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Editorial 

Well the nights are drawing in and 

the leaves are starting to fall, the 

apples are ripening and falling and 

my autumn raspberries are ready to 

pick.  I suppose there had to be 

some trade off for the early summer 

we had back in March and April 

and it appears to be in the form of 

Autumn coming early which proba-

bly means we can expect the first 

frosts in September!  Personally I 

quite like it this way and about this 

time of year I am getting just a bit 

tired of constant weeding and lawn 

mowing so getting the garden 

ready for winter is no hardship. 

Quite a few people have com-

mented on the low water levels in 

the Pang and the lack of water in 

the ditches and brooks.  Those with 

ponds which are usually full of wa-

ter, even during the summer 

months, are reporting that they are 

almost dry.  What can be happen-

ing?  It is no doubt further up-stream 

but there does not seem to be any 

explanation.   We have had plenty 

of rain this summer so we can‟t 

blame the weather.  If anyone 

knows the answer  (perhaps some-

one with a hot line into the Environ-

ment Agency) please drop me an 

email and I will enlighten everyone. 

I was most disap-

pointed to miss the 

fete this year – one 

minute I was bak-

ing my Banoffie pie 

for the Gourmet 

Raffle and the next 

I was hot-footing to 

Royal Berks A & E , 

but that‟s another story….  The day 

was perfect – not too hot – and 

judging by the record takings – it 

was a very successful day indeed.  

There are photographs and more 

information about the day in this 

issue. 

The will be a Quiz Night in the Vil-

lage Hall on Saturday 8th October – 

this is always a great evening and it 

always a sell-out, so get together 

with your neighbours  and reserve 

your table early to avoid disap-

pointment. 

As always, please continue to send 

in your news, views,  articles and 

photographs.  It is these contribu-

tions which really make this a village 

publication and make it so read-

able! 

Jenny Cope 

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 
 

Welcome to the September/ October 2011  issue of the magazine! 
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Dates for your diary 

 

Village walks 
On the first Friday of each month... 

Village walks leave from Tidmarsh Vil-

lage Hall at 9.30 . 

The routes are not hard and the pace is 

not too fast, walks usually last for 1.5 - 2 

hours. All welcome, including well-

behaved dogs. 

 Next dates are, Friday 7th October, Friday 

4th November and Friday 2nd December  

Coffee morning 
Tidmarsh Village Hall 

Coffee mornings at Tidmarsh Village Hall 

These are usually held on the first Friday of 

the month from 11am to 12noon following 

the village walk 

  

Next dates: 9 Sept, 7  

Village bike rides 

There will be easy bike rides leaving from 

Sulham church. If you would like more 

information before coming on a ride 

please call Gillian on 9842729. 

Hall of sound 
On the last Friday of each month... 

...there is a music evening held in Pang-

bourne Village Hall. The music is per-

formed by an ever-changing line up of 

talented singers and musicians of all ages 

and is always very varied. Bring your own 

drinks and have a really enjoyable eve-

ning not too far from home! All ages are  

 

 

 

welcome. For more information, or if you 

would like to take part in future events, go 

to www.hallofsound.co.uk. 

 

 

Back to Church Sunday  

September 25th 

 

St James the Less Pangbourne  

           Sunday at Ten Worship for all ages  

St Laurence Tidmarsh  

           Tea at Three for all the Family 

St Nicholas Sulham  Step back in time  

          6pm Evensong with the Book of      

Common Prayer 

 

Everybody Welcome 

Who will you ask to come with you? 

Tidmarsh vs Sulham Quiz Night 
Sat 8 October 7.30pm for 8 pm start.  
Tickets are £6, which include a Ploughman’s 

supper (cheese/pate/ham, crusty bread 

etc).  

Please bring your own drinks and glasses. 

There will be a Raffle. 

If you would like to reserve your place please 

email Denise Randell at  

tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com 

http://www.hallofsound.co.uk
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Village Hall News  
 

As mentioned in the last issue, members of the Committee will be calling 

at your door to sell 100 Club Draw tickets. 
 

We hope you will buy one, or more, as they provide extra funds towards the upkeep of 

the hall, and also the lucky winners each month can receive £25, £15 and £10 in prize 

money.  

 

The draw runs for 5 months (September to January inclusive), with a draw for each 

month, plus a bonus draw for the New Year. The proceeds of the ticket sales are 

shared equally between the hall and the prize money. 

 

The annual Tidmarsh vs Sulham Quiz Night will be taking place on Saturday 8th Oct, 

7.30pm for 8pm start. Tickets for £6 will include a Ploughman‟s Supper. Please bring 

your own drinks and glasses. There will be a Raffle to raise funds for the hall. If you 

would like to reserve seats for the night, please email Denise Randell at  

tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com  

 

Hiring the village hall 

The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire. For information on availability 

and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise Randell on 0118 326 

6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com 

 

New Arrivals 
 

Welcome to Tidmarsh and Sulham! 

 
A huge warm  welcome to Sima and Depeche Elliot and their children Annabel and 

Christopher who moved into Moor Copse in Mill Lane in July.  Sima and Depeche have 

moved here from Hertfordshire to be closer to their children‟s schools. 

A huge welcome also to Tim and Solvej  Maloney who have moved into Laurence 

House, The Street with children Andrea-Anna and James during August.  
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BBOWT      
 

 

 

 

Do you visit Moor Copse Nature Re-

serve regularly, and would you be 

interested in helping us by spending 

a small amount of time, whilst there, checking livestock? 
   

Andy Coulson-Phillips 

Berkshire Reserves Manager (BBOWT) 

If you have visited this spring and summer 

you will have seen how vibrant the mead-

ows were; brimming with colour and filled 

with buzzing, flitting and chirping.  Our 

cattle are very important in keeping the 

meadows dominated by flowers and not 

turning to pure and/or weedy grass-

land.  In order to meet our obligations with 

regard to animal welfare, the livestock 

need checked daily, especially on a site 

with public access.  Becoming a stock 

watcher requires no veterinary knowledge 

and you would be backed up by a sup-

port network of Wildlife Trust staff should 

you have any queries or concerns. 

  

For more information about what the role 

entails, the amount of time it might take, 

and when it would be most helpful to us, 

please contact me, or my colleague Ian 

Stevenson, at our Berkshire office on  

01628 829574,  

or by email at  

andycoulson-phillips@bbowt.org.uk 

or  ianstevenson@bbowt.org.uk  

The Nabobs of  Berkshire 
Did you ever wonder where the words Nob and Snob came from? They are diminu-

tives of Nabob,the word coined for those merchants and soldiers of the East India 

Company,who made fortunes in the East and returned to England to lord it over every-

one else. 

  

Berkshire was the main concentration of these Nabobs. so much so that in the C18th 

Berkshire was known as the English Hindoostan. Local author Clive Williams has spent 12 

years on and off researching their history and has now written a book,entitled 'The Na-

bobs of Berkshire' 

Clive will be speaking on the subject to the Friends of St. Laurence in the church at 

Tidmarsh on Friday October 21st at 7:30pm.. 

 

All are welcome. Entry is free, but there will be a retiring collection in aid 

of the friends.  Refreshments will be served 
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 There will be two concerts in St. Laurence 

Church in the Autumn. 

 
Two groups of young professional musicians have 

asked to use the church to hold concerts. 

 

The first one   is on Friday September 23rd' at 7:30 

pm. the programme is Baroque music and the 

group includes an oboist, two cellists and a harp-

sichord player. 

 

The second concert is on Friday October 28th. at 

7:30pm. This will be a programme of Classical 

music. 

 

Further details of the programmes will be avail-

able nearer the time. Ring Jennifer Nutt on 01189 

842370 . Entry is free but there is a retiring collec-

tion.         Refreshments will be served. 

Concerts In St.Laurence  

The Tidmarsh Bus Service  
 

The  bus service, for shopping in Reading, runs only on Fridays. It is a mini-

bus operated by D J Travel under contract from West Berks Council and  

has “74”  on the bonnet.  Its journey starts from West Ilsley Church at 9.30 

am,  passes through Tidmarsh at 10.08 and arrives at Reading, St Mary‟s 

Butts, at 10.36.  It leaves again at 1.15 pm and arrives at Tidmarsh at 1.43 

pm . 

 

We have been using the service for over two years.  The minibus holds 

only 16 passengers and there are eight possible pick-up points before the 

Greyhound. Although it is usually over half full, only once have we filled 

the last two seats. 

 

For more information phone D J Travel  (0118  933  3725). 

 

Jean & Stan Boatman. 
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From Windsor to Warwick by Stagecoach (2, actually) 
BY Colin & Margaret Pawson 
 

In the January/February issue we chronicled the journey last October 

from London to HMS Victory in Portsmouth of the two 19th century-style 

stagecoaches, “Nimrod” and “Monarch”. 

 

What The Dickens .... 

This October they take to the road again 

to travel from Windsor Castle to Warwick 

Castle, a distance of about one hundred 

miles that will be covered at a leisurely 

pace in five days.  The route passes suffi-

ciently close to both Tidmarsh & Sulham 

that we hope you will be encouraged to 

drive out and see this remarkable sight – 

and donate to the two Service Charities 

that money is being raised for, Help for 

Heroes and The Household Cavalry Op-

erational Casualties Fund. 

Leaving Windsor around 1pm on Sunday 9 

October, the first stop will be The Bell, 

Waltham St Lawrence (arriving  2.45pm), 

then through Wargrave to The Red Lion, 

Henley (arriving  4.15pm), where we stay.  

Monday it is through Nuffield to The Bell, 

Crowmarsh Gifford (for 12.45pm), then 

Wallingford, Shillingford Bridge and arriving 

at The George, Dorchester at 3pm, for the 

night.  The route then lies through Abing-

don, Northmoor, Stanton Harcourt, Hook 

Norton (to check on the Brewery!), Kineton 

and finishes in Warwick Castle at 2pm on 

Friday 14 October. 

Planning is well advanced but times at 

present are approximate.  

 

To hear more about Coaches – and Coachhorns – come to Tidmarsh  

Village Hall on Friday 23rd Sep.  at 8pm   (See the notice elsewhere in the 

Magazine). If you are coming to see, please contact us before 9 Oct for 

confirmation. (0118 9842619 or pawson@sheltonfarmcarriages.co.uk) 
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Police Update 
This update is a general summer overview of the area which applies to 

the Parishes of Sulham/Tidmarsh, Pangbourne and Purley. Ashampstead 

and Aldworth and Streatley. 

No one area has been crime specific and in general the incidents that 

have occurred have been evenly spread amongst all our Parishes. 

Distraction Burglary 
There have been two reports of distraction burglary in the last month.  One occurred in 

the Wakemans area of Upper Basildon and the other in the Courtlands Hill area of 

Pangbourne.  Both victims were elderly residents.  Thankfully neither victim was physi-

cally harmed. 

 

Most people that call at your home will be genuine.  But sometimes people turn up 

unannounced, with the intention of tricking their way into your home.  They are known 

as „distraction burglars‟ or „bogus callers‟, whose aim is to get into homes and distract 

people and steal their money or valuables. 

 

You should always be aware when someone you don‟t know calls at 

your door. 

 

HOW CAN I KEEP MYSELF SAFE?       REMEMBER THREE THINGS 
 

1—STOP 

 Home or Away – Keep all doors locked. 

Ask yourself „Is anyone expected?‟ 

„Is your back door locked?‟ 
 

2—CHAIN  

Put the chain on before you open the door.  If you don‟t have a chain, get one fitted. 
 

3—CHECK 

Ask for caller‟s ID 

Close the door and contact check their i.d. with their employer over the telephone.  If 

the person is legitimate they will not mind waiting. 

 
Ask Help the Aged for advice on their Senior Safety Schemes.  If you have savings of 

less than £25,000, you may be entitled to free practical support. 

Telephone 01255 473999 for general enquiries or for information on services in your 
area call 01255 473999. 

 

Deborah Morton is the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for West Berkshire and is 

based at Newbury Police Station.  If you wish to become a member of a scheme in 

your area please contact her for details on Tel - 01635 264718 or via email at  
deborah.morton@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:deborah.morton@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Police Update Contd.... 
In addition to this your Neighbourhood Team will be happy to make contact with you 

and do a crime reduction survey of your home.  If you need help with this please con-

tact us via the non emergency helpline 08458 505 505.  They in turn will contact a 

member of the Neighbourhood team relevant to your area. 

 
Anti Social Behaviour 
As the summer holidays are upon us, our main focus is in preventing the number of anti 

social incidents that tend to escalate at this time of year, due to the increased number 

of bodies in our parks and social areas.  Some villages are affected more than others. 

 

We have seen a small amount of disorder at the Meadow with the usual Bridge Jump-

ing and general rowdiness from youths who flock to the area from Tilehurst and Calcot.  

The Dolphin Centre has had a couple of incidents involving these youths and are in 

direct contact with the Neighbourhood Police Team. 

 

Four members of the Neighbourhood team attended the area on Thursday 4th August, 

at approximately 4pm after a report of disorder from the Dolphin Centre.  An eye wit-

ness was able to identify the offender and he was subsequently arrested for theft, 

criminal damage and public order by PC Robinson. 

 

We are also in regular contact with the Police team from South Oxfordshire who cover 

the Whitchurch area.  Cross border patrols have been organised as both Police teams 

have recognised that anti social problems are being caused by individuals from both 

sides of the Whitchurch bridge. 

 

Theft 
At the risk of repeating myself, I must remind you all again to secure bikes and property 

that are left in your gardens and outbuildings.  These crimes have stabilised in the last 

two months but we have still been receiving reports of bike theft and of course metal 

theft is a problem nationwide.  If you need advice please contact a member of the 

Neighbourhood team on 08458 505 505 

 

Roadworks 
We have had a few complaints about the traffic build up due to re-surfacing works in 

the area.  This affects everyone who lives or works in the area and it also makes life 

very difficult for the drivers who are delivering in the area and have no choice but to 

negotiate narrow streets with heavy goods vehicles. 

 

The contractors at the works in Pangbourne have been directed to leave roads open 

until 9.30 a.m and re-open at 4.00pm to allow work traffic to flow effectively. We all 

have to be patient and appreciate that these necessary improvements will benefit us 

all in the long term. 

 

Thank you all for your patience.             PCSO C9788 Viv Joyce 
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 Every year St James the Less organises a market in Pangbourne Village 

Hall for organisations and charities, both local and national, to „rent‟ a 

stall to sell goods or to promote themselves or to do both. This year the 

market takes place on Saturday 29th October. The „rent‟ for this stall is two 

home-made cakes which we sell to meet the costs of hiring both halls. 

Charity Market 2011 

This market has been happening in various 
forms for many, many years now and some 
stallholders have been coming since the 
outset. We are always keen to provide this 
opportunity to as many organisations as 
possible and always happy to see new 
faces. All we ask is that you book in ad-
vance (contact Jill Palfrey on 0118 984 
2698, email: palfrey62@btinternet.com). It 
is helpful to know what you are thinking of 
selling so that we don’t get too many du-
plicates and would also suggest that you 
don’t sell cakes as that’s what we’re doing! 
Charity Christmas cards and other seasonal 
items seem to be popular with those who 

don’t shop at the last minute! 
If you would like a stall please get in touch 
as soon as possible. 
 

And now a word to potential cus-

tomers 
 
Please come along on Saturday 29th Octo-
ber between 11.00 am and 3.30 pm to 
Pangbourne Village Hall and see what you 
can find. Christmas presents, cards, calen-
dars etc., bargains, books, unusual items, 
who knows but well worth a look. Coffee, 
tea and lunches of bread and interesting 
cheeses etc available. 

Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh and 

Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning applications, includ-

ing their status, on the West Berkshire Council web site at: 

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

Application Ref Address Proposal 

 11/01155/HOUSE  Manor Lodge 

Tidmarsh Lane 

1 and a half storey side extension  

11/01103/LBC2 & 

11/01100/HOUSE 

Sunny Brook     

Tidmarsh 

Rear single storey extension and internal 

alterations. (Resubmissions )  

Planning Applications 

mailto:palfrey62@btinternet.com
http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/online-applications/advancedSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
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 Introducing..... 

Anne Bolam  Church Warden At St Nicholas 

Anne has recently become a 

church warden at St Nicholas, Sul-

ham. 
Eight years ago, Rev John Staples asked 

Anne to cover the two services held 

monthly at St Nicolas and she has been 

playing there ever since!  Two years ago 

Rev Heather asked Anne if she would like 

to be Church Warden and this year she 

decided that the time was right.  Here is a 

little bit of background information about 

Anne. 

 

Anne was born in Edinburgh, the 

grandaughter of a Church of Scotland 

Minister.  On leaving school, she started 

her nurse's training at the age of 17 in Ed-

inburgh.    She then moved to Oxford to 

do midwifery training where she also 

worked at The Nuffield Orthopaedic Hos-

pital for 2 years. 

 

The spirit of adventure took hold and she 

joined the PMRAFNS Nursing Service in 

1964 serving at the  RAF Hospital Halton, 

Wendover, then at RAF Ely before being 

posted to Aden where she met her hus-

band to be, David at an interdenomina-

tional Christian House group.  While in 

Aden  she enjoyed playing the Harmo-

nium at the various church services.   Dur-

ing one service she saw some of the 

young RAF chaps trying to keep straight 

faces, the reason being that an aya had 

washed her sandles for her and hadn't 

rinsed them and bubbles were flying all 

over the place! 

 

Her final posting was at The Princess Alex-

andra's Hospital RAF Wroughton where 

she was going to 

train as an 

aeromed nurse, 

but this did not 

come to pass as 

happily she married in October 1967. 

 

David retired from the RAF and they 

moved to Purley . He worked locally as a 

community dentist and she loved her work 

as a district nurse. After sustaining back 

injuries on duty, ,the Royal College of Nurs-

ing put her in touch with the Medical Advi-

sory Service which employs work-injured 

and disabled nurses manning telephone 

help lines.   

 

For 43 years Anne and her husband David 

have worshipped at St Mary's Church, 

Purley, where Anne has played the organ 

for 37 years,   Anne and David have both 

enjoyed worshipping and meeting folk 

from other churches locally and for some 

years Anne used to play the organ at St 

Nicholas when the organist was on holi-

day. 

 
Anne is very blessed to have 2 married 

grown up daughters and 4 Grandchildren 

aged 12, 9,7 and 4 

She loves walking, especially with her 

Sprollie  ( part springer spaniel part border 

collie ) dog in Sulham Woods.  She also 

does voluntary work for SSAFA Forces' Help 

and The Royal British Legion. 

 

For 40 years Anne has lived at the top of 

LongLane, a stone‟s throw from where 

Gluyas and Frances Thomas used to live. 

 



 

12                Tidmarsh with Sulham

 

 Pang & Kennet Valley 

Countryside Projects 
The Friends of the Pang and Kennet Valley Countryside Project has been 

set up to represent all of the people who care about the countryside in 

the two valleys. The events below are co-ordinated by The Friends and 

give you the opportunity to come out on practical tasks, learn new skills, 

meet new people and, above all, enjoy yourself.  

The tasks usually begin around 10am and finish by 4pm but you are very welcome to 

come for as much time as you wish to give during these hours. Please wear suitable 

footwear and clothing, and bring a packed lunch if you are coming for the full day. 

Hot drinks are usually provided, as are the necessary tools. 

For further information please contact the Project Office 0118 930 5336 or see the Web-

site - www.pangandkennetvalleys.org.uk 

 
September 

Tue 6th  - River Lambourn, Newbury - River conservation day - 10am 

Help us to improve the river habitat with tasks in and out of the river! Meet at Almond 

Avenue Recreation Ground (near Shaw Social Club, RG14 1LU) 

 

Tue 20th - Garden Cottage, Streatley - Water Meadow Management - 10am 

Join us as we continue vital scrub clearance from important Thames water meadows.  

Meet at the Recreational Ground car park, top of Cleeve Court Rd. Grid Ref: SU 593 

812 

 

Sun 25th - Hampstead Norreys - Historic Hampstead - 1:00pm 

Join Dick Greenaway for a 2.5 mile (4km) walk to look at the woods, the archaeology 

and the valley south of Hampstead Norreys.  Meet at Hampstead Norreys Village Hall. 

Well behaved dogs welcome. There is one modest hill on this walk. 

 

Tue 27th - Easton Meadows SSSI – Welford Estate - Water Meadow Management - 10am 

Come and help with some water meadow management in this special remnant wet-

land.  Meet on the north east side of Rood Hill.  Wellies recommended.                       

Grid ref:  SU 418 722 
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Coaches & Coachhorns 

 

An illustrated Talk 
&  

Demonstration of  
Coachhorn Calls & Tunes 

by 

Colin Pawson 

Tidmarsh Village Hall 

Fri 23rd Sep at  8pm 

Tickets : from Colin & Margaret Pawson,  
                     Shelton Farm, Mill Lane   0118 9842619   
£5 in advance     £7 at the door 

Raising Funds for  
Help for Heroes 

The Household Cavalry Operational Casualties Fund 

The Story of Coaching from the Golden 
Age  
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 By Rev Heather Parbury 
 

Dear Friends,  

This morning as I write the August news is full of Summer madness – not holiday fun but 

school boys and youths incited by unscrupulous adults and encouraged by media 

exposure into committing acts of wanton violence and mindless vandalism. 

In the wonderful way that only the Holy Spirit knows how the psalm set for today is 

verses from Psalm 119. 

 

v1 „Blessed are those whose ways are blameless , 

who walk according to the law of the Lord.‟ 

v9 „How can a young man keep his way pure? 

By living according to your word.‟ 

 

Some of the lads who have been interviewed by the reporters are ‘not bovvered’ that 

they are committing crime and criminal damage. Some claim to be angry with the 

powers that be as if that gives them a right to harm their neighbours and their 

neighbours‟ property. They feel cheated and helpless brought up in a country which 

promises personal gain and offers unrealistic expectations of wealth and happiness 

without equipping them with the tools of responsibility, respect and citizenship. Who 

can help them? 

 

v 22  „Remove from me scorn and contempt. 

for I keep your statutes. 

v 23  „Though rulers sit together and slander me, 

your servant will meditate on your decrees. 

v24 Your statutes are my delight; 

they are my counsellors.‟ 

 

For many generations, over millennia, Psalm 119 has been learned by heart by small 

boys and teenage lads preparing for manhood. These, and other verses from scripture, 

have taught generations to understand God‟s laws and call on God‟s guidance. 

 

v33 „Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees; 

then I will keep them to the end. 

v34 Give me understanding, and I will keep your law 

and obey it with all my heart.‟ 

v 36  „ Turn my heart towards your statutes 

and not towards selfish gain.‟ 

 

By the time you read this in September some of the lads we saw on our televisions will 

be „inside‟. Some will be back at school, others still roaming the streets. More police 

and civilians may be injured. More damage done. 

Pause For Thought 
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Pause For Thought continued 
 

 

 

In scripture when the nation finds itself in trouble a time of repentance comes before 

restoration and reconciliation. This is God‟s way. This is God‟s law. One of the gifts we 

as the Church can bring to our nation is an understanding of scripture. We have a pro-

phetic voice. Another is the ability to acknowledge the need for confession. We have 

failed to teach these boys the statutes of the Lord. It is good news that there are laws 

by which to live but the best gift we as Christians can offer to our nation, and to those 

who will people the nation of the future, is the good news that God offers us all love 

and forgiveness. And importantly because of those laws and that love we do not need 

to live in fear. God shows us all love through Jesus – himself a young man who came 

up against the authorities but who knew the will of the Father and who offers to share 

that understanding with all who ask. 

 

So, 

Let‟s take our responsibilities seriously. 

Let‟s teach the children to live according to God‟s word. 

Let‟s not be shy to tell the nation, in the words of the psalmist, that we know 

 

v89 „Your word, O Lord, is eternal;  

   it stands firm in the heavens. 

v90 „Your faithfulness continues through all generations; 

  You established the earth, and it endures. 

v 91 „Your laws endure to this day, 

  for all things serve you. 

v 92  „If your law had not been my delight, 

   I would have perished in my affliction.‟ 

 

 

This is good news - pass it on with love, Reverend Heather 
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Book Club Review by Alison Boyland 

Future books 

 
Engleby by Sebastian Faulks Summer read 

Review Thurs Sept 22nd Alison's Garden House 

9845202 8.0clock 
  
Hare with the Amber Eyes  by Edmund de Wall– Sum-

mer read review Thursday Sept 22nd Alison’s , Gar-

den House 9845202 8.0clock 
  
When God was a Rabbit by Sarah  Winman -review 
Wednesday-9th Nov Gillians Box Cottage 9842729 8.0clock  
 

St Nicholas Flower Festival 
The Flower festival organized again by Joyce Ayerst has been a huge 

success.  Many people visited the church on fete day to enjoy the 

beautiful arrangements made by ladies from Sulham, Tidmarsh and 

This book is one we were definitely 

glad we picked, thank you to Gill 

Haggerty!  

It is a book about two twins who begin 

life joined at the head, in a mission hos-

pital in Ethiopia, delivered by their sur-

geon father . 

Their mother a Nun does not survive 

the birth. The book then goes on to 

paint the lives of the twins brought up 

by two surgeons and who become sur-

geons themselves. The author is also a 

surgeon, so not surprisingly it is not 

only very descriptive of Ethiopia but 

also very informative about surgery and 

history. 

 

His writing, once you get into it, is grip-

ping and thought provoking. We would 

most certainly recommend this one. 

Cutting for Stone By Abraham  Verghese        

Pangbourne, using the theme of Summer Holidays as their inspiration.  

Another flood of visitors came again on the day after the fete; many 

staying to enjoy the thanksgiving service held in the church at 3pm 

that included beautiful music performed by the hand bell ringers. Do-

nations by visitors came to more than £250. 

 

Thanks go to the flower arrangers and the ladies who sat in the church 

whilst the displays were on show; and most of all to Joyce for coordi-

nating the whole event. 
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Fete Thanks 
The Sulham Fete Committee would like to thank everyone who donated 

to, helped at, baked for, or simply came to and enjoyed this year‟s fete. 

Of course huge thanks go to the Scutt 

family who allowed us to use their beauti-

ful garden at Sulham House for the fete 

and also gave up the use of their kitchen 

for the day. 

 

We had some wonderful help from young 

villagers including Lily and Willem Clow 

who manned the toy stall, Elizabeth and 

Louise Sheppard who looked after the 

Lucky Dip and many others helping par-

ents and grandparents. The fantastic Dog 

Show, ably organized and run again by 

Lynn and Simon was a great success, with 

dogs, owners and spectators clearly hav-

ing a wonderful time. It was lovely to see 

people relaxing on the lawns enjoying the 

music from Pangbourne Silver Band. 

 

There are too many helpers to mention 

individually but everyone; from car park 

helpers (not an easy job!) to the many 

ladies who came to help with the teas, 

deserve medals for keeping going during 

such a busy fete.  Helen, who spent the 

whole afternoon washing up in the kitchen 

and Graham and Lewis who set up and 

then manned the very busy bar, definitely 

deserve a special mention. 

 

It is easy to forget all the work that goes on 

that is not seen.  Words cannot express the 

thanks owed to the lovely people who 

every year turn out to set up and put way 

the Fete equipment and to Bob who year 

after year donates his time and the use of 

his truck to help us move the items from 

store to fete site and back. 

 

All in all Sulham and Tidmarsh have been 

lucky to again have a well attended Fete 

in nice weather enabling us to raise the 

money that is essential to keep our village 

churches going for another year. 

   Many thanks to everyone involved. 
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What a fabulous Fete this year!  

It was lovely to see so many people of all ages enjoying a quintessentially English vil-

lage afternoon. The money raised at the fete is a significant amount of the income 

needed to keep our two parish churches open and serving the community in Sulham 

and Tidmarsh. 

All our income is donated voluntarily and, while much of it comes from regular contri-

butions by those who choose to worship in the village church, without the considerable 

help of friends and neighbours in the parish it would not be possible to remain open. 

So a huge „THANKYOU‟ to all who worked to make the Fete and Flower Festival possi-

ble this year, who manned and womanned the stalls, to all who came to enjoy the 

atmosphere, food, drink and fun, and of course to Heather Scutt and all the family for 

their hospitality at Sulham House. 

Reverend Heather Parbury 

Rector, St Laurence, Tidmarsh and St Nicholas, Sulham 

A „Thank You‟ from the Rector… 
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  The Financials 
 

   
Stall Profit per Stall 

Adult Raffle £255.90 

Art Show £55.00 

Bar £588.98 

BBQ £302.00 

Books £82.37 

Bottles £427.71 

Bowls £55.50 

Cakes £347.15 

Car Park £325.65 

Coconut Shy £150.00 

Face Painting £86.95 

Gate - Pedestrian Entrance £119.50 

Golf & Welly Throwing games £78.85 

Gourmet Raffle £165.00 

Hoopla £92.70 

Ice Cream £117.80 

Key Game £23.20 

Lucky Dip/other games £44.45 

Luxury Raffle £492.00 

Pimms Bar £269.40 

Plant & Produce £211.57 

Pat Predictor £98.20 

Private Stalls £40.00 

Splat the Rat £32.65 

Teas £413.10 

Toys £76.38 

Treasure map £25.40 

white Elephant £135.74 

DVD Sales £50.00 

less expenses -£353.00 

FETE GRAND TOTAL £4,810.15 
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Fete Photographs 
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Fete Photographs 
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Gardening Matters 

Purley Horticultural Society           

Late Summer Show 
The Society, together with Purley W.I. Will be holding this 

Show in Purley Memorial Hall, Glebe Road on Saturday, 10 September.  Schedules are 

available at the Trading Shed or you may visit the Purley-on-Thames website – 

www.purleyonthames.net and the on-line notice board or Purley Groups.  

 

Sections A, B, C, D and E are open to amateurs who are resident in the area covered 

by Purley Horticultural Society or are members of either Purley-on-Thames Horticultural 

Society or Purley W.I.  Entry forms must be handed into the Trading Shed or to Mr. J. 

Armstrong, 169 Long Lane, Tilehurst by  Tuesday, 6 September.  The Show will be open 

to the public at 2.30pm until 4pm with presentation of trophies at 3.30pm.  We do hope 

we will have a large number of entries and if you are not entering, please come along 

and support our participants.  Refreshments will be available.  Hopefully you will be 

inspired to enter next year. 

 
 Trading 
The Store in the Memorial Hall car park is open from 10am - 11am every Saturday and 

Sunday until the end of October.  Membership of the Society is only £2 and garden 

supplies can be purchased at discount prices.  Further discounts can be made at cer-

tain nurseries(list in trading shed).  If you have not renewed your membership we would 

be grateful if you could do so as soon as possible. 

 

Talks 
On Wednesday,  19 October Antony Powell will give the Society a talk on “Autumn 

Colours in the Garden” in Purley Memorial Hall commencing at 8pm..  He was an ap-

prentice at Hillier Nurseries, has completed an HND in Landscape & Horticultural Tech-

nology, worked for the National Trust and is now a freelance Horticultural Consultant & 

Lecturer.  Please try and come along so that we have a good audience for this 

speaker. 

 
R.H.S. 

As an affiliated Society we hold a card that provides entry for paid up members to the 

R.H.S. Gardens at Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr & Hyde Hall for one member and one 

guest at a special rate.  If you require further information or would like the card, please 

contact Wendy Chapman on 9429067. 

 
I hope you are having a successful gardening season. 

Marion Dabbs   Tel  942 2349 
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 Gardening Matters contd 

A Year In Your Garden   Sept/ Oct   
Gillian Alderton 

 
Summer borders can look a little jaded in September, some 

colourful plant suggestions such Achilleas, Anemones, Erig-

erons, Rudbekia and Penstemons will brighten dull spots. This is s 

good time of year to plant new perennials, prepare the ground 

well before planting with compost or well rotted manure and 

water well.         ACHILLEA 

 

October is the month to think about bulb planting for spring. Bulbs need to be planted  

at the correct depth, often bulbs which come up without flower have not been 

planted deep enough, a general rule is that bulbs should be planted in 2-3 times their 

own depth in soil. Plant Crocus, Daffodils and alliums now but leave planting Tulips until 

early November as this helps to protect the Tulip bulb from disease. 

Registration of Septic Tanks 
A letter in the national Press has drawn attention to the requirement for all 

septic tanks and package sewage treatment plants to be registered with 

the Environment Agency. 

 

Key points are – 

 Registration is free, 

 You only need to register once, 

 Discharge to surface water needs to be registered immediately, 

 Discharge to ground to be registered before 1 Jan 2012, 

 If your registration is not accepted for some reason, you have to 

apply for an environmental permit at a one-off charge of £125. 

 

Full details, including the criteria and procedure for Registration are 

shown on the Environment Agency website (www.environment-

agency.gov.uk) or, Google “Environment Agency septic tanks.” 

          Parish Council 
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Restaurant Review by Richard Thomas 

Masoom‟s, Goring On Thames 

 
For many years I have grumbled to a patient 

wife that we really don't have a nearby In-

dian restaurant. Many of the so-called Indian 

restaurants are in fact Bangladeshi and 

nearly all follow the boring formula of the 

same few sauces over a limited choice of 

only chicken, lamb or prawns. In my view 

that is hardly Indian and not what one should 

expect of a restaurant. Well, thanks to a sug-

gestion by fellow parishioners, that grumble is 

no more. I will have to find something else to 

bang on about! 

Recently Rosemary and I took ourselves to 

Masoom's Tandoori Restaurant in the High 

Street, Goring on Thames. Even on a Tuesday 

evening the restaurant was nearly full, so our 

expectations were duly heightened. Things 

started well. The papadoms (70p each) were 

as good as any and the accompanying 

pickle, chutney and herby yoghurt were of 

better quality than usual. 

The menu deserved the time it took to study 

it. When did you last go out for an Indian to 

be offered six different fishes, mussels, crab 

and five duck dishes in addition to the usual 

chicken, lamb and prawn, as well as a good 

selection of vegetarian main courses? 

For starters I had a very satisfactory pakora 

(deep-fried assorted vegetables coated with 

batter, served with dips) (£3.95). Rosemary 

had what was described as "choice North 

Sea mussels served in their shells cooked with 

herbs, coconut, creamy mouth water-

ing" (£5.95). Although a nice dish, she did 

wonder whether the mussels were not in fact 

green lipped from New Zealand, for they 

seemed much bigger and more firm than 

she would have expected from the North 

Sea. 

 

For the main course, I couldn't resist the Cox‟s 

Bazar crab (sic) (£14.50), described as "soft 

shell currently crabs served over a bad of 

aromatic sauce": I kid you not! Well, the large 

helping of three crabs wasn't the best I've 

ever had, but that is not really surprising as 

they obviously could not be cooked from 

fresh. I did enjoy them. Rosemary had a 

green chicken curry (£8.25), described as a 

strip of chicken breast cooked with broccoli, 

baby aubergine, fresh beans, coconut milk 

and aromatic ground spices. She pro-

nounced it good and tasty. We shared a dish 

of bindi (okra) (£3.95) and a plain bowl of 

rice (£2.25). 

We thoroughly enjoyed our meal. It was not 

haute cuisine, but well worth a trip to Goring 

to visit Masoom's. However, I was reminded 

of my other grumble (I am surely entitled to 

one, at least) which is that those who write a 

menu in English should get a native English 

speaker to check it. 

 

Masoom's Tandoori Restaurant, High Street, 

Goring on Thames 

01491 875078               

www.masooms.co.uk 

 

Richard Thomas      July 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you‟ve ever wondered here is what  

Richard and Rosemary look like ...... 
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AUTUMN GIFT FAIR 

 

in aid of 

 

RIDING FOR THE DISABLED 

 

Thursday 29
th

 September  

9.30am to 3.30pm 

 

40 FABULOUS STALLS 

Food Served All Day 

Free Parking 

 

Hillfields Farm, Park Wall Lane 

Lower Basildon, RG8 9PE 

 

Registered Charity No. 1121113 
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Property Market Update 

 

This issue we have a new contributor, Alex Barton, Partner and head of 

office at Strutt & Parker in Pangbourne.  He will provide an update on the 

property market both countrywide and locally.  

The first quarter of 2011 in the country 

house market defied many commenta-

tors with both new applicants registering 

and viewing numbers increasing over 

the same period last year.  However, 

the summer market, after a lengthy 

Easter and bank holiday period in the 

second half of April is showing signs of 

change. 
 

Although all statistics show that there is still 

demand in the market, with the number of 

offers received holding up well, nonethe-

less, there is no doubt that buyers are in-

creasingly discerning.  There is considera-

bly more choice available to them across 

the market, as stock levels grow.  A guide 

price set at a realistic level remains the 

critical factor in achieving the best possi-

ble sale.  Buyers take time to do their re-

search; they are well-informed as to the 

state of the market and unlikely to view 

properties that they perceive are „over 

priced‟. 

 

Looking forward, although there are 

unlikely to be any rises in interest rates this 

year and liquidity in the mortgage market 

seems to be improving, we believe that 

confidence will remain fragile and thus 

pricing is crucial to achieving a successful 

sale. 

 

The market in London – and in particular 

prime central London – remains very posi-

tive, with demand exceeding supply and 

prices being driven by a large amount of 

investment from overseas buyers.  This is 

having a positive knock-on effect to mar-

kets in the south east, which are influ-

enced by London activity. The Pang-

bourne area is exemplifying this trend 

strongly and we expect a very good Au-

tumn market with 22 new instructions al-

ready signed up.  

 

Alexander Barton 

Partner - Head of Office  

Strutt & Parker - Tel:  0118 9845757 

 

Green Reminder 
Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council wishes to remind users of the  

Millenium Green that dogs are not permitted on the green. 

 

Dog mess is a nuisance to to those using the green and a particular dan-

ger to children. 
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Church matters  

The oldest is medieval St Laurence in Tid-

marsh where a lively family worship is held 

on the first Sunday of each month. 

 

St Nicholas in Sulham is a beautiful Victo-

rian estate church and is very popular for 

weddings and baptisms. 

 

St James the Less in Pangbourne is our 

largest church and can seat 300 people 

for our community events. Weekly worship 

begins with Prayer Book Holy Communion 

in the early morning followed by Sunday 

at Ten contemporary worship for all ages. 

 

Each church has other services on a 

monthly pattern including a variety of 

evening services from Prayer Book to Con-

temporary, Quiet to lively Praise. 

 

We are a worshipping community commit-

ted to the Word of God and being in 

Communion. We follow preaching series, 

keep the church seasons and celebrate 

Holy Communion three times weekly. 

 

We welcome visitors, we invite all to join us 

in worship, we teach and baptise those 

seeking Christian faith and would like to 

encourage all members of the Church of 

England to For full service details, please 

see the church noticeboards. 

  
contribute regularly to the mission of the 

Church serving the people in our villages. 

 

Regular services St Laurence, Tidmarsh 

  

Family service on the 1st Sunday of each 

month at 11 am. 

Family communion is held on the 2nd Sun-

day of each month at 11 am. 

 

Regular services for St Nicholas, Sulham 

  

Family service on the 3rd Sunday of each 

month at 11 am. 

Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of 

each month at 6 pm. 

 

  

Your parish churches in Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham 

The three villages in our parish all have an historic church in which the Christian 

community gather for worship.  

Your Roman Catholic church 

 
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe Road, Pangbourne 

which has Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am and Tuesday mass at 10 am. 

Confession is by arrangement. 

 

For more information, please contact Fr Dermott Tredget at Douai Abbey on  

0118 971 5300 or see www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html. 

 



Advertisements 
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    MASKELL HANDYMAN      

AND GARDEN SERVICES 

    Tidmarsh RG8 8EX 

 

Clearing Gutters & Exterior  

Maintenance 
Painting, Decorating, Tiling 

Flat Pack Assembly 

Fencing, Gates, Sheds 
Tree, Shrub and Hedge Trimming 

Lawns, Flower/ Vegetable Beds 

Pond Cleaning, Garden Tidying 

Other jobs considered 

References Available 

Contact Alan 

       Tel:- 0118 984 5326 

      Mobile:- 07954 140048 

Email:- alanrmaskell@hotmail.com 
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Professional electrician, taking pride in our work and care of your home or business. 

 

Fully qualified, apprenticeship served electrician, with over 30 years experience. 

 

Qualified to latest Wiring Regulations and” Part P” accredited for Domestic Electrical Installations.  

 

All works undertaken, happy to fit lights, install cookers or wire extra lighting points and sockets. 

 

Specialist in inside and outside lighting design and installation. So if you want to get the most out of your garden 

and impress your friends just ask! 

 

Full re-wires or fuse board upgrades. 

 

Inspecting and testing of existing installation, certification for marketed or let properties. 
 

Call now for a free estimate  

0118 984 4391 

07920 776 116 

info@chilternelectric.co.uk 

or visit 

www.chilternelectric.co.uk 

 

We have many satisfied customers so if you need a reference please don’t hesitate to ask! 

mailto:info@chilternelectric.co.uk
http://www.chilternelectric.co.uk


Advertisements 

30                                                   Tidmarsh with Sulham 

  

  
 

Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered  
Mobile Massage Therapist 

30 minute massage - £25   45 minute massage - £30 
60 minute massage - £35 

Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45 

New treatment offer  

Aromatherapeutic Facial only £31 Save £5  
Offer ends 31st 0ctober  2011 

07747 102141   holly@holtherapy.co.uk 
 www.holtherapy.co.uk 

Male clients on referral only 

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield 

 

PREMIER GARDENS  
&  FENCING 

 

FENCING   PAVING & PATIOS 

T URFING      SHED  BA SES  

BLOCK P AVI NG    D ECKI NG  

BRI CK WA LLS  

CA L L  F OR  F R EE  QUOT A -

T ION  

P HONE :   01 1 8  97 1  4 98 7  

M OBIL E :  0 7 83 3  6 42 74 0  

E m a i l : a d y qu i c k @ y a hoo . c o .u k  

    w w w . p re mi e r ga r d ens . b i z  

mailto:holly@holtherapy.co.uk
http://www.holtherapy.co.uk
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CLEAN AND TIDY  

Catherine  
 

C a t  b y  n a m e . . .   

C l e a n  &  Ti d y  b y  n a t u r e    

T e l  0 1 1 8  9 6 2 4 5 7 1   

E m a i l   c a t h y ba n i u k @ a o l . c o m  

DUSTING.  HOOVERING.  
POLISHING.  I RONING.  

SPRING CLEANS  
 

REGULAR OR ONE -OFF VISITS  
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L.K. PROPERTY SERVICES 
  

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, 

REFURBISHMENTS 

AND CONSTRUCTION 

  

EXTENSIONS & BUILDING ALTERATIONS 

  

KITCHEN AND BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 

  

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING & HEATING 

  

LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, FENCING & DRAINAGE 

  

WOOD FLOORING, CARPENTRY & DECORATING 

  

BRICK WORK, PLASTERING, FLOOR / WALL TILING 

  
  
  

CALL LEE KEELER 

Tel: 01635 579656 (Compton) Mobile: 07710 380408 

WEBSITE www.lkpropertyservices.co.uk 

  

FREE QUOTATIONS 
  

COURTEOUS SERVICE 
  

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 
  

ESTABLISHED 1992 

  

SERVING TIDMARSH, SULHAM 

& SURROUND VILLAGES 
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Advice and support 

West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 

Bartholomew St,  Newbury 01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 

Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Clubs and Societies 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute 

Margaret Pawson (president)    0118 984 2619 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  

Tidmarsh and Sulham 

Revd Heather Parbury...............0118 984 2928 

 

Church wardens 

Cherry East       ...........................0118 984 2636 

Julia Sheppard ..........................0118 956 1820 

Jennifer Nutt...............................0118 984 2370 

Jill Palfrey....................................0118 984 2698 

Ann Bolam ................................ .  

Parochial Church Council 

  

Tidmarsh representatives 

Susan Worthington ..................0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden ........0118 984 4912 

 

 

Sulham representatives 

Gill Haggarty ..........................0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton ........................0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

 

Friends of St Laurence 

Mike Kenyon, Chairman .........0118 984 2768 

Jon Chishick, Secretary ...........0118 984 3666 

Government 

MP for Reading West 

Alok Sharma (Conservative)....0118 945 4881 

 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward 

Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) .....0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative) .......0118 967 8280 

 

Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors 

Mike Broun (chairman) ............. 0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick ................................0118 984 3666 

Jim Hutchinson ...........................0118 984 1860 

Jonathan Pearson .....................0118 984 4837 

Libraries 
Pangbourne ...............................0118 984 4117 

Newbury       ...............................01635 519 900 

 

Local Information  

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the 

magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any 

reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views ex-

pressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to 

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 15 October at the latest. Whilst we make every effort to 

ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, the editor cannot 

accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that may occur. 
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If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on 

0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

 

Prices for one year: Prices for six months: 

Full page – £100 Full page – £50 

Half page – £60 Half page – £30 

Quarter page – £35 Quarter page – £17.50 

We can design your advertisement for you or carry out changes for an additional fee of 

£15. Please send your advert details or changes to alanrmaskell@hotmail.com 

Medical 

The Boat House Surgery 

Whitchurch Road, Pangbourne 0118 984 

2234 

NHS Direct .........................................0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust 

Reading office ..........................0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish magazine committee 
Jenny Cope (editor) ................. 0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton .......................... 0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  ........................... 0118 984 5202 

John Butler ..................................0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell ...............................0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt ...............................0118 984 2370 

Julia Sheppard .......................... 0118 956 1820 

Public transport 

Rail travel 

First Great Western ....................08457 000 125  

National Rail enquiries ..............08457 48 49 50  

TrainTracker (train times/fares) 0871 200 49 50 

Bus travel 

Reading Buses  .............................0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses ............................01635 567500 

Thames Travel...............................01491 837988 

Traveline 

National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info 0871 200 22 33 

 

Emergencies ............................................999 

 

All non-emergencies ............0845 8 505 505 

Scouts and girl guides 
Beavers, Simon Pickett............... 0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire...............    07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett.............. ...0118 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall........ .. 01635 48765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock ........... 0118 984 4286   

Guides, Helen Randall ...............01635 48765 

Rangers, Helen Randall .............01635 48765 

Village hall committee 
Peter King (chairperson) ............0118 984 4213 

Denise Randell (bookings)..........0118 326 6138 

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard .........................01635 42400 

Streetcare  ...................................01635 519080 

Planning applications  ................01635 519111 

Local Information Continued 
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