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Editorial

Another year drawing to a close and reports of freezing weather to come – oh dear I do 
hope not! Even worse than the dreaded rain and flooding, minus zero temperatures 
fill me with dread as all the water troughs and pipes freeze and it’s really hard work 
24/7 getting water across the fields for all the horses and then to keep it unfrozen long 
enough for them to drink it!! As always, we will cope with whatever weather is thrown 
at us and try and make the best of it.

I have just returned from a fabulous trip to Rajasthan where we enjoyed lovely warm 
temperatures and for just a few weeks I didn’t have to worry about the weather here! 
We did a self drive (not very common at all in India due to the lack of rules on the 
roads!) but once you get into it, it’s fine. You just follow the Indian rules which 
are – use horn for overtaking, undertaking and pretty much all the time, roads are 
for guidance only (if another vehicle is taking it all up then just drive where you 
can), lights are to make the vehicle look pretty (most cars don’t have them) and the 
mirrors are for checking your appearance (hence use of horn to warn vehicles you are 
overtaking!) Cows wander across the road and just lay around and many vehicles are 
so overloaded they can hardly move. All this makes for eventful journeys and are all 
part of the charm of India! This was our third self drive holiday to India and northern 
India was very different to southern. This trip included more temples and forts and 
less varied landscape – Rajasthan being mostly desert. We visited the Taj Mahal (of 
course) played elephant polo, rode camels and ate street food during the day when we 
were on the road. Just amazing!

By now I guess we are all getting used to the closure of Whitchurch Bridge. I confess 
I have forgotten on a few occasions and have had to turn around and go all the way 
back up Whitchurch Hill and through Goring and Streatley. So far though I am not 
finding it as bad as I expected but still hope they will keep to the timetable and it will 
be open again in April.

It is fantastic to see that the children’s Christmas Party is taking place again this year 
and I look forward to including photographs in the next issue.

Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and a healthy and happy new year.

Jenny Cope

Editor

jenny@candcystems.co.uk

Tel: 0774 777 5900
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Village People

Biddie Metcalfe
It is with sadness that we record the death of Biddie Metcalfe on 11th September.

Biddie and her husband Michael purchased Walnut Tree Cottage, Sulham in 
November 1959. They lived there until his death in May 1996. A year later she went 
to live on the East Coast to be near her family. She has been laid to rest with her 
husband at St Nicholas, Sulham. We extend our condolences to her son and daughter.

Wedding
The wedding of Paul and Fiona, now Mr and Mrs Cameron, took place at St Laurence 
on Friday 9th August.

The happy couple live in Manor Farm Lane and have only been residents here in 
Tidmarsh for about a year.

Both are teachers, with Paul hailing from Cold Ash, Newbury but Fiona comes from a 
little further away – from New Zealand.

We congratulate them both and wish them every happiness in their future together.
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Harvest News

Harvest at Sulham Farms
As time drew near for the start of harvest this year all farmers were hoping that the 
weather would prove to be much better than the harvest of 2012. Last year we had 
wet weather throughout the harvesting months of July and August. This year at least 
the weather looked better and the hope was we could operate the combine harvester 
in sunny conditions which would enable the grain to be put into store without any 
costly drying charges. The prospects for high yielding crops were not good following 
the very wet Autumn and Winter when the crops were planted. Some of our winter 
wheat which is usually planted in October, was not sown until the following January. 
The cold spring also meant that crops were slow to grow and very late. However 
nature does have a way to even things out and we had excellent growing conditions 
in June. The very hot weather in July was not something we would have wished for 
but certainly was enjoyed by everyone else and barbecues were the norm.

This year we had 740 acres (300 hectares) to combine with range of cropping which 
includes oilseed rape, wheat barley and beans. Harvest started on 24th July which was 
about a week later than an average year. The first crops to be harvested were winter 
barley. These had been planted the previous September just before the weather turned 
wet. They are grown on the chalk free draining soils so did not become waterlogged 
during the winter. They had also been able to fill the grain before the hot weather in 
July. All in all they proved to be one of the better crops this year (Reminder – perhaps 
I should grow more next year!) We then had a delay in combining as none of the 
other crops were ready to cut. This is a rather frustrating time with combines, tractors 
and labour all waiting to get going. However we were able to bale up all the straw 
during this time which will be used for the cows during the winter. By the first week 
of August we were back on track and harvested the oilseed rape then the wheat and 
barley before finishing up by harvesting the beans. The combine finally came to a 
halt on 4th September following an unbroken spell of 10 days which came after the 
August Bank holiday Monday. The final verdict on yields was “very variable but could 
have been a lot worse after such a poor growing year”. The quality of the grain this 
year was very good with wheat suitable for milling and the barley going for malting. 
Prices are much lower than last year, grain is traded in a global market and yields 
around the world have been reasonable.

Within two days of finishing this year’s harvest we had started planting the 2014 
harvest crops. So another year starts off, farmers tend to be an optimistic bunch and 
next year has got to be better.

John Haggarty
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Village Hall News

Village Hall News
September and October have seen some enjoyable events at the village hall. More are 
planned in the coming months in addition to the clubs, classes and activities that 
take place on a regular basis.

Quiz Night
On 21 September the annual Tidmarsh vs Sulham quiz witnessed 6 teams battling for 
the shield won last year by a Sulham team. The evening was enjoyable and a testing 
set of questions was once again provided by quizmasters John and Annette Chiswick.

Teams represented many parts of the village – Manor Farm Lane, The Street, Strachey 
Close, Tidmarsh Lane and Sulham. The shield went to Quiz Akabusi, a team from The 
Street consisting of Robertson family and friends whose speciality was sport as the 
team name suggests.

There was also a raffle, some of the prizes kindly donated by Simply Wines Direct of 
Pangbourne.

Coffee Morning
October 4 was the Macmillan coffee morning. The normal monthly coffee morning 
provided an opportunity to raise £180 for the Macmillan trust. Cakes were generously 
provided by Hilary Innes.

The coffee was preceded by the monthly walk that normally leaves at 10.00. All are 
welcome to participate in these events on the first Friday of the month. Coffee is 
served between 11 and 12.
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Village Hall News

100 Club
November’s coffee morning will be the opportunity to pick the first of the five 100-
club draws. Ticket holders should listen out for their doorbells as prize money is 
delivered.

Money from tickets sold is shared equally between the Village Hall and the 100 Club 
prize fund.

Winners will be published as the draw progresses.

Childrens Christmas Party
This year there will be a Christmas Party on Saturday 7 December from 2 – 4pm for 
children and grandchildren of villagers. Please contact Tim Maloney of Laurence 
House to sign up.

Contact details are on a separate advertisement in the magazine. Santa will be paying 
a visit.

Hiring the Village Hall 
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall is available for hire. For information on 
availability and cost of hire, please contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise Randell on 
0118 326 6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com

May we take the opportunity to wish all residents of Tidmarsh and Sulham a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year
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Notes from a Very Small Holding

My Hens’ Little World Has Been Turned Upside Down!
The fox decided to visit my girls one night and as a result I have lost two of them.

Entirely my own fault – I had allowed the undergrowth to flourish unabated through 
the electric fence netting that surrounds them. This caused it to short out and allowed 
Mr Fox in.

I was on a night shift when it happened. In the small hours of one of those stiflingly 
hot nights in August, with the windows wide open, Jerry heard a commotion 
outside. Realizing what the awful noise meant he was jolted into action, and rushed 
downstairs. The dogs were already alerted and barking at the back door to be let out. 
All three ran out, Jerry and the terrier round to the chickens; Holly (the Labrador) in 
totally the wrong direction! 

A fox was seen slipping away through the garden fence and across the road. The 
commotion probably woke the village. Sorry!

At this point Jerry decided that although it is an advantage to sleep in the altogether 
in the hot weather – it is not the sort of attire to be seen in – in the middle of the 
night – flailing round the garden accompanied by two dogs – cursing a long departed 
fox and clearing up the resultant mess – so he retired to the house to save any more 
embarrassment! 

Needless to say we spent the next day dealing with the undergrowth and I am pleased 
to say the girls have been unmolested since.

Our smallholding is slowing down for the winter. All the pigs have gone into the 
freezer, some as bacon and gammon and the rest as pork. The free-range chickens 
are packed neatly in there too. The ewes will stay with us, the six older ones looking 
forward to their visit from the ram ‘Mr Morton”. The two ewe lambs that were born 
this year will not be tupped so will be separated in November so as to be out of the 
way of their dad! Don’t want any of that stuff going on! Our first lamb (from the two 
ram lambs) will be on the table soon and we have honey to enjoy this year as well. 
The bees are just enjoying a final fling of nectar and pollen collection as well as taking 
in the additional feed of sugar syrup that we provide. 

Current headcount – 10 sheep, 9 hens (including three I got to replace the two that 
Mr Fox got), 3 hives of bees (that will be about 90,000 at this time of year) and two 
dogs!
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Help in the Community

New Initiative for Unpaid Carers at Pangbourne Surgery
Carers are being championed at Pangbourne Surgery with a new initiative aimed at 
bringing information and advice closer to home.

Patients who are looking after someone else will be able to see a support worker from 
Berkshire Carers Service at the Whitchurch Road surgery on a monthly basis from 
Tuesday October 15. She will be able to offer advice about sources of support, benefits 
and how to plan for an emergency.

Staff at Pangbourne Surgery are pioneering several initiatives aimed at ensuring 
they identify patients at their surgery who may be caring for someone else and 
have nominated Veronica Rys, a member of their reception staff, to be their Carer’s 
Champion.

Patients that are identified as unpaid carers will be offered yearly health checks and 
a flu vaccination, as well as being provided with information about Berkshire Carer’s 
Service. 

Elspeth McPherson, chief executive of Berkshire Carers Service, said as many as one in 
10 of all patients seen by GPs are unpaid carers yet nationally only three per cent of 
surgeries actively seek to identify carers.

She said: “This is a really welcome initiative and an important step forward in 
ensuring that the needs of carers are recognised. Many carers neglect their own health 
and well-being because they are short of time and their attention is often focused on 
the needs of the person they care for. However, it is proven that offering support to 
carers before a crisis starts results in carers reporting a significant reduction in stress 
related to their caring role.”

The doctors at Pangbourne surgery, led by Dr Manjdadria, said that they are 
delighted about this initiative and hope to improve the wellbeing of patients who are 
themselves caring for others. 

To book an appointment with a Berkshire Carers Service support worker, please call 
freephone 0800 988 5462. For more information about support for carers visit www.
berkshirecarers.org. 
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Notes from the Sul 

It was surely axiomatic that the spraying of the wood at the bottom of our garden 
with a pathogen against the oak processionary moth would lead to a dearth of 
butterflies this year. But no, not a bit of it. In all the years we have been here we have 
never seen so many butterflies as in the latter part of this summer– apparently in 
common with much of southern England, thanks to this year’s fine weather.

At the end of August the two large stacks of ivy growing at the bottom of our garden 
were covered in flowers, attracting many species of wasps, bees, flies and hoverflies.

We also noticed speckled-wood butterflies feeding on the ivy. These we have never 
seen before so we started to count just how many species of butterfly we had in the 
garden over that sunny weekend. We were amazed to find a total of 10, starting with 
the large-white and its cousin the small-white. Those two  accounted for over 50% 
of the total. The others were brimstone, comma, fritillary, peacock, meadow-brown, 
red-admiral and tortoiseshell. A few days later we found an eleventh species, a small-
copper. The recent warm weather and the opening up of the woodland really have 
worked wonders. 

Having previously noted that the clearing of the understory to Herridge’s copse 
showed up the beautiful drifts of bluebells, I now understand why we don’t have 
many of them in the wood at the end of our garden: it’s those pesky deer again! They 
have been doing more damage than the nipping off of bluebells. It is quite evident 
that the understory may have difficulty in regenerating, for the new hazel growths are 
obviously very appetising.

After my report of the plague heading this way, I should not have been surprised 
to find so many little frogs in our garden. No wonder the local heron has been 
visiting us. It certainly isn’t for fish, for this part of the Sul at least has very few, 
perhaps thanks to the pike that visited in the spring, and those few are tiny. Even the 
kingfisher doesn’t bother to stop on his very occasional patrols along the stream. At 
least we obviously have a few crayfish, if the recent evidence of a body left on our 
lawn by the heron is anything to go by.

My pleasure in the local wildlife was heightened over the very same period at the end 
of August by finding both a large grass snake and a large slow worm in our compost 
heap. Perhaps I shouldn’t mention our recent unwelcomed newcomers: a mole and a 
rabbit. I thought I had got rid of them. At least the local fox caught the rabbit; on the 
very day I purchased an airgun! Oh well, not all wildlife gives pure pleasure, but don’t 
get me going on the subject of pests. Perhaps another time?

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul …

 and let us see what we shall see. 

Richard Thomas 
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Notes from the Sul 

Speckled Wood Butterfly

Watermeyer & Grassroots Landscaping

A winning combination with over 20 years experience in designing and building beautiful gardens.
Let us create the garden you’ve dreamed about, the perfect outside space with your needs in mind.

Family, Formal, Cottage or Courtyard.
For further information contact us on     Tel:  0118 9845896     Mobile: 07510676248

Email: paulwatermeyer@hotmail.co.uk     www.grassroots-landscaping.co.uk
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Village Events

Sulham v Tidmarsh Cricket Match
This year the annual village cricket match was held on Sunday 1st September. As this 
was the week after the Bank Holiday both teams were able to put forward their first 
eleven. Next year there is talk of trials to make the teams. In true tradition none of 
the players did any preparation or training. Sulham did consult their strength and 
conditioning coach but it was decided they were more likely to pull a muscle in 
training and be out for the actual game. The match was held at our usual venue of 
Englefield cricket ground; it had been booked well in advance and was eagerly awaited 
(Please note the advanced booking). Several players made it home especially that 
weekend from their work away.

The weather was warm and sunny so no threat of the game being called off for rain. 
Since we re –started this annual match in 1997 we have only had to cancel for rain 
once.We did miss out one year due to the Foot and Mouth outbreak but this year all 
seemed set for a good game so what could go wrong. 

Sulham were keen to win back the shield after Tidmarsh won a close game the 
previous year. The field was set and with Sulham winning the toss – Tidmarsh were 
sent in to bat. The opening batsmen set off at tremendous pace and were quickly 
finding the boundary. The rules of the game are that you must retire if you make 25 
runs. Stuart Robertson reached 24 and then finished in style with a 6 giving him a 
maximum 30. Two further opening batsmen retired after making their 25 before the 
Sulham bowlers were able to stop the flow of runs. The innings then started to falter 
with Sulham taking three wickets and the run rate slowing down. After Tidmarsh 
reached 100 they had to make do with singles and John Alderton was the only bowler 
to hit the stumps. The final score was 136.
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Village Events

The tea interval followed which is always something we look forward to. A superb 
array of cakes and sandwiches had been prepared with tea and juice.

There was a good crowd of supporters for both teams and it makes a great social 
occasion for both villages to enjoy.

Tactics were being set out for the second innings when storm clouds started to gather. 
These were not of the meteorological kind but in the form of a film production crew. 
It seemed that Englefield House had been rented out to a film company involved in a 
reality TV programme. They had not been informed of the cricket match and needed 
to have the ground cleared for a helicopter landing.

The teams were assured we could finish the game and so the second innings resumed 
quickly. Sulham started well and though losing an opening batsman early on soon 
started to make runs. James Haggarty retired on 25 and with 52 runs made in 8 overs 
it was all set for a close and exciting finish.

However that was to be all that we were allowed to play, with the film company 
returning and asking us to clear the field immediately.

It was a great disappointment to all for it to end in such a way. Although we were 
refunded the money for booking the pitch and the film company made a donation 
to the cricket teams it was not how we wished the day to end. The film company and 
Englefield Cricket club have apologised for the mix up but for us it is a once a year 
event that we cannot reorganise. The game goes down as a tie with match abandoned. 
Working out a Duckworth Lewis result was far too complicated as we all drowned our 
sorrows over a pint.

Here is to next year and a more suitable result

John Haggarty
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Things To Do

Childrens’ Christmas Party 
Saturday 7th December 

2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall 

 

 
 

Christmas games for children, party 
food, and a special visit from Santa 

 
If you have children or grandchildren who 

would like to attend, please book 
your place by contacting 

Tim Maloney 
07768552009 

tgmaloney@outlook.com 
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Restaurant Review

Nino Bartolomei

Nino’s Trattoria Italia Pangbourne
In a recent review I expressed disappointment that the atmosphere of a lively and 
pleasant bistro-style restaurant in Pangbourne had not been translated into the food, 
so failing to give us a place we would all flock to. Well, perhaps my prayer, if that is 
what was, has been answered: but in Italian rather than in French!

For many years until not so long ago the small restaurant named Duck’s Ditty 
flourished in Reading Road, Pangbourne while for the past 32 years Nino Bartolomei 
ran various restaurants under the name of Nino’s in Reading and, more recently, in 
the George Hotel, Pangbourne. 

Nino retired in January. Thankfully, for us who live nearby, retirement was not for 
him so he took the opportunity of a recent closure of the last venture here to go 
back to work in these smaller premises seating just 28 customers. His experience and 
expertise is evident as you enter the trattoria. We were immediately struck by the 
comfortable way the restaurant is now set out and appreciated the relaxed friendly 
greeting. Here we really do have an Italian family restaurant, led by Nino in person 
and his wife Trixy. 

I do not feel the need to follow my usual habit of setting out what Rosemary and I 
had to eat and our comments thereon. Suffice it to say that the reasonably priced 
menu is just what you may expect of a small family run trattoria, and all the better for 
that! We all pretty well know what will be on offer. Go and try it for yourself. You will 
surely the not be disappointed and, like us, will appreciate Nino’s personal hospitality. 
He finished our pleasant evening meal with a flourish of two glasses and a little bottle 
of delicious refreshing limoncello.

Even if you don’t feel like going out for a  
meal, you may wish to try one of Nino’s 
numerous pizza or pasta takeaway dishes,  
all priced at about £10. Why not pick up a 
copy of his takeaway menu next time you are 
passing? Better still, go in and book a table.

Nino’s Trattoria Italiana

11 Reading Road, Pangbourne

(0118) 984 1333

Richard Thomas
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Book Club Review

The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey
This book was universally liked and enjoyed and was probably one of the more 
unusual. It will certainly be difficult to describe it without spoiling the magic! It is 
based on a Russian fairy tale.

The book is set in the 1920s when a couple, Jack and Mabel, who have experienced 
the still birth of their only child, move from ”back east” from their family, to a remote 
homestead in Alaska.

Their lives are harsh, Jack from the physically tough work of setting up the farm and 
Mabel from coping with the loneliness and isolation. Then one day at the start of the 
first winter there they build a snow child together. The next morning it has vanished 
but Mabel glimpses a young blond girl running through the trees.

It honestly is more convincing than the snowman song and movie as the group spent 
sometime discussing whether Faina, the blonde “snow child” is real and exists outside 
of their imaginations or not.

The pace of the book is slow but the description is so beautifully written that it keeps 
you captured. The character are 3 dimensional and convincing and the readers find 
themselves caring about what happens to them.

The struggle to individually, physically and emotionally survive is evident throughout 
as well as trying to keep their relationship alive. Luckily the author leaves us with a 
hopeful although sad ending.

Definitely worth reading on a cold weekend when you are tucked up recovering from 
a bug!

Future dates
October 30th at Thatch Cottage Sulham  

 Gone Girl and/or The Moonstone by Wilkie Collins   

December 4th at Shelton farm Tidmarsh  

 Two Brothers by Ben Elton   

January 22nd at Beedon Cottage Sulham  

 Jamaica Inn by Daphne du Maurier.  

Future reads;  
 The Poisonwood Bible by Babara Kingsilver.  

 And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled Husseini.  

 A Cuckoo’s Calling by JK Rowling
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Gardeners’ Corner

Top 10 Things to Do in Your Garden
Tender plants will need protecting from frost, gales and freezing rains. Move plants 
into the greenhouse, or into a sheltered spot, but if you can’t, it is worth wrapping 
plants or pots in situ. Remember our feathered friends by leaving out food and 
especially water.

November
Clear up fallen leaves – especially from lawns, ponds and beds

Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging of 
pots

Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year 

Prune roses to prevent wind-rock

Plant out winter bedding

Cover brassicas with netting if pigeons are a problem

Insulate outdoor containers from frost – bubblewrap works 
well wrapped around pots

Stop winter moth damage to fruit trees using grease bands around the trunks

Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden

Use a seasonal bonfire to dispose of excess debris unfit for composting

December
Keep an eye on winter protection, and if you have 
a greenhouse, make sure the heater works. It’s 
time to think about pruning apples and pears too.

Check your winter protection structures are still 
securely in place 

Check that greenhouse heaters are working OK

Prevent ponds and stand pipes from freezing

Prune open-grown apples and pears (but not those trained against walls)

Prune acers, birches and vines before Christmas to avoid bleeding

Harvest leeks, parsnips, winter cabbage, sprouts and remaining root crops

Deciduous trees and shrubs can still be planted and transplanted

Take hardwood cuttings

Keep mice away from stored produce

Reduce watering of houseplants
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Village Update

Tidmarsh Millennium Green : Wild Flower Area 
This is being written in anticipation that the wild flower impregnated “mats” will 
have been laid on the weekend of Saturday 19th October. Thank you to those of you 
who turned up to help with this.

The area was marked out in mid-September with the help of Craig and Fiona from 
Sunnybrook, Tidmarsh under the watchful eye of Brian Murby who works tirelessly to 
keep the Green in such superb condition.

The grass and any weeds within the area were then killed using a newly-developed, 
non-toxic process which uses heated foam. As this is written, the mats are due for 
delivery in a fortnight and in the next issue the incidents of this and the laying of the 
mats will be reported.

Millennium Green Trustees

A Barefaced Lie to the New Minister
A new minister was visiting the homes of his Parishioners to introduce himself.

At one house there was no answer when he rang the bell, but he did see the drawn 
curtains twitch a little .

Not wishing to impose,he left a visiting card with a note which read “Revelations 
3;20”. 

If you look that up you will find it reads “Here I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in.”

When the offering was collected after his service the following Sunday, the minister 
noticed his visiting card was in the collection with the additional Bible reference 
“Genesis 3;10” He quickly looked up the quotation and chuckled as he read the 
parishioner’s reply “I heard thy voice in the garden and I was afraid, because I was 
naked.’ 
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Village Update
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RHS MEDALLISTS:
Hampton Court Gold 2012 
Hampton Court Gold 2012 

Chelsea Silver Gilt 2012



Arranging a funeral can be stressful and 
demanding: five generations of experience: 
We believe we will make a difference. 

Ÿ 24 Hour assistance 
Ÿ Modern and traditional options 
Ÿ Competitive costs
Ÿ Funeral flowers on-line
Ÿ In house monumental masons

Reading   0118 957 3650
Thatcham 01635 873672

Also at Wokingham, Bracknell, Henley-on-Thames

www.abwalker.co.uk
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Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered  
Mobile Massage Therapist 

30 minute massage - £25   45 minute massage - £30 
60 minute massage - £35 

Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45 
Aromatherapeutic Facial - £36 

 Mini Facial - £20 

07747 102141   holly@holtherapy.co.uk	  
 www.holtherapy.co.uk 

Male clients on referral only 

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield 

Accountant …
… specialising in providing business with  
a commercially aware Finance Manager  

on a part time basis.  
I have experience in many aspects of  

financial and management accounting:
Sage accounting 

Management and year end accounts 
Budgets and forecasts 

Fixed assets 
Cash flow and treasury 

VAT and Corporation tax 
Credit control 

Company secretarial and much more
If I can be of assistance to you  

from a few hours to a few days per month  
please contact  

Mark Chappell on 07778 794453 
or email: mark@pemberley.me.uk
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“ WEST BERKSHIRE'S GARDEN MACHINERY SPECIALIST “

An established family run company with a reputation for personal service &
commitment to quality - 20 years in business

OakleafOakleaf  Garden & Estate Machinery Ltd.Garden & Estate Machinery Ltd.
SALES  •   SERVICE •  REPAIR

DELIVERY & COLLECTION 

0118  974  50350118  974  5035
Agents ForAgents For

HEWINS WOOD FARM,  ASHAMPSTEAD ROAD, 
BRADFIELD ,  READING.      RG7 6DH 

                   www.oakleafgm.co.uk                
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MUSIC GROUP 

FOR 
PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN 
Action songs, musical games, 

Percussion instruments, puppets. 
LOTS OF FUN. 

Classes in Didcot and Blewbury 
Other classes available 

                                                        Tel: 01235 851091 
       www.tinytunetime.co.uk 
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the
blewbury building

company

New builds House extensions

Garage conversions Loft conversions

Refurbishments Renovation

Wood frame buildings

01235 850579

07808 401554

mark@blewburybuilding.co.uk

A thoroughly professional service from start
to finish, delivering the utmost quality and
customer satisfaction.
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 6 December at the latest. Whilst we make 
every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  
Tidmarsh and Sulham  
Revd Heather Parbury  0118 984 2928 

Church Wardens  
Julia Sheppard  0118 956 1820 

Jill Palfrey  0118 984 2698 

Parochial Church Council 
Tidmarsh Representatives 
Susan Worthington  0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden  0118 984 4912 

Janice Proud 

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Jon Chishick, Chairman  0118 984 3666 

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer        0118 984 2621

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative)  0118 967 8280 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

Jim Hutchinson  0118 984 1860 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Alan Maskell 0118 984 5326 

Denise Randell (bookings)  0118 326 6138 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 
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Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  0118 984 5202 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell  0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

Cathy Tucker  07773 379920

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  01 18 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  101

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  
0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

   12 Months  6 Months

 Full page: £100.00 Full page: £50.00

 Half page: £60.00 Half page:  £35.00

 Quarter page: £40.00 Quarter page: £20.50 

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

The Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Magazine  

is typeset by Tina Shorter, Pangbourne  

and printed by Fericon Press, Reading
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