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Editorial

A word from The Editor...
A very happy new year to all our readers… 

Despite your editor heading off for warm and (hopefully) sunny climes for Christmas, 
the editorial team have managed to ensure that the Winter issue of the magazine is 
delivered on time! My thanks to Tina Shorter for producing the layout in record time 
to achieve our printing deadline. 

As I write this (7th December) the weather is still very mild (13 degrees) and we have 
been continuing to mow our lawns here on a weekly basis. I think this must be a 
record, I don’t remember the grass still growing in December before. We also still have 
leaves on many of our trees so the leaf sweeping and clearing seems to be dragging on. 
Bulbs are sprouting too – the plants really do not know where they are! What we need 
is a good week of sharp frosts and chilly nights to put everything to bed properly until 
Spring arrives!

This issue I was hoping to have a write up on our lovely new Tidmarsh bus shelter 
and news of planning matters but I am afraid this will have to wait until the next 
issue; but we do have lots of lovely local news, in particular, John and Jean Harland 
who celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary in October (see Page 6). Some 
of you will have been fortunate to view Jean Harland’s collection of photographs 
and postcards of Tidmarsh and Sulham, from late Victorian times to the present day, 
when they were exhibited at The Friends of St Laurence Social Evening in the church 
in September. If you would like the opportunity to see them, Jean would be happy for 
you to visit her. Just telephone her on 0118 984 2736 to arrange a convenient time to 
call in to ‘Bon Ami’ in Tidmarsh to view them.

This issue’s beautiful cover photograph was taken by Jane Butler who has kindly 
allowed us to reproduce it.

Jenny Cope – Editor

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

0774 777 5900. 

Follow me on twitter @jennifercope10
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Village Hall News

Village Quiz
On Saturday October 10th the village hall was 
once again full with a large selection of teams 
vying for the Tidmarsh vs Sulham Annual 
Quiz trophy. A Tidmarsh team won by a small 
margin, closely chased by a Sulham team. 

This event has become a community highlight 
with this year over 40 parishioners and friends 
attending. Thanks are due to Quizmasters 
John and Annette Chiswick who have 
compiled year on year an evenly balanced mix 
of challenging and accessible questions.

The ploughmans supper and raffle provided 
an opportunity to socialise and add to the 
bonhomie and sense of fun that this occasion 
provides. The 100 club draws were also made, 
another popular village hall fund-raising 
initiative. Details of winners are shown on 
page 5.
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Village Hall News

100 club

Thanks to all participants as these funds are important to keep the village hall 
facilities up to date.

If you have any ideas for community events please contact chairman Alan Maskell on 
0118 984 5326

Hiring the Village Hall 
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire. For information on 
availability and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise Randell, on 
07745 243097 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

Sept                    Oct 

1st £25 59 Hogevold Tidmarsh 1st £25 57 Hogevold Tidmarsh 

2nd £15 230 Rob & Alison Evans Sulham 2nd £15 59 Hogevold Tidmarsh 

3rd £10 107 Warren Rutherford Tidmarsh 3rd £10 125 Helen Hooper Tidmarsh 

 

Nov                Dec 

1st £25 48 Lucy Clow Sulham 1st £25 66 Jean Harland Tidmarsh 

2nd £15 201 Fran Wakefield Tidmarsh 2nd £15 223 J. Sarjent Sulham 

3rd £10 134 John Butler Tidmarsh 3rd £10 97 WE. Pullen Tidmarsh 
 

Jan 

1st £25 230 Rob & Alison Evans Sulham 

2nd £15 69 Francois Durand Tidmarsh 

3rd £10 136 CathyTucker Tidmarsh 
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Village Round-Up

Congratulations
Jean and John Harland celebrated their Diamond wedding anniversary in October.

They were married in St Nicholas church, Sulham 60 years ago on Jean’s birthday. To 
celebrate the occasion they hosted a party for family and friends in The Greyhound, 
Tidmarsh. Seen in the pictures are; Jean and John with the delicious cake made for 
them by Sally White and the telegram congratulating them from the queen.

We wish them more many happy years together.
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Village Round-Up

St Nicholas Church
Thank you to all the lovely people from Sulham who spent a Sunday afternoon in 
November helping with the autumn tidy-up of the churchyard.

Flower Rota
The St Nicholas church committee would like to say a huge thank you to Sally, 
Dorothy, Rosemary and Lucy from Sulham who have all offered to help the ladies on 
the flower rota with making flower arrangements for the church from time to time. 

Cleaning Rota
We are looking for another one or two volunteers to take a turn with helping to keep 
the church clean. If you could spare an hour once every other month please contact 
Gill on 984 4122 or Gillian on 984 2729.

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Thank you to everyone who attended the coffee morning in Tidmarsh Village Hall to 
raise funds for Macmillan Cancer care. We raised a fantastic £164.50p.

Annual Poppy Appeal
This year’s collection in Tidmarsh was £471.64 and The Greyhound was £41.92.  This 
is an excellent response from the village and thanks to all who contributed.

John Harland

The answer to this issue’s “Where is this?”
Just look up at the windows of St Nicholas Church, 
Sulham. All have corbels of a variety of different faces, 
as shown in this picture of the window at the foot of 
the northern side of the church tower.
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Village Round-Up

December Coffee Morning
December’s Coffee Morning was a special Chistmas themed village social gathering. 
Mince pies, Chistmas cake, all sorts of biscuits were brought along for everyone to 
enjoy with a cup of coffee or tea to wash it all down. The monthly coffee morning is 
held on the first Friday of each month from around 11 am to 12 in the village hall , 
there is no charge and all are welcome.



Parish Magazine Winter 2015       9

Where is This?
Do you recognise them?

Emergency Contacts
Advice from emergency services is to enter ICE – ‘In Case of Emergency’ in to your 
contacts list on your mobile phone with your Next Of Kin (NOK) details.

Also, if your phone has a Health App (iPhones do) you can enter medical conditions, 
medications, allergies and NOK contact numbers. Emergency services can access this 
information even if your phone is locked. 

These simple measures could save your life!
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Notes from the Sul

Notes From The Sul
We all know, and surely admire, the wonderful and interesting chimneys adorning 
buildings on the street in Tidmarsh, but perhaps Sulham is not too far behind in that 
department.

Here chimneys range from ultra-
modern to massive brickwork.

If modernising, try pushing the modern 
up the old. If that has already been done, 
attach it to the side of the original.

Some are content simply to show off 
their superb brickwork.
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Notes from the Sul

For others something far more fancy is 
required.

It really is a matter of choice, perhaps driven by whimsy on top of the technical 
requirements for a good fire.

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul
and let us see what we shall see

Richard Thomas
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Local People

Jeanette Mayer 
It was with great sadness that we heard recently that 
Jeanette Mayer, a former resident of Tidmarsh, had died 
very suddenly after a short illness in Australia.

Jeanette and Alan lived at Shelton Farm with their four 
children. They were involved in the community, both as 
Scout and Wolf Club leaders and in taking leading roles 
in the parish of St Laurence, Tidmarsh. Alan was Church 
Warden for many years and Jeanette was secretary of the 
Parochial Church Council.

For several years Jeanette was the finance officer at 
Pangbourne Primary School.

When their children were teenagers, Alan and Jeanette 
moved from Shelton Farm to Maybough House in Dark 
Lane, Tilehurst. This move enabled the family to have 
access to public transport, so their parents were not 
constantly on taxi duty!

When Alan retired in 2003 they moved to Robina, 
Queensland, Australia to live near their son, Jonathan 
and his wife Fiona and their four small children.

Jeanette’s funeral was on November 30th in Robina, but 
the family are hoping to have a Memorial service in St 
Laurence, Tidmarsh in the Spring. 

If anyone would like details of the date and time, please get in touch with either

Julia Sheppard (0118 956 1820) or Jennifer Nutt (0118 984 2370)
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Can You Help?

Pang Valley Barn Owl Group
The Group operates throughout West Berkshire with most of the activity in the Pang 
and Kennet Valleys. Barn owls need good habitat to prosper and this means rough 
grassland where their main prey species, the short-tailed vole, can breed successfully.

The group was set up around 15 years ago, when about 40 nest boxes were installed in 
the Pang Valley, including boxes in Tidmarsh and Sulham. Over the years, more boxes 
have been added and there are now 140 boxes. Volunteers are divided into teams of 
two or three with each team looking after 10 to 20 boxes. Barn owls are late breeders 
and this means that most of the box surveying is done in the summer months of 
June, July and August. Successful breeding depends on availability of food and this 
can vary considerably from year to year. Last year was the most successful year ever, 
when 173 barn owl chicks were estimated to have flown from the nest boxes. This 
year was less successful, with only 31 chicks having fledged.

Outside of the summer breeding season a small team of enthusiastic volunteers carry 
out maintenance work and put up new boxes.

If you are interested in getting involved with barn owl work you need to be physically 
fit as some boxes are some distance from roads and ladder carrying and climbing are 
necessary. 

If you would like to give barn owling a try then contact John Dellow at jbdellow@
gmail.com for the Kennet Valley and surrounding areas and Cathy McEwan at 
catherine_j_mcewan@fsmail.net for the Pang Valley and surrounding areas.
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Restaurant Review

The Pantry
The Square, Yattendon
When it was suggested by a member of the local book club that it may be worth 
trying The Pantry at Yattendon, I was expecting little more than a simple tearoom. 
How wrong I was. Here is another eating place that Rosemary and I are very pleased to 
recommend. 

The Pantry was opened only last June. It is undoubtedly already proving very popular, 
certainly if how busy it was at lunchtime on a wet Thursday is anything to go by. We 
reckoned a maximum of 24 could be served and were lucky that another couple were 
leaving as we arrived. Our immediate feeling was that here is a delightful place to eat, 
run by someone who knows exactly what is required. So it turned out to be … and so 
much more than just a tearoom.

We were offered a bowl of soup (also available to take away for £5.95) or seven 
interesting light lunches, priced between £5.50 and £7.00. 

For an additional £5 you may help yourself 
to the selection of colourful and delicious 
salads. 

Another option is one of their excellent 
sandwiches or Panini.

I was delighted with my grilled chorizo 
sausage with butterbean cassoulet. Rosemary 
equally enjoyed her salt and pepper squid 
with wilted leaves and sweet chilli. A nice 
touch was that the half lemon served with 
her dish had been seared, making it most 
attractive and easy to squeeze. I would also 
mention that Rosemary’s tap-water had been infused with cucumber. 

What a nice experience. 

The Pantry is open Monday to Friday (closed on Sunday) for morning coffee, light 
lunches and afternoon teas. You could start (at 8.30) with an excellent cup of coffee 
(I mean it, the coffee is excellent) and a croissant or pain-chocolat before moving on 
to lunch (12.00 till 2.30) and finishing (by 5.00) with a speciality tea or hot chocolate 
and home-made cake.

On Saturdays (9.00 ‘til 4.00) The Pantry serves a really interesting-sounding brunch: 
we really must try it sooner rather than later. 

In addition they sell specialty teas, coffees and hot chocolates, spiced vinegars, local 
honey, home-made chutneys and more. 

Richard Thomas
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Restaurant Review

The Pantry Cafe & Kitchen
The Square

Yattendon RG18 0UF
01635 202202

www.thepantryyattendon.co.uk

We stock delicious local, British & Continental cheeses 
as well as a wide range of delicatessen products. We’re 
proud to support small artisan producers. 
 
We pride ourselves on our customer service and are 
dedicated to providing cheese at its very best. 
 
Find us on Facebook – The Pangbourne Cheese Shop - 
or follow us on Twitter @PangCheeseShop 
 
Come and visit us at 17 Reading Road, Pangbourne. 
 

 
 

www.pangbournecheeseshop.co.uk 
0118 984 3323 
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Gardening January–March by Alan Maskell

January
Prune Wisteria, cutting back summer side-shoots to 2 or 3 buds.

Prune rose bushes to just above an outward-facing bud, remove crossing or dead 
branches.

Clip old foliage from ornamental grasses to within a few centimetres of the ground.

Cut down old stems of perennial plants like Sedum but be careful of any new growth.

Remove old Hellebore leaves to make the emerging blooms more visible in early 
spring.

Start chitting (sprouting) early potatoes – place in a bright cool frost-free place in egg 
box

Begin pruning your apple trees and pear trees, blackcurrant bushes, gooseberries 
and redcurrants but avoid very frosty periods

Leave plums, cherries and apricots unpruned until the summer, as pruning now will 
make them susceptible to silver leaf infections.

Avoid walking on your lawn when it is blanketed by heavy frost or snow, as this will 
damage it.

Check Dahlia tubers in storage, remove any that are showing signs of rotting.

Mist house plants regularly; stand them on a tray of pebbles filled with water to 
increase humidity.

February
Prune overwintered fuchsias back to one or two buds on each shoot.

On Winter Flowering Jasmine cut back previous year’s growth to 5cm from the old 
wood

Prune winter flowering shrubs such as Mahonia and Viburnum x bodnantense after 
flowering

Lift and divide snowdrops whilst still ‘in the green’ if you want to move propagate 
them.

Move deciduous trees or shrubs, provided the soil is not frozen or waterlogged.

Plant Lilies and Allium bulbs. 

Sow vegetable seeds eg leeks, onions and celeriac under cover.

Prepare vegetable seed beds by removing all weeds and forking in plenty of compost. 
Cover prepared soil with sheets of black plastic to keep it drier and warmer for spring 
planting.

Cut autumn-fruiting raspberry canes to the ground to stimulate new canes. Trim 
summer-fruiting raspberry canes that have grown beyond the top of their supports; 
cut just above a bud
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Gardening January–March by Alan Maskell

Mulch fruit trees with well-rotted manure or garden compost – don’t mulch up 
around the trunk.

Soak sweet pea seeds in tepid water overnight before planting them, to speed up 
germination.

March
Whatever you do in your garden, you must prepare the ground. It has to be reasonably 
drained, so if it is waterlogged dig in organic material and grit or sharp sand to improve 
drainage. Dig in a 5cm (or more) layer of compost or well rotted manure into your beds and a 
general purpose fertiliser such as chicken manure or fish, blood and bone. Most plants do not 
like poorly drained soil.

Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a slow-release fertiliser by lightly forking it into 
the soil surface. Identify whether your shrub is ericaceous (acid-loving) and get special 
fertiliser and compost e,g, blueberry

Plant summer-flowering bulbs such as Gladiolus, Lilies and Alliums. 

Lift and divide established perennial plants to improve their vigour and create new 
plants. Put plant supports in now so the plants grow up through them. 

Pot up begonia tubers that have new leaves.

Deadhead daffodils as the flowers finish and let the foliage die back naturally.

Towards the end of March plant your chitted early potatoes outside in the ground.

Start sowing winter brassicas in a seed trays in a cold greenhouse.

Alan Maskell looks after gardens in Tidmarsh and the RG8 area
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Raceview House . Hambridge Road . Newbury . RG14 5SA
  

T: 01635 523123    Www.benheath.com

visit us at our beautiful showroom spread over four floors

fine furniture,
fitted furniture

and kitchens

our own contemporary
and classic designs,

hand made by us
in the

heart of Newbury
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& Cleaning Service
sunny.montague@btinternet.com
harmonylifestylemanagement.com

Tel: 07776 307293 

Services include:
Cleaning

Parties and events

Property management and maintenance

Key holding

Pet sitting

Nutrition and exercise optimisation

Staff sourcing and vetting

Business and personal admin 

Errands, Shopping, Gift buying

This list is not exhaustive .....

Please call or email Sunny to discuss your requirements.
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 1 March at the latest. Whilst we make every 
effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Ecclesiastical 
The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne 
with Tidmarsh and Sulham (PTS)

Rector of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham
Reverend Heather Parbury
The Rectory, St James Close, Pangbourne

0118 984 2928
rector@pangbournechurches.info

Church Adminstrator
Rachel Buckingham

Church office open Wednesday  
and Friday 12.00-3.00pm

0118 984 5066 
admin@pangbournechurches.info

Church Wardens for St James, Pangbourne; 
St Laurence, Tidmarsh; St Nicholas, Sulham 
Jill Palfrey 984 2698

Julia Sheppard 956 1820

Parochial Church Council 
PCC Members in Tidmarsh
Janice Proud ; Wilma Grant

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Jon Chishick, Chairman  0118 984 3666 

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer          0118 984 2621

Committee Chairs
St Laurence : John Butler 984 2621

St Nicholas : Gill Haggarty  984 4122

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

Rick Jones (Conservative)  0118 962 3793 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

John Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Alan Maskell 0118 984 5326 

Denise Randell (bookings)  07745 243079 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048
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Local Information

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  0118 984 5202 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Flood Group
George Davidson 07768 237132 

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  101

Floodline 0345 988 1188

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  01635 48765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  01635 48765 

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  

0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

  12 Months 

 Full page: £125.00 

 Half page: £75.00 

 Quarter page: £50.00  

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk



www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk


