourhood ?

Pangbourne & District Volunteer Centre

0118 984 4586
Weekdays 9:30-11:30am

Registered charity: 276587

Drivers needed
to assist with medical appointments

• Mileage reimbursed   • Hours to suit you
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DO YOU NEED A WILL
OR LASTING POWER OF
ATTORNEY?

If so contact Hillhampton Wills, a local, family run company
on 0118 984 3167 or email joanne@hillhamptonwills.com 

Joanne will visit you at your home. Appointments last approximately 1 hour
and can be held during the day, evening or weekend.  

A Single Will costs £150, a pair of Mirror Wills £210,
a single Power of Attorney £250.

For further information visit www.hillhamptonwills.com 

A member of the Institute of Professional WillWriters and fully insured.

H E R A L D
G R A P H I C S

272-274 Elgar Road Sth,
Reading, Berks

RG2 0BZ

For all your printing needs
Our family run business has been established for over twenty
years and has a client base as diverse as their requirements.
Whether you’re an individual or a blue chip company we can
provide for all your printing needs.

• creative services • personal and company stationery

• brochures and leaflets • magazines

• promotional material • personalisation and mail-merging

• digital print for short runs and a quick turnaround

• conventional print • large format and display systems

• finishing • storage and stock management of clients’ stock

For further information, please contact 
Peter (0118) 9311 488 or 

email info@heraldgraphics.co.uk
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THE TAllY HO, EvERSlEY

Fabulous! Fabulous! Fabulous!

We have been visiting this Gastro
Pub/Restaurant over the past few months
and have always been delighted with the
exquisite food and excellent service . . .
so much so, that we even held our
Family Christmas Meal here.

The Scallops with Chorizo and homemade Crab cakes are a particular favourite,
especially if accompanied by a glass of Sauvignon Blanc. The steaks and homemade
game pies are also prepared to a very high standard. 

To follow, there is a varied list of puddings and desserts, but for me, the local
cheese board served with a Tawny Port, is the perfect end to an enjoyable and
relaxing meal.

The Tally Ho also offers a wide range of local craft beers and ciders, along with an
interesting selection of soft drinks.

Due to the obvious popularity of this historic country venue, it is advisable to book
in advance.

COzzE (PAnGbOURnE)

Part of a small local chain of three Italian
themed Restaurants, Cozze, Pangbourne
is colourful, smart and contemporary.

The menu is varied, if a little over
extensive, but could certainly provide
value for money for families or larger
parties.

Our starters and main courses, were a little bland in taste, but were very well
presented and served by a delightful waitress, who went out of her way to make us
feel welcome.

An ideal place to meet up for after work drinks, or to host a large celebration.



RESTAURAnT AnD CAFÉ REvIEW

23

DRAGOnFlY CAFÉ, DInTOn PASTURES

Due to the nature of my work, I often
have occasion to visit this area of
Reading and find the Dragonfly Café
the ideal place to hold small meetings
or to catch up with colleagues. Set in a
beautiful nature reserve, this friendly,
well managed café is worth visiting at
any time of the year.

Speciality coffees, home-made cakes
and light lunches are served until 3pm.
Along with take away soups, sandwiches and small picnic boxes, for weekends and
school holidays.

A delightful family and dog friendly venue, which further enhances its local
popularity.

The Saint Clements and Banana Cream sponge cake, are delicious, especially when
accompanied with a Mocha coffee . . . !

THE COOk HOUSE DElI, WAllInGFORD

A delightful find in the centre of
Wallingford. This new family run Deli
(with connections to Pangbourne) hosts a
wonderful range of local produce. Which
includes a varied charcuterie section along
with new and unusual local cheeses (which
potential customers are invited to sample)
you will also find, some carefully selected
artisan gifts along with a good selection of
local craft beers and ciders.

The shop feels welcoming and the owners
are very helpful and friendly, it is obvious
that they genuinely care about their customers and do their best, to provide a
positive shopping experience.

Karen Fountaine
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It’s been a busy term so far with a lot taking place both within school and outside the
classrooms on various trips and visits.

We were delighted to welcome Bassistry Arts back to school for their annual visit.
Marcel and Philippe put on music workshops for each class, then we finished with an
assembly at which parents were invited to watch their children perform and to play
’Name that tune’ which rounded the day off nicely. This is one of the many enrichment
activities throughout the school year which are generously funded by the PTA.

Miss Lock from Berkshire Maestros comes in to teach
our Year 3/4 children the fife. They have a free lesson
each week and will soon be able to take their
instruments home to practise. We can all look forward
to hearing them in the end of term music concert.

Our pupils sang songs and read prayers and poems for our Harvest Festival which was
held in St Mark’s at the end of September. Parents donated tins, packets and boxes of
food which were taken to PACT in Reading to help out families who have fallen on hard
times. Some of our pupils also sang at the church’s own festival.

The NSPCC have visited us this term to give the children workshops on how to keep
safe. As part of our work with them we went on a whole-school sponsored scavenger
hunt in the Englefield deer park. All money raised was sent off to the NSPCC to help
them to continue the great work they do to help children.

Six of our Year 4 pupils are attending regular literacy enrichment sessions at Theale
Green School led by a member of staff and supported by Year 8 pupils. The children are
working on the text ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo. “We had lots of fun when
we did a challenge to identify the different genres.” Jennifer

We are delighted that our pupils’ artwork is on display in Theale library. The library
kindly hosted an event where parents could go and look at the artwork whilst chatting
over a coffee and a biscuit.

Our Year 6 pupils recently completed their Bikeability training which is aimed ensuring
they are safe cyclists on the road. This is really important for this group or children as
many of them will start cycling to school next year when they move on to their
secondary schools.

We have had a super start to the football season!
Our Englefield team played a friendly training match against
Bradfield. Good determination, team spirit and excellent use of
football skills learnt in school and at clubs secured a 2-0
victory. The team stayed focused throughout the match –
keeping their formation and strategy. A special mention must go to Isabella who
represented Girls Football! All classes also had a great deal of fun at our skipping
workshops and we now have various skipping activities going on at break times. 



EnGlEFIElD CE PRImARY SCHOOl

25

The children in Year 5/6 enjoyed ‘an amazing time’ in Rhos y Gwaliau in North Wales.
Highlights included canoeing, gorge-walking, mountain walks, climbing and visiting a
slate mine with an underground lake on which they rowed a boat. Each day was action-
packed and the evenings were filled with problem-solving activities in the dark, a night

walk and a really successful talent show. The food was good
and they slept brilliantly . . . this is the first time we have had
to wake everyone up!! Mrs Watts has already seen better
quality writing as a result of the trip . . . having a range of
exciting and enriching experiences gives pupils something
tangible and stimulating to write about. However the benefit

of these trips goes beyond the learning that is no doubt involved. Confidence-building,
teamwork, a feeling of self-worth and the enjoyment and appreciation of the wonders of
the world around them are just some of the added extras. They also provide the lasting
memories from childhood. 

On November 5th, Years 5 and 6 visited The Houses of Parliament. They had a tour,
listened to a debate and had a workshop in which they met up with John Redwood and
our very own Richard Benyon on his last day. The children always love this trip and it
gives them great ideas for their writing once they return to school.

The parents of our youngest children recently enjoyed their first ‘Stay and Play’ session.
The classroom was full of people and many, many poppies were coloured, painted and
cut out!

Four of our Year 4 children spent the morning at Pangbourne College for a special
Design Technology session. They worked in the DT workshops and made bug hotels
which we are going to hang up in our playground.

Our pupils have just finished packing 24 boxes full of
gifts which we are giving to Operation Christmas
Child. We took part in the scheme as part of our links
with St Mark’s church.

In amongst all the activities for this term, we had a visit from Ofsted. The pupils did us
proud and the report is full of really positive comments about the education we provide.
I am delighted to say that in Ofsted terms we remain a ’good’ school. The link to our
inspection report is available on our website. 

Our performed brilliantly in the Junior Music Festival at The Hexagon at the end of
November. We were delighted that 3 of our pupils were chosen to perform solo parts.

Finally, an update on Pebbles . . .
he has started his hibernation in Mrs Latimer’s fridge and will stay
there until the end of February.

We are now in the full Christmas spirit and enjoying carol-singing
and Nativity Plays . . . a favourite time of the year for many of our pupils and staff.
We would like to wish all of you a peaceful and joyous Christmas period.
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COnTInUED . . .
Sulham & Tidmarsh in W.W.11

War Time Changes in Sulham & Tidmarsh by Jean Harland

The war brought many changes not just to Sulham and Tidmarsh but to many
areas surrounding the two villages.  Here are just some of them.

As previously mentioned the aerodrome at Theale was established in the early part
of the war, but over in Woodley at the Miles Aircraft Factory more than 5,000
planes were built whilst those that had been damaged on active service were either
repaired or rebuilt. It was here of course that the famous pilot of the Second World
War Douglas Bader lost his legs in 1931 

Other airfields soon sprang up such as in Aldermaston in 1942. This was used by
the USAAF and became a major troop-carrying airfield, today of course it is known
as AWRE. Over in Greenham Common, NR Newbury this airfield also was used by
the American Airforce   

Shinfield Park in 1941 became the home of The Royal Airforce Training Command
on its Formation

H.M.S. Dauntless at Burgfield was a training camp for the Women’s’ Royal Naval
Service which continued until it’s closure in 1981.

Arborfield was the army garrison where many hundreds of soldiers passed
through, likewise Brock Barracks in Reading at the time the home of the Royal
Berkshire Regiment. In Tilehurst Raniket Camp, became a 10-week training centre
on first joining the army. Today many of these camps are no longer recognisable as
most have been turned into large housing developments

In Reading the B.B.C moved to Caversham Park in 1942 and from 1943 the
Monitoring Service was operating there. Down in Streatley the Royal College of
Veterinary Surgeons moved there from Edinburgh for the duration.

But closer to home Basildon Park was used by the U.S Airborne Division as they
trained for the D Day landings and later on in the large grounds surrounding the
Park huts were built to house the Italian P.O.W’s.

On the farms in the area the Women’s Land Army became a familiar sight and for
many it was quite a change from working in a warm office or shop especially when
in the wet and cold of winter they had to be out in all weathers in the fields
harvesting mangolds and potatoes. Many had to learn to drive a tractor, milk cows
and on some farms the big shire horses were still used. Quite a big change if you
were a city lass. But they always seemed a cheerful crowd.
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Several large businesses moved to the countryside such as Tate & Lyle who
transferred their head office to Maidenhatch with some of their senior staff living
in cottages in the grounds.

Many small businesses in the area were taken over for the making of munitions
but the largest of these was at Goring Heath where large buildings were built in the
woods so hopefully they could not be seen so easily from the air. This
establishment employed hundreds of civilians, some going there when they
reached school-leaving age. Special buses from Pangbourne and other villages in
the area were laid on to enable them to work in this out of the way place. In
Pangbourne a nursery was set up for children from birth to five and this allowed
young mothers to do war work. The hours at the Munitions Factory were long and
so the nursery remained open from seven in the morning until six in the evening.

Today all that remains in the woods are just some concrete bases where the sheds
once stood.

Sulham & Tidmarsh in World War 11
As the war progressed more changes and events take place in the two villages 

During the early part of the war there was much Military presence around the two
villages. The Army for billeting soldiers requisitioned the Mill House and the Old
Grange in Tidmarsh. Not just for British soldiers but other nationalities that were
helping us to fight the war. And of course when America joined forces with us who
could forget the G.I’s. They proved a delight to the youngsters as they always had
plenty of sweeties to give away and the slogan ‘Got any gum chum’ was often heard.
Also too the young females were enchanted with them, but not so our own fighting
forces especially if they were serving overseas and rather resented them with their
flash smart uniforms, nylon stockings and cigarettes to give away. As they
remarked ‘They were over paid, over sexed, and over here.’ Many girls in the area
became G.I brides and after the war sailed off to America to begin a new life, but
not all found it the wonderful life they had been promised. Sulham had just one
G.I. bride.

The Army used Sulham woods, copses and fields to train with mock battles using
dummy ammunition, (the explosions were very realistic) so it was not unusual to
find them jump the garden fence,and run through to the fields at the back of our
house. This did not go down well with my Grandmother who would shake her fist
at them for treading on the vegetables, but as they told her on the way past ‘Sorry
Ma there’s a war on’ I guess they couldn’t worry about a few old cabbages.

I remember also some mornings as I cycled to school finding at the end of Sulham
Lane and parked on the grass verges were, Army Lorries, Tanks, Jeeps and other
assorted war time vehicles as they carried out their manoeuvres. Set up in one of



JEAn HARlAnD’S EARlY mEmORIES OF WORlD WAR 2

28

the fields would be their camp kitchen and the smell of breakfast cooking was
lovely. Coming home again in late afternoon they had all moved on and in a day or
so another lot would take their place.

Another event that took place happened one Wednesday afternoon when a lone
German Dornier Plane decided to bomb Reading. It was a bad raid with many
killed. In some ways it was lucky that it happened to be early closing day or the
casualties would have been greater but many buildings took a direct hit.  Those in
the line of fire were the Town Hall, St Laurence Church, Wellsteads (now
Debenhams) and a well-known café called The Peoples Pantry, which was busy
with office workers at the time. I well remember being in school and hearing the
explosions as the bombs hit. Another sight was seeing bullet holes from machine
gun fire on the roof and sides of the bus as it drew into the bus stop in Pangbourne

One final memory happened one evening around nine o’clock. Suddenly we heard
a terrific explosion. This was strange, as no siren had sounded however on
venturing outside the sky over Pangbourne was a brilliant red. Several of the
village men (Father included) got on their bikes and pedalled off in that direction
(probably not the wisest thing to do, as they knew not what it was). They returned
with the news that a plane had crashed and burst into flames in a field between the
Sulham Lane and Pangbourne. It turned out to be a British plane from a near by
wartime airfield on a nightime training excersize. No bombs were on board but it
was carrying other ammunition, which on impact was exploding. Sadly all seven
members of crew were killed     

Sulham & Tidmarsh in World War 11
New residents join our Villages and Victory at last

When the bombing of London began to be a nightly occurrence many of those who
were better off  fled to the countryside to find properties to rent. One couple I
remember well who rented Sulham Farm House was an artist, his wife and his
elderly mother. With them they brought their Czechoslovakian maid and their
English Springer Spaniel. The maid was really their cook so they were looking for
someone to help with the housework. As we still had our evacuee at the time and
another mouth to feed (the allowance of  (10/6 i.e. 50/2½p today) she received did
not stretch very far) so she applied and soon got the job. The maid whose name was
Ella Rosenburg got on well with my mother even though her English was somewhat
limited. She often came to tea with us on her day off so meal times could be quite
amusing. She had a brother, a violinist and a great friend of Yehudi Menuhin. Sadly
she had not heard from for a long time and I often wonder when the war ended if
she ever found him again. As for the spaniel (whose name I can’t remember) I was
given the task of taking him for walks each day for which I received 10/- (50p)
weekly. Riches indeed in those days.
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Another two residents to arrive in Sulham were Swiss brothers with their elderly
employer who rented Purley Hall Lodge on the Sulham Lane. Their names were
Maxi & Willie, but were very different in character. Maxi was very shy and quiet
but not so Willie. Between them they cooked, cleaned, did the gardening and in
general looked after the old Gent whom we seldom saw. But in the evening when
their chores were over for the day, whilst Maxi stayed at home, no doubt to keep
the old man company, Willie would get on his Bicycle and pedal round the village
to find someone to chat to, as on a summer evening most men would be in busy
their gardens. He also loved to sing as he rode along and his favourite tune was a
popular war time song “Ma I miss your apple pie” you could hear him before he
came into view.

But the most memorable resident of all was a lovely lady who lived in Keepers
Cottage between the two villages. Mrs David was a middle-aged lady, who somehow
managed to apply and get an extra sugar ration to enable her to make and sell
home-made sweets from her cottage. As you can imagine this soon became very
popular and everyone saved up their sweet ration to be first in the queue when the
new month’s coupons were due. Many people who had been evacuated here in the
early days of the war but were now back home in the cities would come down by
train and make it a days outing, so the queues would stretch for quite away along
the road. If you went into her small kitchen when she was making the sweets the
smell was wonderful. As children we found it difficult to choose what to have as we
were only allowed a quarter of a pound per week, but she was always very patient
with us and let us take our time. The names of some of the sweets I recall were
Satin Cushions, Barley Sugar Twists, Pink & White Coconut Ice, Chocolates
decorated with little violets, various flavoured Fudge and much more. It was a sad
day for us when she retired and moved away.

Then at last the day arrived in 1945 when peace was declared. V.E. day. We had
waited so long for it. Of course it would be another year before the war in Japan
was won, but it was a great relief to every one there would no longer be the threat
of bombing or invasion. I don’t recall quite how we celebrated, but I’m sure we did.
I know we unearthed the ancient Union Jack (or Flag as it is now called) from the
cupboard under the stairs where it had gathered dust with rest of the junk that
might come in handy one day. But it was hung on the front of the house with pride 

I hope those who have read my memories of our two small villages in wartime and
the part they played, have found it of interest. For myself I have looked back on
period that at times was often very frightening.  However in spite of it all there
were good times as well as bad, some of them even funny, but above all it was a
time that should never be forgotten.

Jean Harland
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Thank you to all who came to my 90th Birthday Party on October 29th, and for the
many cards and good wishes I received. As  you know I did not wish for gifts but if
desired a small donation to the Thames Valley Air Ambulance  would be most
welcome, and the result was a huge £500.00, fantastic. So thank you all so much. 
A big thank you also to Stuart and the team from the Greyhound for the super
Buffet they laid on and everyone so enjoyed.
And finally a thank you to my husband of 64 years who organised the whole event. 
Thank you once again       
Jean  Harland
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“nEWbURY CAnCER CARE TARGETS ExPAnSIOn”
Newbury Cancer Care (NCC) is now ready to build on the success of its major
project over recent years creating the Greenham Trust Wing at West Berkshire
Community Hospital. This huge project was launched jointly with Newbury and
Thatcham Hospital Building Trust as the Rosemary Appeal and as a result of the
wonderful generosity of the local community, the new wing and a CT scanner are
now fully functional. NCC is the parent charity for the Greenham Trust Wing and
Rosemary Centre.  

Following discussions with members of the local Clinical Commissioning Group,
Cancer Leads, Healthwatch and other charities NCC is developing a programme to
further enhance services which will help people with cancer at all stages. We would
welcome contact from anyone who has had treatment for cancer, to advise us of
gaps in the support that they experienced, so that we may develop our provision to
better help those affected. 

The local community has always supported the work of NCC, and over the last
four years our focus has been concentrated on the Rosemary Appeal to build the
magnificent new wing. To assist our developing plans we would welcome offers
of support whether it be, by becoming a Trustee, a volunteer driver or arranging
an event to help raise funds – please contact Helen Milroy at
office@newburycancercare.org or phone 01635 31542 if you can help.
NCC needs your support to continue its amazing work.

NCC was founded as The Newbury & District Cancer Care Trust in 1984 and has
provided enhanced services mainly for people with cancer, but also for some with
end of life problems other than cancer.  The charity continues to support people in
the whole of West Berkshire. Briefly, NCC funded and maintains the four Rainbow
Rooms in the community hospital, provides transport to hospital appointments etc
by our wonderful volunteer drivers, supports physiotherapy, counselling,
complementary therapy and can give grants in cases of hardship and also supports
education programmes for doctors, nurses and allied professionals Further
information is on the website https://www.newburycancercare.org.uk
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Advice and Support
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew St, Newbury 01635 516 605

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am 0118 984 4586

Ecclesiastical
The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne

with Tidmarsh and Sulham (PTS)

Rector of Pangbourne with 
Tidmarsh and Sulham
Reverend Heather Parbury
The Rectory, St James Close, 
Pangbourne 0118 984 2928

rector@pangbournechurches.info

Church Administrator
Vanessa Saunders
Church office open 
Tuesday and Friday 
12.00-3.00pm 0118 984 5066

admin@pangbournechurches.info

Church Wardens for St James, Pangbourne;
St Laurence, Tidmarsh; St Nicholas, Sulham
Jill Palfrey 0118 984 2698
Julia Sheppard 0118 956 1820

PCC Treasurer
Stephen Billyeald 0118 981 3368

PCC Secretary
Helen Hopwood 07733 106020

Emergencies 999
All non-emergencies 101
Floodline 0345 988 1188

Government

MP for Reading West
Alok Sharma (Conservative) 0118 945 4881

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) 0118 942 8001
Rick Jones (Conservative) 0118 962 3793

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors
Jonathan Pearson (Chairman) 0118 984 4837
Steve Webb (Vice Chairman) 0118 984 4194
Jon Chishick 0118 984 3666
Colin Pawson 0118 984 2619
Andrew Madden 
Sima Elliot 07720 469 316

Parish Magazine Committee
Jenny Cope (editor) 0774 777 5900
Gillian Alderton 0118 984 2729
John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621
Jennifer Nutt 0118 984 2370
Karen Fountaine 07867 854420

medical

The Boathouse Surgery
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234

NHS Direct 0845 46 47

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office 0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury) 01635 42400

Parish clerk and responsible
financial officer
Jennie Currie
44 Harrington Close, Newbury,
Berkshire RG14 2RQ 01635 580 190

tidmarshwithsulham@gmail.com

Parish councillors
Jonathan Pearson (chairman) 0118 984 4837
Steven Webb (vice chairman) 0118 984 4194
Colin Pawson (chairman of planning
working group) 0118 984 2619
John Chishick 0118 984 3666
Sima Elliot simaelliot@hotmail.com
Andrew Madden

andrew.john.madden@gmail.com

District councillor
Gareth Hurley 07515 624899

or gareth.hurley1@westberks.gov.uk
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Public Transport

Rail Travel
First Great Western 08457 000 125
National Rail Enquiries 08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50

Bus Travel
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725
Reading Buses 0118 959 4000
Newbury Buses 01635 567500
Thames Travel 01491 837988

Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info 0871 200 22 33

Scouts and Girl Guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett 0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall 01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall 01635 48765

village Hall Committee
Alan Maskell 0118 984 5326
Hall Bookings (Hilary Innes) 0118 984 2561
Emergency Contact 07954 140048
Email: tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

West berkshire District Council
Main switchboard 01635 42400
Streetcare 01635 519080
Planning applications 01635 519111

We welcome all advertisements,

articles and letters submitted for

inclusion in the magazine but the

editor reserves the right to refuse,

alter or amend material for any

reason. The editor accepts no

responsibility for, nor necessarily

agrees with, views expressed in 

such submissions.

Please email any items, 

including photographs, for the 

next edition of magazine to

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

by 1st February at the latest. 

Whilst we make every effort to ensure

the accuracy of the information

printed in this magazine, the editor

cannot accept responsibility for the

consequences of any errors or

omissions that may occur.

ADvERTISInG

If you would like to advertise 

in our magazine, please call 

Jenny Cope on 0118 984 4671 

or send an email to

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

12 mOnTHS
(4 issues)

Full page:  £125.00

Half page:  £75.00

Quarter page:  £50.00

Please send your advert details 

or changes to

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
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