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The summer is drawing to a close and as I write we have high winds and rain which 
is great for the garden (and my ducks) but not so great for those of us hoping to catch 
some nice weather for our holidays towards the end of August.

As you will see from the Fete report on pages 4, 5, 6 and 7, the weather that had been 
so hot and balmy changed on the date of the fete, and we were unfortunate to get a 
mixed bag of torrential rail followed by an hour of sunshine and then more rain. I 
guess this is what we normally expect from our British summers but having enjoyed 
such a long stretch of fabulous weather, we rather hoped it would hold out at least 
until after the fete. But of course, we didn’t let this put a damper on things and the 
show went on and a great afternoon was had by all, more of which in this issue.

The Greyhound has now completed its makeover with a brand new kitchen, lighter 
and brighter decor and new fencing and signage. Sally has quickly become a part 
of our village and it’s great to be able to pop along for supper or Sunday Lunch. We 
did just this the first day the new kitchen opened and the whole family went along 
for Sunday lunch which was fabulous. Between us all we sampled the roast beef, 
the chicken, the pork and the vegetarian goats cheese and caramelised onion in filo 
pastry. All of us thought our choice was delicious and there was certainly plenty of it! 
The puddings are all home made and once again we were able to sample a good cross 
section with the crème brulée, the cheesecake and the chocolate brownie all voted 
hits. We have also visited since for a couple of meals and can testify that the food is 
freshly prepared and delicious.

We know from you all that you enjoy this magazine as it keeps you up to date with 
what is happening in the villages and is a great point of reference. We love producing 
it but we are all busy with jobs and families and we really do need another couple of 
people to join our small team – as with most things, many hands make light work. So 
if you feel you can help in any way, please get in contact with me and have a chat.

Jenny Cope

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk – 0774 777 5900

If you would like to view previous editions of the Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish 
Magazine, go to:

http://www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk/noticeboard.htm

Editorial
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After such a lovely few weeks with hour to hour sunshine, Fete day dawned overcast 
and cloudy and within minutes of us setting up our gazebos and tables – the heavens 
opened and we had the rain our gardens had needed for weeks! Unfortunately the 
timing was all wrong! As we all huddled under cover trying to keep dry from the 
lashing rain, we really thought that for the first time, the Tidmarsh Fete would have 
to be cancelled due to the weather. The skies got blacker and whilst there was respite 
for 15 minutes or so, the rain returned. 

Poor John Butler was looking most downcast and we were all willing the rain to 
pass over – sighting little patches of blue in the sky we convinced ourselves that the 
sunshine was on its way. But the show must go on so at 2.00pm the EMC Jazz band 
struck up and the fete opened. The rain stopped for a while making way for glimpses 
of sunshine. 

The fete featured the ever popular fun dog 
show organised by Jane Farrington and 
Karen Rankin and a puppet show by Julia 
Shepherd and her Word Puppets. There 
was plant and produce, home-made cakes, 
bric a brac and books for sale and a bottle 
tombola, luxury raffle, general tombola, 
coconut shy, bowls, bran tub and various 
children’s games. To eat and drink there 
were Cathy & Jerry’s Hog Roast, The 
Greyhound Bar, an ice cream van, French 
crepes, home-made lemonade, barbecue 
and home-made teas on the lawn at John 
and Jane Butler’s house opposite. 

The Cope family – consisting of three 
generations (assisted by Fran Wakefield) were in charge of the Bottle Tombola this 
year and were rushed off their feet from the moment the fete opened. Plenty of good 
quality wine donations make the stall 
very popular and people just kept 
coming back! Gillian Alderton and Gill 
Haggarty organised a superb luxury 
raffle with the Indian meal for 6 cooked 
in your home and the classic ladies 
bicycle being two of the most popular 
items. 

The rain did return and certainly 
dampened proceedings for a good hour 
and a half but the hardy sheltered 
under the many marquees and gazebos 
and the sun shone at the end of the 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Fete – 2nd August 2014
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day to provide a lovely last hour or 
so. For the many people who had 
worked so hard to create our perfect old 
fashioned village fete the rain was a big 
disappointment, but it was by no means 
a washout and much-needed funds 
were raised for our two beautiful village 
churches totalling £2841.91. The fete 
was closed at 5.00pm by Bishop Andrew 
Proud in bright sunshine! 

The Tidmarsh fete would not be 
possible without Jennifer Nutt, John 

Butler and Julia Shepherd. Jennifer’s ability to cajole people to run stalls and donate 
goods is legendary! John Butler manages all the finances, creates the plan for the 
layout and does much more beside. Sally at The Greyhound was also extremely 
supportive, providing a very attractive bar at the fete and by having a barbecue at the 
pub in the evening where we all congregated for some well-earned refreshments after 
the big ‘clear up’.

There are also many other people who gave their time (and muscle) to move all of 
the tables and signs from Sulham Farm up to the village green on Friday evening and 
did the same in reverse after the fete had ended, together with everyone who donated 
bottles, gifts, plants and cakes. You know who you are and it really would not be 
possible without your help – so a huge 
thank you to everyone who helped in any 
way at all, and also thanks to Rob Holden 
our excellent PA. 

The EMC Band is available for functions – 
telephone Don Dobby on 0118 941 7759.

Word Puppets are available for many 
different functions – contact them on 
0118 956 1820

The Greyhound, our local village pub, is 
open every day!

Jenny Cope

Tidmarsh with Sulham Fete – 2nd August 2014
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Proceeds from Tidmarsh with Sulham Fete 
Bar  100.00 
BBQ  194.20 
Books  46.45 
Bottles  366.75 
Bowls  20.50 
Bran Tub  28.00 
Cakes  295.70 
Children’s Games  10.60 
Crepes  17.00 
Coconuts  92.37 
Dog Show  35.00 
Face Painting  4.00 
Gates & Car Park  247.60 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Fete – 2nd August 2014

Hog Roast  45.00 
Hoopla  58.70 
Ice Creams  20.00 
Jewellery  20.00 
Lemonades  27.00 
Luxury Raffle  556.61 
Produce  146.25 
Raffle  119.20 
Teas  187.40 
Tombola  49.45 
Toys  68.45 
White Elephant  85.68 

TOTAL £2,841.91
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Jon and I are two local metal detectorists. Between 
us we’ve been practising our hobby responsibly over 
the last twenty five years, and I’m happy to say we’ve 
found many amazing things in that time, including 
Treasure. Several farmers and equestrian centres around 
Pangbourne have already been kind enough to give us 
permission to detect, and we were especially pleased 
when our recent approach to Jenny and Nigel Cope at 
Mill Corner met with a welcoming “yes”. This article tells 
the story so far. 

It’s early May, and the formalities 
about when, where and how we could detect had been speedily 
dealt with. Particular emphasis was placed on the security and 
welfare of the horses, and the necessity to carefully fill in/stamp 
down any small holes was well understood. Incidentally, one of 
the lesser-known benefits of detecting is the ongoing removal of 
sharp stock-unfriendly scrap in the shape of nails, tent pegs and 
broken bottle tops etc, as well as the easily ingested ring pulls/
lead/copper items found in all agricultural land. 

Given our experience on similar paddocks our expectations were 
modest, and we looked forward to finding Georgian coins back to the early 1700s, 
Victorian and modern pieces, and maybe if we were really lucky, the occasional 
medieval item. It was time to start work...

Immediately it became obvious that this is no ordinary site. The expected things were 
there in abundance, but then some exciting and unexpected items started to appear, 
signalling a much more ancient and varied history.

Our first significant find was a hammered silver 6d of Elizabeth 
I, dated 1581.Hammered silver coins are always fun to find 
as, apart from their age, each is technically unique, being 
individually struck from sheets of thin silver. This coin would 
have represented quite a considerable sum in those days, 
perhaps a labourer’s daily wage, and apparently the death 
penalty was being applied then for property theft above the 
value of one shilling!  In fact, several other ancient silver coins 
have also emerged dating back to 1180, contemporary with 

Tidmarsh’s St Lawrence’s church.

These were not the oldest items to appear. A very 
faint signal for Jon produced a roman bronze coin 
of Emperor Allectus or Carausius, dated at the 
Ashmolean museum in Oxford to around 286-296 
AD. Not surprisingly this coin is worn, but the head 
is clearly visible, and it would have been lost around 

Treasures Beneath Our Feet
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Treasures Beneath Our Feet

the time when the Roman road that ran through Tidmarsh to Pangbourne was in use.

Of course it’s not only coins that are lost in the fields – buckles, buttons, jewellery 
and other artefacts are also discovered, and these are especially 
welcome as they often tell a more personalised story. One such 
item I was lucky enough to find is a pipe tamper of Charles 
I, featuring a nice portrait of him on one side and his wife, 
Henrietta Maria on the other. It is interesting to note the small 
width of the tamper itself – clearly any clay pipe bowl would 
have been very narrow, reflecting the exceptionally high price 
of tobacco at that time. Several other artefacts from the Civil 
War period, including large lead musket balls, have also surfaced 
indicating considerable activity around this time. 

Staying with artefacts, here’s a button, but what a button! This 
is a  C19 Livery button (worn by Servants) of 
the Broun-Morison family(Kings Body Guard 
of Scotland) and, whilst featuring three faces, 
also includes the motto “ PRETIO PRUDENTIA PRESTAT” which 
roughly translates as Prudence Before Profit. The question is why is 
it here- we’ll never know.

The last item we’ve chosen to feature here is an aptly named 
“Cartwheel penny”. These were only made in 1797 and proved 
deeply unpopular given their size and weight. Believe it or not, 
there was also a Twopence produced that was even bigger and 
thicker, which not surprisingly suffered a similar fate. Was this 
coin simply lost, or thrown away in frustration?

These few finds that we have selected, whilst not valuable, are, we 
feel, treasures in their own right. They give us a unique insight 
into the land’s use and also provide hard evidence supporting 
the known history of the area. Some of the items that are over 300 years old will be 
recorded on the Nation’s Portable Antiquities Database, which anyone can view at  
www.finds.org.uk. It is believed that the original Village Green was once part of Mill 
Corner Farm land, and the range/number of finds would seem to support this.

So what of the future? We have now covered most of the paddocks thoroughly, and 
inevitably the number of finds is decreasing – that said, we have been able to present 
Jenny and Nigel with a case of interesting items, including a charming little lead 
Victorian pig! We remain optimistic that the land may still have one or two surprises 
in store- so watch this space...  

Finally, we’d like to thank Jenny and Nigel for the privilege of detecting on their land, 
and we hope you have all enjoyed reading this article. If any of you are lucky enough 
to be landowners or farmers, and would like us to take a look at your land do please 
give us a call anytime on 07778 207441.

Jim Mather and Jon Long
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When I started to create my garden at The Tithe Barn eight years ago I had no idea of 
where it would lead and the enjoyment it would bring.

When the neighbouring property, Tidmarsh Grange, was demolished and the 
boundary line of trees removed, my once shady plot was transformed into an open 
sunlit patch. 

Negotiations with the developers resulted in my partly-walled garden being fully 
enclosed using bricks reclaimed from The Grange. I regained my privacy and the 
finished wall gave me a wonderful opportunity to make the quintessential English 
garden that I had always hankered after. 

I had always been a gardener albeit, the ‘keeping everything tidy’ sort but now 
the project completely consumed me. I started by laying all the hard foundations 
using reclaimed materials to be in keeping with my old barn and spent a lot of time 
mooching around reclamation yards finding old gardenalia which would complement 
and lend authenticity to my idea of an English walled garden.

Gradually I built my vision edging the paths and borders with box and bringing in the 
old favourites such as roses,delphiniums,lavender, hostas and clematis etc until one 
day the thought struck me that I might contact the National Garden Scheme with a 
view to being included in the Yellow Book. I was successful in being accepted but then 
the pressure was really on. But I survived it and in the first year welcomed around 120 
people into my garden. 

In 2013 it was suggested by the NGS that I enter a competition being launched by The 
English Garden Magazine. I sent in photos and a ground plan and heard no more for 
weeks and decided I must be a reject. Imagine my amazement to be told I was in the 
final three and ultimately the winner. My prize of £1,000 of garden equipment was 
very easily spent and the four page spread in the Magazine made me feel quite famous 
in the gardening world. All of this publicity, including being interviewed on Berkshire 
Radio with Tony Blackburn, resulted in June 2014 in a record number of visitors 
totalling 270 on the NGS day which allowed me to donate almost £1,000 to National 
Garden Schemes charity.

At the end of last year I was contacted by a Dutch garden tour company requesting 
visits to my prize-winning garden. I did think I would have to say no because I don’t 
have the parking to accommodate huge coaches. Thanks to Jenny and Nigel Cope 
who very kindly let me use their farm, I was able to welcome eight coach-loads of 
Dutch garden enthusiasts to my garden when it was at its floral peak. I have become 
a dab hand at tea and cakes and trying to give our Dutch friends the full English 
experience.

It has been hard work but great fun. Who would have thought when I started my 
project eight years ago that in June 2014 I would have welcomed 600 visitors through 
my garden gates.

FranWakefield

The Tithe Barn
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The Tithe Barn

A party of visitors from Holland who travelled here to see Fran’s garden!

Nappy Cakes 
A Nappy Cake is a fabulous present for a new baby – it 
consists of tiers of nappies presented in the shape of a cake 
and filled with yummy things for mum and baby.

The gifts are beautifully wrapped in cellophane and hand 
tied with luxurious ribbons. Included with all items is a 
handwritten ingredients card and a gift tag. For delivery 
items are placed in a big cardboard box and delivered to 
yourself or direct to the recipient by courier. Nappy Cakes 
are usually dispatched within 2 days on a 24 hour courier 
service.

Contact Donna – donna@jellybabynappyakes.com  
07792 216 765 
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Village Hall

Records Broken at Tidmarsh Skittles Night
The recent skittles evening at the village hall saw balls and skittles flying in large 
numbers. Five participants knocked down all skittles including one clearing all nine 
with one ball. The record for the highest score with three balls was temporarily lost 
and then regained by John Pollard of Manor Farm Lane. The overall winners were the 
team called The Boys from Tidmarsh. A bottle of SAS wine was auctioned and a raffle 
held producing a profit to help run the hall.

Village Quiz
The next public event at the village hall is the annual Quiz which will be held on 4th 
October. A light ploughmans will be served halfway through. A Tidmarsh team won 
last year. Book this date in your diary. Come as a team or join one on the night.

The village hall is a local resource for hire to organisations and individuals with 
priority for residents of Tidmarsh with Sulham. A variety of activities take place at the 
village hall ranging from toddler dance lessons to adult fitness; art class, model boats, 
table tennis and martial arts are some of the other activities taking place there.

Coffee Mornings are usually held at the hall on the first Friday of the month from 
11am to 12noon, following a walk setting out from the hall at 9.30am. All are 
welcome to either or both events.

If you would like to use the hall or could recommend it to somebody please contact 
our bookings secretary on 07745 243097 or email tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.

New ideas are always welcome in managing this community resource so if you would 
like to take part or organise social events please contact chairman Alan Maskell on 
0118 984 5326

Dates for Your Diary
3 September  Pangbourne Carers Support Group (see page 19)

5 September 09.30 Village Walk – meet at Village Hall

5 September  11.00 Coffee Morning, Village Hall – Everyone welcome

25 September 9.30-3.30 Autumn Gift Fayre in aid of the RDA – (see page 25)

26 September 7.30pm Illustrated Talk by John Butler, St Laurence (see page 22)

1 October Pangbourne Carers Support Group (see Page 19)

3 October    9.30 Village Walk – meet at Village Hall

3 October 11.00 Coffee Morning, Village Hall – Everyone Welcome

4 October 7.30 pm  Quiz Night – Village Hall (see page 23)

Village Hall News and Dates
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Opera in the Garden Event at Sulham House  
Raises £3,200 for Charity
The weather was perfect for an evening of music in the lovely gardens of Sulham 
House on Sunday July 13. More than 250 people came to hear Harpist Claire Marie 
Haynes, soprano Anna Sideris, baritone Alex Otterburn and pianist Tom Primrose 
perform.

The evening raised £3,200 for charity, which has been shared between The Sue Ryder 
Hospice at Nettlebed, The Duchess of Kent House in Reading and St Nicholas church 
in Sulham.

The organising committee from St Nicholas would like give huge thanks to all the 
people who gave their time to help make the event such a success, including:
• Henry Scutt and family, who generously allowed the event to take place in the  
 garden of Sulham House.
• Aran Kapila, who stepped in at the last minute, to be Master of Ceremonies.
• Andy Sumner for his expertise as sound engineer .
• The helpers from the Hospice in Reading and the lovely people from Sulham who  
 volunteered to man the car park, managed the bar and helped to sell and serve  
 drinks to the audience.
• Philip and Sarah and Ole from Pangbourne who gave their time to help erect and  
 take down gazebos.
• The businesses that kindly agreed to sell tickets for us:
 Richard Wilson Long, Pangbourne
 The Village Florist, Tilehurst
 Angles of Art, Tilehurst
 Vendela Rose Floral Design, Tilehurst.
• Sarah Rasmussen (florist) 
for her lovely arrangements 
and the posies that were  
presented to the artists and 
organisers.
• Graham, who organised 
the Pimm’s and provided 
a back up marquee; free of  
charge; in case of rain.
• Moira Logie, Regional 
Fundraiser for Sue Ryder Care, 
who organised the music  
quiz and prizes, which raised 
around £260 for the Sue Ryder 
charity.

Village Round-Up
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Do you remember how good last year was for the number of different butterflies? 
Well, this year is turning out pretty good as well. I have never seen so many meadow 
browns or small heaths as this year and was delighted also to see a female gatekeeper, 
otherwise known as a hedge brown. It is very similar to the meadow brown but with a 
distinctive double eyespot on the forewing. 

Female gatekeeper butterfly with double eyespot

Writing at the end of July, I have been surprised how few large whites (cabbage 
whites) we have seen this year. I look forward to seeing whether late August will be as 
productive as last year. 

In my last Notes I asked where the local fox had gone. Well blow me, only two or 
three days after writing I got the answer. The local magpies (aren’t there just too many 
of them nowadays?) were making a terrible racket, bouncing from fence post to fence 
post down the side of our paddock. Sure enough, they were swearing at the local fox 
making its way down the neighbouring paddock, half-hidden in the long grass!

My question arose out of the abundance of rabbits earlier this year. On returning from 
a short holiday in early July we remarked that numbers appeared to have fallen. The 
next day we once again discovered that we had a rabbit trapped in the garden by our 
new anti-rabbit (so-called) fencing. However, I was able to dispatch this one only too 
easily: it had myxomatosis. Poor thing; I was only too glad to be able to put it out of 
its misery. The reason why numbers have fallen had become only too evident.

Myxomatosis seems to have put paid to be explosion of rabbits hereabouts, but we are 
now troubled by two other pests. Where on earth (excuse the pun) did the mole come 
from? We don’t have moles in the paddocks on either side of the garden so I can only 
think that it swam across the Sul brook from the woodland on the other side of the 

Notes From The Sul 
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Notes From The Sul 

stream. It had never occurred to me that a mole can swim, but even a single mole 
certainly knows how to make a mess of the garden by throwing up plenty of large 
molehills.

Last year we had a splendid harvest of walnuts. This year there are not so many but 
they seem to be considerably bigger. The only trouble is that it does not look as if we 
will harvest any of them for the tree has been found by a new incoming family of grey 
squirrels. They have been picking the walnuts long before they are ready. A few they 
have nibbled but most have been buried all round the garden. I have found only too 
many, but have no doubt that next year we will have numerous young walnut trees 
dotted about the place. Would anyone like a seedling? 

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul

and let us see what we shall see
Richard Thomas
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Bel & The Dragon, Reading
In Reading, from the station (do we nowadays have to say the railway station?) take 
the road past the prison, turn left into the retail estate down Gasworks Road ... Good 
Heavens! Wherever am I taking you?

Bel & The Dragon is one of a chain of five restaurants. I would not normally bother 
you with a write-up of one of a chain, but let this be an honourable exception. 
In spite of the terrible approach, it is well worth making the effort to reach this 
restaurant at Blakes Lock on the Kennet and Avon Canal.

The restaurant is in a really interesting former covered wharf, complete with much 
of the original equipment for loading and unloading barges, part of Huntley and 
Palmer’s biscuit factory, as was. Outside is a large moored boat, but we were not able 
to see how that was to be incorporated into the restaurant as it was being worked 
on behind screens when we went there for lunch. Unfortunately, it also prevented 
me from taking a photo of this attractive canal-side restaurant. Before writing this 
report I did access their website to try and see whether the boat was now in use, but 
the website is obviously not fully up-to-date: what purported to be the August menu 
turned out to be that for July.

The restaurant boasts “we believe in the best of British cooking, using only local, 
seasonal and the highest quality of ingredients”. How this marries up with things like 
Parma ham, avocado, sun-dried tomatoes and Wasabi I cannot imagine, but perhaps 
we should allow a little poetic licence.

The menu really is interesting and very varied both as to ingredients and price. If all 
you want is a quick lunch there is their express lunch menu of seven different dishes, 
all interesting in their own right and reasonably priced from £8 to £13. The à la carte 
menu is not too extensive so one should be confident that all is properly produced by 
the chef without resort to the microwave. The pricing is also very varied, from £5 for 
the crispy Cornish whitebait to £27 for the half lobster with many interesting dishes 
between £9 and £19. 

Because the menu is so varied I am not going to tell you what we had but simply 
encourage you to go and try things out for yourself. We certainly were not 
disappointed and look forward to going again for the good and varied dishes, served 
in a lively and friendly atmosphere and interesting surroundings. Yes, it is well worth 
a trip into Reading. Don’t be put off by the approach to Bel & The Dragon.

Bel & The Dragon
Blakes Lock
Gasworks Road
Reading
0118 9515790

Richard Thomas

Restuarant Review
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September
Hopefully your plants have had enough water to continue to give a good display during 
the recent hot weather.

September is a good time to plant new perennials as the soil is still warm but there 
is generally more rainfall. Keep deadheading annuals and perennials to extend 
their performance to first frosts; keep watering hanging baskets and containers. 
Chrysanthemums and Sedum will brighten up your borders. 

Foxgloves, wallflowers and violas can be planted out for next year. Spring bulbs can also 
be planted. Sow sweet peas in cold frames for strong plants next year. Divide herbaceous 
perennials so they can establish roots before winter. Keep Camellias and Rhododendrons 
well watered to ensure that next year’s buds develop well. This is crucial in hot weather – 
they also prefer rain water.

If you haven’t done it already, prune plum and cherry trees as soon as possible. Help 
pumpkins ripen in time for Halloween by removing leaves shadowing the fruits and place 
on a piece of slate or wood to raise them off wet soil and prevent rotting. To improve soil, 
leave bean and pea roots to rot in ground – just cut off stems and compost them. Plant 
garlic bulbs at end of month in sunny spots for next year. Start planting autumn onion 
sets. Pot up strawberry runners to make extra plants for next year and make sure fruited 
raspberry canes are cut back.

If you have clay soil, improve it now before it becomes too wet or frozen through 
incorporating organic matter and/or horticultural grit. 

October
October is ideal to move trees and shrubs, and plant hedges. Hardwood cuttings can be 
taken now from deciduous shrubs. Clear up fallen rose leaves to prevent diseases such as 
black spot from over-wintering – don’t compost the leaves, put them in general waste or 
burn.

Tidy borders and mulch with bark chips, well rotted manure, leaf mould or spent 
mushroom compost to insulate plant roots for the winter and keep weed growth in check. 
Reuse spent compost from containers.

Change summer bedding for winter bedding plants such as pansies, primulas.

Sow winter peas, broad beans and winter lettuce. Prepare bean plots for next year with 
well-rotted manure. Divide clumps of rhubarb with a spade and re-plant the healthiest-
looking pieces.

Un-harvested squashes and pumpkins will quickly go 
mushy with first frosts. To test when apples are ripe 
gently lift them in the palm of your hand or give them a 
gentle pull – they should come away easily.

A last mowing can be made this month before leaving 
your lawn for the winter. Aerate your lawn with a garden 
fork, rake thatch from the surface and repair dead 
patches. Autumn is good for turfing.

Alan Maskell Sedum

What to Do in Your Garden 
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Dear Editor

I was very pleased, and touched to receive a copy of your parish magazine containing 
the article about the dedication of the oak tree on Millennium to the memory of 
those from Sulham and Tidmarsh who died in the two world wars .

I am the great niece of Winifred Burtenshaw, she was my grandmothers sister, and 
have always known of her work as a VAD* and subsequent death with full military 
honours, so it was with great pride that we read about this. 

We in the family, with the help of a Researcher (Roger Tillock) at Reading Library, 
have been looking into her and her family’s life in Sulham which is to be included in 
a book on WW1 in Reading. 

We have been also greatly helped by Jean Harland, now living in Tidmarsh but 
formally of Sulham, and Don Hambleton, whose brother died in WW2 and lived next 
door to the Burtenshaws; they have been able to tell us much about their life in the 
village.

We believe that Winifred was the only VAD in this country to be buried with military 
honours, only those on service abroad were granted this honour. Also no mention of 
the funeral can be found in local papers.

Thanks go to all concerned for remembering her in this way.

Ann Langley

124 Worsley Road, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5JB 

* The Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) was a voluntary organisation providing 
field nursing services, mainly in hospitals, in the United Kingdom and various 
other countries in the British Empire. The organisation’s most important periods of 
operation were during World War I and World War II.

The organisation was founded in 1909 with the help of the Red Cross and Order of 
St. John. By the summer of 1914 there were over 2,500 Voluntary Aid Detachments in 
Britain. Each individual volunteer was called a detachment, or simply a VAD. Of the 
74,000 VADs in 1914, two-thirds were women and girls.

Letters to the Editor

Welcome 
A very warm welcome to Lindsey and James Austin and 
their two young children who have recently purchased The 
Mill in Mill Lane Tidmarsh with their parents, John and 
Pauline.
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Pangbourne District Carers Support Group
If you look after someone who can’t manage without your help, join this friendly 
group to enjoy a break and meet other people in a similar situation. The group, run by 
Berkshire Carers Service, is free and for unpaid carers who live in Berkshire

The group meets on the first Wednesday of each month between 12:30-2:00pm at the 
Pangbourne Small Village Hall, Station Road, Pangbourne, RG8 7DY.

The next meetings are 3 September, 1 October, 5 November, 3 December.

Call Berkshire Carers Service free on 0800 988 5462 or email helpline@berkshirecarers.
org for further information

Advice, information and support on all aspects of caring can be obtained via the 
above contact details or through our website www.berkshirecarers.org 

Bridge Re-opening Date
We are planning to re-open the Bridge to road traffic some time in September 2014. 
There are still risks in the work programme and as these are resolved we will give 
updates on the re-opening date on the website and on Twitter. Sorry we can’t yet be 
more precise.

Geoff Weir

Company Secretary

0118 984 4172

Village Round-Up

Where is This?
The answer to last issue’s “Where is This?”: A roadblock intended to be used to block 
Mill Lane in the event of invasion. It is now behind the hedge on the south side of 
the right-angled bend in the lane at the point where the lane met the former anti-
tank ditch running from the Kennet in Theale to the Thames at Pangbourne.

Do you Recognise it?
The clue to this cross is in our last issue.
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Church News

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council 
Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council had a very productive meeting with Andrew 
Garratt, of West Berkshire Council, recently. We discussed a number of highways 
issues around the locality and feel that we really made some progress. Mr Garratt has 
taken our thoughts and concerns back to the council and we look forward to working 
with him in the future to improve the safety and efficiency of our roads.

 A new voluntary scheme is being rolled out across the country, called Village Agents. 
Volunteer Centre West Berkshire is implementing it in this area and is currently 
looking for volunteers to participate. Volunteers are needed to signpost older people 
to local services and information. It is anticipated that it would require around 4-6 
hours per week and can be split between a number of volunteers. If you would like 
more information or would like to volunteer for the scheme please contact the clerk, 
Sarah Bosley, on 07974 655210 or email parish_clerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Things to Do

 

  CLASSES 

Limited Spaces, Book Now! 0118 327 9405  or  0118 929 14275 
Monday   

10.45am  Baby Massage 
Next course 8th September 

Promote your baby’s circulation, 
digestion,growth and bonding  

£45 for 4 week course, 
Booking essential 

12:00pm Healthy Backs  
Next course 8th September  

Controlled  beginners Pilates exercises 
and education on  back care 

£60 for 6 week course, 
Booking essential 

7.45pm Intermediate Pilates 
Ongoing 

For those who have some experience or 
are moving on from the beginners course 

£45 for 6 weeks course or 
£9.50 drop in 

Tuesday 
Times on 
booking 

Small group personal training 
Restarts September 

Personal training without the cost. Very limited spaces – contact 
us now to book your place 

9.30am Over 55’s Pilates 
Ongoing 

Controlled and targeted exercises that 
engage the mind and condition the body 

£45 for 6 week course/ 
£9.50 drop in class 

8pm Healthy Backs 
Next course 26th August 

Controlled  beginners Pilates exercises 
and education on  back care 

£60 for 6 week course  
Booking essential 

Wednesday 
11.45 am or 
1 pm 

Mindful Meditation classes 
Next course 17th September 

An hour of teaching  relaxation and 
mindfulness, helping to recharge and 
revitalise the mind and body.  

Very limited spaces – contact 
us now to book your place 

8pm Running Workshop 
Ongoing 

To help promote a healthier, more natural 
and efficient running style 

Very limited spaces – contact 
us now to book your place 

Thursday 

Times on 
booking 

Small group personal training 
Restarts September 

Small Group Personal training without the 
cost. 

Very limited spaces – contact 
us now to book your place 

Friday 

Times on 
booking 

Small group personal training 
Restarts September 

Small Group Personal training without the 
cost. 

Very limited spaces – contact 
us now to book your place  

www.themovementclinic.co.uk Unit 4 Enterprise House, 41 Reading Road, Pangbourne RG8 7HY 

 

Tai Chi and Qigong 
Beginners Classes

Tidmarsh Village Hall
Thursday Mornings 10:00 – 11:30

Would you like to feel more relaxed, healthier in mind, body and spirit? 
Do you need to improve your balance, coordination or strength? 

Want to improve your overall sense of wellbeing? 

Ideal for all ages and any fitness level

Various other classes in West Berkshire and South Oxfordshire

Call 07867 954 786 to book a place
www.karenpounds.co.uk

Things to Do
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AUTUMN GIFT 
FAIR 

 
in aid of 

RIDING FOR THE DISABLED 
 

Thursday 25th September 
9.30am to 3.30pm 

 

40 FABULOUS STALLS 
Food Served All Day 

Free Parking 
 

Hillfields Farm, Park Wall 
Lane 

Lower Basildon, RG8 9PE 
 

Charity No 1121113 
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Photographic Exhibition
Whitchurch Hill Camera Club, in support of Pangbourne Library, are proudly 
presenting an EXHIBITION of their work, both print and digital.

WHERE? Pangbourne Library

WHEN? 12th 20th September (during library opening hours)*

WHY? To celebrate the start of their new season and the opening of Whitchurch 
Bridge ......   ...... HOORAY!

Find us on:

www.whitchurchhillcameraclub.co.uk     pangbournelibrary@westberks.gov.uk

*Pangbourne Library Hours (refresher course)
 Monday    2:00-5:00
 Tuesday: 10:30-6:00
 Wednesday: closed
 Thursday:  9:30-12:00
 Friday:   10:30-5:00
 Saturday: 10:00-12:30

 pay attention at the back please!

Things to Do
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Fun Quiz and Treasure Hunt
How to win a Weekend for 2 in Paris, and 39 other excellent prizes
Enclosed with this issue is the sheet for Pangbourne’s Fun Quiz and Treasure Hunt, 
designed to provide you with a fun day (or two) as you solve some or all of its 60 
clues, takes place over nearly 3 weeks, 1st – 20th September, and is designed for all 
ages to take part. The ‘Treasure’ is a Weekend for 2 in Paris, courtesy of Triangle Travel, 
Strutt & Parker and Eurostar, and 39 other excellent prizes.

The Clues are spread across the full ½ mile radius from The Square, the centre of 
Pangbourne, but nearly all are on the flat. Some are easy, some medium, and some 
hard. We are inviting you to not only look, but see what an interesting village 
Pangbourne is, with its history, its quirks and peculiarities.

Extra Entry Forms and more details, including the 40 prizes, are available from 1st 
September from Garlands Organic Shop, Pangbourne, RG8 7LY, The Elephant Hotel, 
Pangbourne, The Pangbourne Magazine, or downloadable at www.pangbournetwinning.
com.

Winners will be announced at the Prize-giving, at the Lamborghini Pangbourne 
Showroom on Sunday, 21st September at 6.00 pm, at which all entrants and their 
families are welcome. However, because there is an element of choice, winners may 
not necessarily know for a few days the actual prize that they will have won. Please be 
patient!

Have Fun and Good Luck!

The Organisers, Nigel Suffield-Jones, Steve Harris and Alyson Ebbrell.

info@pangbournetwinning.com or Tel:  0118 327 1195
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We clean all types of ovens, including range cookers and AGAs.  
Fully Insured and Guaranteed.  

All of our cleaning solutions we use are 100% safe,  
bio-degradeable, and non caustic.  

Appointment times guaranteed – no need to wait in all day!
Visit our web site for Prices.

www.ovencleandirectthamesvalley.co.uk
Phone  0118 984 5700 / 07517 781513
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COOKS’ CORNER

Wine drinkers beware, there could be trouble ahead. 
Apparently there is likely to be a shortage of wine on 
the shelves because of the increasing amount drunk by 
America and many of the emerging nations, in particular 
China. Not only that, it would appear that the supermar-
kets have been less than open about what wine actually 
costs. Sometimes wines on ‘special offer’ have been sold 
at a lower price some 6 months earlier, and then the price 
artificially inflated for a few weeks, so that the ‘special 
offer’ could be sold at a higher price that the original 
price. I don’t know how you can combat this practice 
apart from noting down the price of your favourite 
wine each week and asking the management about any 
surprise increases. 
For the first time, three new countries are producing 
Whisky: England, Japan and of all places Mexico. Both 
new products have had a very favourable press, they 
might be worth a try by Whisky drinkers if only for 
novelty value.
It is almost impossible to read about food and not hav-
ing ‘health’ appearing somewhere in the article. At the 
moment I have found three articles, all dealing with 
different angles. First of all, a study by the British Heart 
Foundation claims that the size of portions of ready 
meals sold by the major supermarkets has in many case 
doubled in the last 20 years. What the report doesn’t say 
is whether the price has almost doubled as well. If the 
portions are too big, you don’t have to eat them all at 
once, you can save remainders in the fridge for a couple 
of days, or freeze for longer. You, and you alone, are 

responsible for what you eat – and long may you have 
the right to do so. But beware, the Government is taking 
steps to control your eating. I am not a lover of junk food 
sweets, but the Government has re-instated plans to ban 
them from being sold very close to, or at, checkouts in 
supermarkets. This may seem to be unimportant – surely 
it is the responsibility of parents to say ’No’ and actually 
mean it. It becomes more worrying when we hear that 
two years ago the Department of Health launched the 
“Responsibility Deal” in which it was intended that 
supermarkets worked with the Government to combat 
public health concerns such as obesity and alcohol con-
sumption. We then find out that supermarket take-away 
meals will have their saturated fat consumption reduced, 
in spite of the fact that it is generally accepted that it is 
sugar and refined carbohydrates which is the biggest 
threat to health. Do other EU Governments meddle in 
what is and what is not to be sold? Or do they leave it to 
the good sense of the customers. I may be wrong but I 
suspect that is the British buyer that is not over-worried 
about the nutritional quality of many foods, but the 
convenience of them. If we don’t want more Government 
interference in our food habits, and I for one certainly 
don’t, we have to think harder about our diets and take 
more control over the quality of what we eat rather than 
simply the convenience factor.
I like to have some sort of theme in these articles for the 
year as it helps to focus my thoughts, so this year I am 
concentrating on vegetables and puddings. The vegetable 
dishes will not be strictly vegetarian, and hopefully the 

MJC Accounting
Accounting and Tax Services 

 
	 •	 Self	Assessments	tax	returns	prepared	 

	 and	filed	with	HMRC	from	£125
	 •	 Year	accounts	prepared	and	filed	with	 

	 Companies	House	from	£295
	 •	 Corporation	tax	returns	from	£125
	 •	 Annual	returns	prepared	and	filed	 

	 including	filing	fee	from	£100
	 •	 My	hourly	rate	for	other	accounting	work	 

	 such	as	monthly	accounts	preparation	is	£30

Other	services	include	Accounts	set	up	and	training	
(Sage),	VAT	returns,	Wages	and	salaries	and	specific	

financial	and	management	accounting	advice.
Please	call	Mark	Chappell	for	further	information.	

Tel	no:	07778	794453
Email:	accounting@pemberley.me.uk

Chiltern Insurance Group 
Pangbourne

Business and Personal Insurance
from your Local Broker

Call 01189 84 33 55

www.Chilterninsurance.co.uk

St James House, Church Road, Pangbourne, RG8 7AR

Chiltern Insurance Consultants Ltd are authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority for General Insurance 

Business
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L K Property Services  
Renovations & Extension Specialists 

 
Structural alterations,  

Conversions,  

Ground works 

Landscaping,  

Building repairs,  

Roofing,  

Plastering,  

Kitchens,  

Bathrooms,  

Tiling,  

Carpentry,  

Decorating. 

 
All your building needs in one company 

 
Office 01635 579656 / Lee 07710 380408 

 
Please visit our web site for more information and pictures 

 

www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk 
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A discrete and personal service with  

before and after photographs 

Please call for a free survey and written 

report with no obligation 

01189 625747 

07748 115225 

                   Family Business 

Local Specialist in:  

Care, Maintenance and Upkeep 

of Memorials and Graves 
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Arranging a funeral can be stressful and 
demanding: five generations of experience: 
We believe we will make a difference. 

Ÿ 24 Hour assistance 
Ÿ Modern and traditional options 
Ÿ Competitive costs
Ÿ Funeral flowers on-line
Ÿ In house monumental masons

Reading   0118 957 3650
Thatcham 01635 873672

Also at Wokingham, Bracknell, Henley-on-Thames

www.abwalker.co.uk
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the
blewbury building

company

New builds House extensions

Garage conversions Loft conversions

Refurbishments Renovation

Wood frame buildings

01235 850579

07808 401554

mark@blewburybuilding.co.uk

A thoroughly professional service from start
to finish, delivering the utmost quality and
customer satisfaction.
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 10 October at the latest. Whilst we make 
every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  
Tidmarsh and Sulham  
Revd Heather Parbury  0118 984 2928 

Church Wardens  
Julia Sheppard  0118 956 1820 

Jill Palfrey  0118 984 2698 

Parochial Church Council 
Tidmarsh Representatives 
Susan Worthington  0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden  0118 984 4912 

Janice Proud 

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Jon Chishick, Chairman  0118 984 3666 

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer 0118 984 2621

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative)  0118 967 8280 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

John Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Alan Maskell 0118 984 5326 

Denise Randell (bookings)  07745 243079 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 
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Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  0118 984 5202 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell  0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

Cathy Tucker  07773 379920

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  01 18 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  
0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

   12 Months  6 Months

 Full page: £125.00 Full page: £75.00

 Half page: £75.00 Half page:  £50.00

 Quarter page: £50.00 Quarter page: £35.00 

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  101

Floodline 0345 988 1188

Tidmarsh with Sulham Flood Group
George Davidson 07768 237132
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www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk


