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Editorial
Well, here we are almost at the end of another year and we have managed to keep 
producing this magazine despite a few setbacks along the way. 

Firstly our lovely printer, Graham Lea of Trinity Creative, retired and we had to find 
another. Quite easy I expect you are thinking, and yes in principle it is of course, but 
we are a small parish magazine with a very limited budget and therefore not every 
printer’s ideal client! Plus, Graham had got involved with us when we first designed 
the ‘new style’ magazine a few years back and his help and advice were invaluable and 
nothing was too much trouble. Our second setback this year was when Alan Maskell, 
our ‘production man’ had to step down due to other pressures of work and we were 
tasked with finding someone to take over. This is a time-consuming function with a 
tight deadline and it’s a big ask to expect someone to do this on a regular basis when 
they have a day job and a family. 

Fortunately we have filled both these voids with a new printer recommended by 
Graham (Fericon Press) and Tina Shorter on production (Tina also produces the 
Pangbourne Magazine) but it serves to remind me that this magazine is very much 
a labour of love for all those who give their time freely to maintain its presence as a 
communication tool for the villages. It would certainly not be possible without our 
little dedicated team and without the willingness of our regular contributors.

As 2012 draws to a close it seems a good time to thank everyone who has contributed 
to the magazine in one form or another – from producing the accounts, reviewing 
local restaurants, writing about the various events, supporting it with advertising and 
of course the Parish Council for their funding. You all know who you are! 

Today (the 22nd October) for me marked the beginning of winter – not because of 
the weather but it was the day I pulled up all the summer bedding plants – many of 
which were still in full bloom (fuschias, geraniums and dahlias to name just three). I 
also stripped the vegetable patch, pulling carrots, leeks and remainder of the beetroot. 
The runner beans (which were still producing the odd bean) came up too, as did the 
peas. There were even a few raspberries left on the canes. Tidying the garden is for 
me the opposite of Spring Cleaning – I guess I call it Winter Cleaning – putting the 
garden to bed for another year. I am sure the gardening gurus would advocate leaving 
things to seed, but I am afraid I like to get it all tidy so I am ready for the bad weather 
and can get a head start once the weather warms up a bit in the new year. Oh, and we 
mowed the lawns again today – the grass is still growing! 

Please continue to send in your contributions, the next issue will be January/February 
… and don’t forget to let us have details of any special events/dates – weddings, 
births, anniversaries etc.

Jenny Cope 

jenny@candcsystems.co.uk or 0774 777 5900 

Cover photograph courtesy of Mark Farrington
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Parish News

News from the Parish
Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council has welcomed a new councillor. The vacancy 
on the Parish Council, left by the resignation of Jim Hutchison in July, was filled at 
the last meeting by John Haggarty.

The Parish Council has accrued a large pot of what is known as ‘Section 106’ money. 
This is funds given by developers when building of any sort takes place within a 
parish. There are, however, stringent rules governing what the money may be spent 
on, with all of the money in the Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Council pot being 
allocated for use on existing open spaces only. The Parish Council has spent a long 
time trying to decide on how best to spend this money, as there is a time frame 
involved for all funds given. In past years new play equipment has been installed on 
the Millennium Green and new hedges around the green boundaries.

At September’s meeting it was agreed to press forward with another plan to make 
use of more of the money, before it is lost. The idea is to create a wild flower garden 
on part of the Millennium Green, like those seen this summer at the London 2012 
Olympic village. The Parish Council is now liaising with West Berkshire Council to 
push ahead with idea, which will see ready-seeded turf laid, hopefully, next March. 
Residents should then be able to enjoy the sights and smells of the new wildflower 
area within months.

Planning decisions:
July – Planning Decisions: 

Application  Location  Description  Decision  
number 
12/00622/LBC2  Thatched Cottage, Replacement windows Approved
 Sulham Lane, RG8 8DX

12/00728/HOUSE  4 Manor Farm Mews,  Conservatory  Approved

12/00897/LBC2  Tidmarsh Barns,  Enlarged chimney  Approved 
and/HOUSE  Tidmarsh, RG8 8DA

12/00853/FULD Eaglesfield Stables,  Retention of mobile home  Approved
 Tidmarsh, RG8 8ES  for equine worker for 
  three years 

12/00539/FULD The Mill House,  Five bedroom house Application
 Mill Lane, Tidmarsh  with car port  withdrawn

July – Planning Applications:

Application  Location  Description  Decision  
number 
12/01123/FULD  Malpas Farm, North St,  Change of use of part of No objections
 Theale, RG7 5EU  building from agriculture to 
  B8 storage 
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12/01117/CERTE  Vyners Estate, Mill Lane,  As per title deeds the land is  Objects. Planning
 Tidmarsh, RG8 8EB used for part offices/parking  committee
  and part yard as storage  meeting to be held  
   separately 

12/01682/LBC2  Thatched Cottage,  Replacement French doors  No objections
 Sulham, RG8 8DX

12/01564/HOUSE  Thatched Cottage, Extension and outbuilding No objections,
and LBC Sulham, RG8 8DX (garage)  but council looks 
   to conservation 
   officer for 
   reassurances that 
   they are happy 
   with it

September – Planning decisions: 

Application  Location  Description  Decision  
number 
12/01421/FUL  Glebe Orchard,   Refused
 Tidmarsh, RG8 8ES

11/00218/ Retail Park,  Ikea development  Approved
COMIND Pincents Lane, RG31 7SD 

12/01682/LBC2  Thatched Cottage,  Replacement French door Approved
 Sulham, RG8 8 DX 

12/01568/LBC Thatched Cottage,  Extension and replacement  Approved
 Sulham, RG8 8DX  outbuildings

September – Planning Applications:

Application  Location  Description  Decision  
number 
12/021411/FUL  Mayden Farm,  Removal of 3 antenna on  No objections
 Tidmarsh, RG8 8HG  existing column and replace 
  with 3 antenna and additional 
  dish, plus 2 equipment 
  cabinets on existing base

Congratulations to …
Max Morgan and Vicky Williamson who live in Tidmarsh  

and got married in mid-October
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Dates …

… at a Glance
2 November Village Walk Meet at Village Hall at 9.30am
2 November Coffee Morning Village Hall starting at 11.00am
3 November Pangbourne Firework Fiesta Pangbourne Primary School 5.30pm 
21 November Parish Council Meeting Tidmarsh Village Hall, 8.00pm 
7 December Village Walk Meet at Village Hall at 9.30am
7 December  Christmas Coffee Morning Village Hall starting at 11.00am 

 

… for your Diary 
Children’s Christmas Party 

Usually held in December, this event is awaiting a response from parents to volunteer 
and participate in running the party. Please see Village Hall News section for more 
details on how you can help.

Coffee mornings at Tidmarsh Village Hall

These are usually held on the first Friday of the month from 11.00am to 12noon. 
There is a village walk that takes place prior to this (weather permitting). Meet up 
outside the hall at 9.30am. All welcome, including well-behaved dogs. Next dates are 
Friday 2nd November, Friday 7th December, and Friday 4th January.
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Village Hall News

Children’s Christmas Party
In previous years we have held a Children’s Christmas party at the Village Hall in 
December. For the last few years it has kindly been run by Joanne and Ian Walker, 
who have now moved out of the village. 

The Village Hall Committee is happy for the event to take place again this year, but it 
does require parents of children from Tidmarsh and Sulham to come forward and take 
over the event by promoting it and running it on the day.

For parents that have not attended previous parties, the format is as follows:
• everyone is asked to bring a plate of party food
• there are a few party games such as Musical Chairs and Pass the Parcel
• the children then eat and sometimes a cartoon can be shown  
 (the hall has a projector and screen)
• it finishes with a visit from Santa.

Committee members will still help to organise a visit by Santa and decorate the hall. 
The party has usually been held on a Sunday in early December from 12noon to 
2.00pm, so a suggested date is Sunday 9th December, which is provisionally reserved 
in the diary for the event.

The Committee ask that if anyone is willing to take on this role, with enough 
support, to please contact Peter King on 0118 984 4213 or email at king@f2s.com 

Coffee Morning 
Thank you to everyone who attended the 
Coffee Morning on Friday 5th October 
and gave a donation for some delicious 
cake to go with their coffee. 

The amount collected for Macmillan 
Cancer Support was £57. 

Hiring the Village Hall 
The Tidmarsh with Sulham Village Hall 
is available for hire. For information 
on availability and cost of hire, please 
contact the Bookings Secretary, Denise 
Randell on 0118 326 6138 or by email at 
tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com
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Gardening

The Garden at Tithe Barn, Tidmarsh
On 10th June this year Fran Wakefield opened her garden at Tithe Barn, Tidmarsh for 
charity under the National Gardens Scheme. Luckily I went, albeit out of idle curiosity 
rather than expecting to be bowled over by the discovery of a really lovely garden. 

Fran’s creation is an approximately 30m square walled garden hidden behind her 
house, approached from St Lawrence Church through an attractive courtyard fringed 
by her flowering mini-meadow. Here is no simple cottage garden, but a sophisticated 
example of the gardening art, owing much to Fran’s eye for good design and evident 
love of plants. She completely redesigned the garden only six years ago. During those 
years she must have been as busy as the bees in her hive.

The design is fairly formal and geometric, predominantly laid out for viewing from 
the house. The large central lawn is separated from gravel paths on each side by low 
box hedges and brick edging. These hedges are a little larger than one often sees and 
similarly enclose surrounding beds of roses and herbaceous planting. By so using the 
hedges, Fran has successfully accentuated the design, reflecting and incorporating the 
surrounding mellow walls. Balls of box and yew have been used to add focal points 
of interest, as have large pots of Agapanthus and the metal water tank shown in these 
pictures.
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My favourite part of this superb garden starts at Fran’s feet in the first photograph. 
The wall at the southern end is partly obscured by well-chosen small trees. Under 
them is a delightful enclosed seat nestling half hidden in one corner, inviting you to 
stay awhile and enjoy this view.

If ever you wanted to know what to plant in a shady area, here is the answer. Under 
the airy canopy is a rhythmic planting of well chosen shrubs, largely hydrangea 
paniculata, in their turn mostly under-planted with a superb collection of hostas and 
ferns. The background of the mellow wall is incorporated and further softened by 
a climbing hydrangea. This is gardening on three levels executed artistically by an 
expert. 

The garden is again to be opened to the public on 16th June next year. Go and have 
a look for yourself. I am by no means alone in being most impressed. Fran was one of 
only four finalists in this year’s Daily Mail National Garden Competition. Well done 
indeed and thoroughly deserved recognition. 

John Morris: September 2012

Gardening

Photos courtesy of The Daily Mail
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Purley Horticultural Society
Trading
The Trading Store in the Memorial Hall car park, Glebe Road is open every Saturday 
and Sunday from 10.00am-11.00am until Sunday, 28 October. Membership of the 
Society is only £2 and garden supplies can be purchased at certain nurseries (list in 
trading store). Bulbs are now available for sale at the Store.

Outings
On Wednesday, 12 September Molly Haughton organized a very successful trip to 
the Royal Horticultural Gardens at Wisley. I thoroughly enjoyed the trip and hope 
everyone else did, especially as the sun shone for us and we only had a small amount 
of rain on the return journey, I would like to thank Molly for organizing this trip.

Purley Horticultural Society & Purley WI 29th Late Summer Show
This took place on Saturday, 8 September. We had nearly 300 entries and the judges 
were very impressed with the standard of the entries in view of the difficult weather 
conditions gardeners have experienced this year. Trophies were presented to the 
winners (listed below) by the Rev. David Archer:
Graham Chapman  PHS Perpetual Challenge Cup & Fairfoull Trophy
Robin Lewington  Banksian Medal & Purley Home & Garden Bowl
Ray Stuart   Reg Ayers Memorial Trophy
Tina John   Purley W.I. Cup
Anne Thomson   Neil Buckle Trophy
Janet Wallbanks   Purley Homecraft Salver
Nancy Massie   Frankston Vase

Talks
Wednesday, 21 November – Talk by Ben Viljeon on Berkshire Gardens Trust, 
Blenheim, Rousham & Caversham Court.

RHS
As an affiliated Society we hold a card that provides entry for paid up members to the 
RHS Gardens at Wisley, Rosemoor, Harlow Carr & Hyde Hall for one member and one 
guest at a special rate. If you require further in information or would like the card, 
please contact Wendy Chapman on 9429067.

If you would like more information on the Society’s activities you can visit the Purley-
on-Thames website, www.purleyonthames.org.uk/Phs

Happy gardening,

Marion Dabbs

942 2349

Gardening
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A Year in Your Garden

A Year in Your Garden
November/December 

November is the best time of year for 
laying turf as the soil is warm and moist; 
it is the best time too for planting fruit 
trees. Dig a large enough hole to easily 
take the root ball, make sure it is deep 
enough to be able to plant it at the old 
soil mark. Remember to put in a stake, if 
needed, before planting. Mulch well with 
garden compost or well rotted manure. 
Water well in dry periods. For a beautiful 
fragrant plant even in the depths of 
winter plant Lonicera fragrantissima, a 
member of the honeysuckle family that 
grows to 1.8m high.
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Further Notes from a Very Smallholding

What are we going to do with all these?
The runner beans, at least this year, seem to have excelled all expectations. Freezer 
space is now at a premium, especially with delivery of our last batch of succulent 
pork. 

The courgette, the only one to survive the wet summer, has produced a steady flow 
of tubers; we will have to make more ratatouille and freeze. I can see a trip to a well-
known electrical supplier coming up!

The pig’s paddocks are quiet and I haven’t the heart to clear their area for next year’s 
crop … The arks have been undermined and left at jaunty angles, testament to the 
ability of the pigs’ bulldozer noses. Weeds still have not made an appearance either; 
even the Merry Tiller gave up trying to turn the soil to allow me to reseed.

Hams from the first batch though have been cured in a salt and pepper mixture 
and now enclosed in muslin are hanging in the stable in a well ventilated area. This 
second lot should be even better than last year with lessons learnt to ensure that any 
exposed meat doesn’t turn to ‘biltong’.

The sheep on the other hand are demanding … having been bucket trained, they 
come running when we arrive at the field gate. Ginny is the most vocal and until she 
has been fed sheep nuts protests as to how hungry she is. She was hand raised after 
being orphaned and will mug you given half a chance.

The flock consists of 6 sheep, three ewes and three ewe lambs. The ewes will be put to 
a ram before the end of November for lambing in April. ‘Tupping’ on 5th November 
should mean lambing on 1st of April but nothing is ever that certain!
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Further Notes from a Very Smallholding

We have found a Dorset Down Ram to continue the Pedigree rare breed strain; any 
ewe lambs are retained to increase the flock, the ram lambs go to the table.The three 
ewe lambs, born in February this year will continue to mature next year for ‘tupping’ 
in November.

Autumn is approaching fast, the bees whose year has been rather difficult are going 
mad every time the sun shows its face, building stores for the winter. You may have 
noticed ivy and sedum covered in honeybees – one of the last sources of nectar in the 
year. 

Our Bramley apple tree, which had a severe haircut last year to remove a huge and 
damaging amount of mistletoe, has even managed to produce; okay it is only one 
large apple but this bodes well for next year. The small eaters have put on a good crop 
though and are almost ripe, looking round and sun-burnished.

The hens have already started to slow their production after the equinox; as governed 
by the shortening days, they produce fewer eggs.

I suspect with the onset of winter that there will be little to report. I am sure that we 
will be busy though, repairing a ‘pre-loved’ stock trailer, building a new farrowing ark 
for a potential sow and weaners, not to mention splitting a huge stack of wood for the 
fire.
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Restaurant Review

The Bladebone Inn, Chapel Row
We were intrigued to read in the newspapers that the chef from The Bladebone had won 
a national competition for the best Scotch egg, although it seemed to us that his recipe 
would be for something completely unrecognisable to the Scots. Anyway, being reminded 
that we had been intending to try The Bladebone, off we went, to be proudly shown the 
trophy presented by Fortnum & Mason.
Seated near a welcoming fire in a comfortably spacious dining room, we were well looked 
after by two delightful youngsters, both of whom displayed the art of a friendly welcome 
and service without being intrusive.
The Bladebone is run by the chef. He is evidently keen to show off his skills with imagina-
tive presentations, although on occasions he perhaps tries too hard; more is not always 
better, particularly when leading to an overly-decorated plate. Having got that slight 
gripe out of the way, let me say that we had an excellent meal preceded by an appetiser 
of finely chopped black pudding in a filo wrapper with crisped Parma ham and pear 
purée – very nice it was.
From a choice of eleven starters, Rosemary had a ‘crispy duck egg on toast with wild 
mushrooms and white balsamic’ (£6.50). The crispy part refers to the breadcrumb coat-
ing round an egg that was still beautifully soft-centred. Accompanied by assorted tiny 
mushrooms, it was pronounced delicious. However, we thought the dish could have been 
improved by serving on a slice rather than with little squares of toast: perhaps brioche 
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would have been even better. I thoroughly enjoyed my ‘rabbit with truffle gnocchi, bacon, 
carrot and chicken jus’ (£6.95) although I found no trace of the bacon! The rabbit melted 
in my mouth: obviously not a former local vermin.
Twelve, mostly very interesting, main courses were offered. Rosemary continued with her 
duck theme, choosing ‘English duck breast and leg with sweet potatoes, rainbow chard, 
beetroot and carrot’ (£14.95), a colourful selection made the more interesting by the leg 
meat being shredded and wrapped in filo pastry and the sweet potato being layered with 
the everyday sort. I had interesting mashed potato in my ‘low cooked pork belly with 
smoked potatoes, Parma ham, autumn Greens and a Douai Abbey cider jus’ (£14.50). 
Both the pork and its crackling were beautifully tender. The Parma ham was presented 
like crisp butterfly wings: an excellent dish.
Having eaten well, we really shouldn’t have had a dessert, but purely for the benefit 
of those who might think of following our example, we shared a superb blackberry 
millefeuille (£5.50) made with (yet more!) filo rather than flaky pastry and served with 
blackberry ice cream and blackberries in syrup: truly scrumptious.
We thoroughly recommend The Bladebone for an excellent eating experience, somewhat 
a mixture of fine dining and country rustic.
The Bladebone Inn, Chapel Row, Bucklebury
Telephone: (0118) 971 2326
www.thebladeboneinn.com 
Richard Thomas: October 2012
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Book Club Review

Engleby 
by Sebastian Faulks
Supposedly Sebastian Faulks once admitted that he is ‘drawn’ to the French towns for 
settings for his novels as “he cannot perceive the grandeur in Reading”.

Well, in this latest book he did set his very odd but convincing character in Berkshire. 
Engleby attends a minor local public school with sadistic prefects.

The reader is left wondering whether they are the root cause of Engleby’s later 
criminal acts which are slowly revealed throughout the book.

We follow him through Cambridge where he is socially ill-adapted to student life, 
through his work as a reporter and novelist and eventually into a mental institution.

He isn’t a character who you could easily like, so the book we doubt could win your 
heart, but Faulks provides a lot of insight into psychological disorders and their causes 
and treatments, so that you leave the book feeling you’ve learned a lot about clinical 
psychology. This is so different from Songbirds, (his novel set in World War I) that 
other than both are brilliantly written you would have thought they had two different 
authors .

In our next meeting on 9th November at Box Cottage, we will be reviewing ‘When 
God was a Rabbit’ as we hadn’t all finished the book and didn’t want to spoil the 
ending!

We are also reading ‘The Hare with the Amber Eye’.

The next book for anyone wanting to come and join in is ‘Life and Fate’ by Vassily 
Grossman. The meeting to discuss this book will be January 11th 2013 at Sally 
Puxley’s house, Sulham Lane.
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Equestrian News

Hall Place Show Success
The 32nd Hall Place Annual Horse Show in Reading was held on the August Bank 
Holiday. British Show Jumping Course Builder, Kate Turner, created the fences for 6 
BS classes and the Sunshine Tour Qualifiers. Jennifer Lower from Wiltshire and arab 
pony, Pry Classic Gold, took first place in the Minimus Jumping to win the David 
Ronaldson Challenge Cup. Carley Sullivan, from Reading, had a successful day 
winning the Novice Rider with Bright Red Bounty and the pairs relay riding Kestrel 
with partner Sarah McCouid and Jessie. Carley was presented with the Alexandra 
Wicks Trophy by class sponsor, Mrs Rosemary Keogh. The Intermediate Open winner 
was Amy Turner, age 13, riding her own Simply Stanley. 

Best Turned Out went to Question Master, ridden by Claire Goodwin-Hill, who 
travelled from Sandhurst. This 20 year old Irish Sports Horse was also placed in the 
Ridden Veteran class. Arab, Dhamma Fielen and Kelly Britton performed well to 
take the ribbons in the Family Pony and Welsh Section D; Rainhill Lancelot was the 
winner of the Ridden Mountain & Moorland.

First place in the Ridden Coloured competition went to Mary Lou II with owner 
rider, Alison Smith. Mary Lou II aka ‘Rosie’ is a 9 year old KWPN x welsh from the 

‘Samber’ line. Alison trains at Hall Place 
and has owned Rosie for 9 months. The 
partnership has developed well and 
Alison aims to compete in all disciplines 
with this delightful little mare.

Runshaw William AP Aries, with his 7 
year old handler/rider William Hall, was 
the winner of the Lead Rein class and 
small Mountain & Moorland Breeds in 
hand. The 2 Williams then went forward 
to become In Hand Champions! The 
2 together have proven to be a great 
partnership and qualified for the NPS 
Summer Championship. Mum, Lisa 
Hall, said ‘None of this would have been 
possible without the excellent coaching 
and support from our instructor, Clare 
Chance, who has spent many hours 
with them both. The Williams have now 
turned their attention to jumping and 
we hope to be successful in cradle stakes 
next season’. 

In the Hunter showing Alice Kent 
Amy Turner on Simply Stanley
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travelled from West Sussex to win the 
Show Hunter class with thoroughbred 
cross Boris. 13 hands Marmite was first 
place in Working Hunter Pony with rider 
Mayan Northway-Young from Bradfield 
Southend. The working Hunter winner 
was Jasmine Kearey from Bramley with 
Casper Van Overis Z. This winning 
combination went on to become 
Hunter Champions with an excellent 
performance in the show ring.

Hall Place Supreme Champion went to 
Hans II, a German Warmblood owned 
by Karin Fitton. Judges Richard Oliver, 
Jennie Sedaline and Debbie Bonner were 
all in agreement and presented the RLW 
Trophy and prizes. The Championship 
was kindly sponsored by McGonnell and 
Gillatt Veterinary Practice. Beth Mantel 
has the ride on this super 7 year old 
gelding as regular jockey Theo Fitton 
is injured. Beth and Hans have also 
qualified in ‘Search for a Star’ for HOYS 
and jumped BS Newcomers successfully. 
“He has been perfect. I’m so lucky to 
have the amazing opportunity to ride 
such a talented horse!” said Beth. Beth 
has recently started as an equine lecturer 
at Berkshire College of Agriculture and 
also events her own horse.

Next on the Hall Place competition 
calendar is the Autumn Novice Show on 
2nd November. 

Beth Mantel and Hans II
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Church News

Christmas at St Nicholas Church
December 16th at 11.00am: Crib service.  
 All families are welcome. Children will be invited to help decorate the tree.

Decmember 22nd at 10.30:  
 Come and help decorate the church ready for Christmas.

December 22nd at 18.30: Sulham Carol singing  
 Meet at the Lychgate of St Nicholas church for carols around the village.

Christmas eve at 3.00pm: Christingle.  
 Come for a candle-lit service for all the family.

December 25th 11.00am:  
 Lessons and Carols.

Tidmarsh Carol Singing
We are planning a carol-singing evening in Tidmarsh on Thursday December 
20th,starting in Strachey Close at 6:30pm. This is an annual event and a fun evening 
for all ages. Come for as long as you like: even if you can only manage a short time 
your contribution will be very welcome.

We shall be collecting for PACT (Parents and Children Together) which is a local 
charity.

For further details contact Julia Sheppard (01189 561820)  
or Jennifer Nutt (0118 984 2370)
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 Autumn and Winter Sunday Worship  

           in the Parish Churches 2012-13 

St James the Less, Pangbourne   

St Laurence, Tidmarsh & St Nicholas, Sulham 

Each week in St James  

7:45am   Holy Communion  Book of Common Prayer 

10am   Sunday at Ten  Contemporary language worship 

this may include Holy Communion, Children’s Church, 
Baptisms - see church notice board & newssheet 

Each month : Morning   

11am  

1st Sunday   Family Worship in St Laurence  

2nd Sunday   Holy Communion in St Laurence  

Morning Prayer (Matins) St James  

3rd Sunday   Family Worship in St Nicholas  

Each month : Afternoon and Evening  

3pm    

4th Sunday  Evening service with hymns in St Nicholas  

6pm  

1st Sunday   Evensong in St James  

2nd Sunday  Quiet Service in St James  
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The Bishop’s Talk on 28 September in  
St Laurence Church, Tidmarsh.
In recent years the Friends of St Laurence have hosted a talk of interest to local 
residents each autumn in the church as both a social gathering and fund-raising 
event. Normally the topic is advertised in advance, but this year the guest speaker, the 
Rt Revd. Andrew Proud, the Bishop of Reading, was invited to speak on the subject of 
his choice. 

Just over 30 local residents braved a chilly autumn evening to hear Bishop Andrew 
Proud talk about his years as Bishop of Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa. We were 
treated to a lighthearted and social talk split into two interwoven topics – his life of 
faith and mission there as Bishop and an insight into its people, their daily lives and 
his living amongst them over 8 years. This he illustrated with a wonderful selection of 
slides which were informative, colourful, scenic and also thought provoking.

He explained the rich and long Christian history of the area which has 80 language 
groups and a population of 68 million which is projected to grow to 150 million in 20 
years. During his time in Ethiopia the number of Anglican congregations grew from 
eight to fifty three and the number of ordained clergy increased from five to twenty 
two.

He recounted that he made many journeys away from his church in Addis Ababa, out 
into very remote areas, some into neighbouring countries where worshiping and even 
being a Christian can sometimes mean danger and even death. These journeys could 
take 2 or 3 days and were often unannounced, so as to both protect himself and those 
he was meeting and administering to. Often it seemed that word of mouth on his 
arrival in a village brought an unexpected number of mothers wanting their children 
christened, and a visit expected to last a short time was often extended by hours.

He told us that the role of women in much of that part of Africa was not only to 
bring up children but also duties which included finding and carrying wood for 
cooking, water and food, preparing 
meals and providing clothing for their 
children. The most important and 
influential organization appeared to be 
the Ethiopian equivalent of our ‘Mothers’ 
Union’. This national group provided 
invaluable help to women with advice on 
health, education and local issues.

Bishop Andrew’s enthusiasm and humour 
in describing incidents on some of his 
journeys and his mission there showed 
that his love of this ancient Christian 
country in Africa will always stay with 
him. 

Church News …
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the
blewbury building

company

New builds House extensions

Garage conversions Loft conversions

Refurbishments Renovation

Wood frame buildings

01235 850579

07808 401554

mark@blewburybuilding.co.uk

A thoroughly professional service from start
to finish, delivering the utmost quality and
customer satisfaction.
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Recent Events

Tidmarsh vs Sulham 2012 Cricket Match 
The Tidmarsh vs Sulham 2012 cricket match was held on August Bank Holiday 
Monday at Englefield.

This year saw a return to victory for Tidmarsh in a fiercely competitive atmosphere. 
The teams fielded sides of ten men each, each player bowling two overs.

Tidmarsh won the toss and put Sulham into bat; the Sulham captain was James 
Haggarty.

The top scorer for Sulham was Stuart Wilder with 14 runs; good fielding by Tidmarsh 
meant that four wickets fell to run outs. Sulham were all out for 79 runs.

Tidmarsh went in to bat after a great tea full of savoury and sweet treats! Thank you 
ladies for a wonderful provision. 

Tidmarsh made a good start with captain Stuart Robertson making 16 runs. Sulham 
bowled very well; John Alderton took three wickets and James Haggarty two. Colin 
Kenton was the only other Tidmarsh batsman to reach double figures with 24 not out. 
He was the bastion of mid order batting.

The teams were very close at the end but Daniel Robertson came in as last man to 
hit the winning runs. Tidmarsh finished on 83 runs and took back the trophy from 
Sulham.

Tidmarsh vs. Sulham Quiz Night
On Saturday 6th October the Village Hall hosted the annual Quiz Night. Many thanks 
to Annette and Jon Chishick for providing a very entertaining set of questions. 
While there was a lively crowd of participants, there were still tables to spare and 
ample food. Perhaps next year more people will attend what is always a friendly and 
enjoyable social event.

The winning team was the Sulham All Stars, who were the only team from Sulham.

During the evening, the first draws for the 100+ Club took place, and here are the 
winners:

100+ Club Draw September October

1st prize £25 Jim Hutchison Lynn Shepherd

2nd prize £15 Sue Worthington Jane Farrington

3rd prize £10 Stan Boatman Brian Crook

The next draws will be taking place during the Coffee Morning on Friday 7th 
December.

Do come and join us for coffee and mince pies.
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Things to Do

Computer Tuition for the Over 50s
Silver Surfers Inspire4Life is a group of volunteers who provide 1:1 tuition to the over 
50s who … 
• wish to learn how to use a computer or 
• wish to improve their computer skills. 

Each course consists of 6 x 1 hour sessions which take place on Thursday mornings in 
Purley.

There are 6 different courses covering all abilities

• Complete Beginners – for people who have little or no computer skills 

• Beginners Refresher – to brush up on their computer skills

• Taking Control of Your PC – including how and where to save files and then  
 how to find them.

• Microsoft Word 7 – covering all aspects of the program

• Digital Photography for Beginners – including how to take better pictures  
 and how to transfer them onto your computer

• Digital Imaging – Using Photoshop 5 – teaches you how to improve and  
 manipulate your photos.

Fees:  The Beginners course is free – to get you started. 

 All other 6 week courses are currently £25.

For more information contact Suz Harper: tel: 0118 941 5244 (11:00 – 16:00 weekdays 
only). E-mail: courses@inspire4life.me.uk 
Or see www.inspire4life.me.uk

In addition to the computer courses, Silver Surfers also run Tai Chi classes in Purley on 
Wednesday afternoons. Beginners are always welcome
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Notes from the Sul

On one of my walks this past summer, I was a little surprised to find three separate 
herds of cattle in the parish.

We are used to seeing the fully resident herd of beautiful soft brown and white 
Simmental cows belonging to Sulham Estates. They crop the grass growing in the 
lower, wetter parts of the Sul Valley that cannot easily be put to arable crops. Each 
time I see them standing in the brook I am reminded of the rural scenes by Constable.

picture by granddaughter, Liberty, aged six, taken on last year’s farm walk

Simmentals originated in Switzerland. The cows are easy to handle with excellent 
mothering ability and long-term fertility, proving very successful in rearing quality 
beef calves to weaning off grass. On his excellent farm walks, John Haggarty told us 
that these attributes make the cows ideal for use by Sulham Estates.

The other two herds are not resident in the parish but are regular visitors to the Moor 
Copse nature reserve of Berks Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust. They are brought in to 
control and manage the low-lying grassland in the expectation of increasing the wild 
flowers growing there.

On my walk, I first came across the Dexters. Little half pints: Dexters are the smallest 
British breed of cattle. They are usually black, as these were, but can occasionally be 
dun or red. The breed society claims that they are descended from the predominantly 
black cattle of the early Celts and introduced into England in 1882, having been bred 
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Notes from the Sul

in Ireland by a Mr Dexter. Dexter cows are 
extremely maternal and calving problems 
are rare. Put those qualities together 
with their hardiness, comparatively light 
weight and longevity, and it is hardly 
surprising that BBOWT use them.

In the next meadow was a herd of British 
Whites. It is claimed that these cattle have 
direct links with the ancient indigenous 
wild white cattle of Great Britain. As the 
name implies they are mainly white, but 
with occasional small spots of black and 
black noses, ears and feet. British White 
cows too are hardy, long-lived and easy 
calving. They are also said to be natural 
foragers, so naturally this breed is also 
used by BBOWT in their nature reserves.

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul, and let 
us see what we shall see.

Richard Thomas: October 2012
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Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered  
Mobile Massage Therapist 

30 minute massage - £25   45 minute massage - £30 
60 minute massage - £35 

Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45 
Aromatherapeutic Facial - £36 

 Mini Facial - £20 

07747 102141   holly@holtherapy.co.uk	  
 www.holtherapy.co.uk 

Male clients on referral only 

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield 

Faces of Pangbourne 2012 – 
Photographic Exhibition
On Saturday 20th October there was a 
second opportunity to see the fantastic 
‘Faces of Pangbourne’ photographic 
exhibition when the photographs were 
displayed in the foyer of Pangbourne 
Village Hall.

The photographs were taken by 
Gill Turner, a local resident – the 
compositions are excellent and it is 
great to see so many familiar characters 
included. Our very own restaurant 
critic and editorial contributor, Richard 
Thomas, was also included as one of the 
chosen subjects.

Faces of Pangbourne
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Faces of Pangbourne
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 6 December at the latest. Whilst we make 
every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  
Tidmarsh and Sulham  
Revd Heather Parbury  0118 984 2928 

Church Wardens  
Cherry East  0118 984 2636 

Julia Sheppard  0118 956 1820 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Jill Palfrey  0118 984 2698 

Ann Bolam  0118 942 1020 

Parochial Church Council 
Tidmarsh Representatives 
Susan Worthington  0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden  0118 984 4912 

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Mike Kenyon, Chairman  0118 984 2768 

Jon Chishick, Secretary  0118 984 3666 

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative)  0118 967 8280 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

Jim Hutchinson  0118 984 1860 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Peter King (chairperson) 0118 984 4213 

Denise Randell (bookings)  0118 326 6138 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 
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Local Information

Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  0118 984 5202 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell  0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Julia Sheppard  0118 956 1820 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

Cathy Tucker  07773 379920

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  01 18 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  0845 8 505 505 

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  
0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

 Full page: £100.00 Full page: £50.00

 Half page: £60.00 Half page:  £30.00

 Quarter page: £35.00 Quarter page: £17.50 

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

The Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Magazine  

is typeset by Tina Shorter, Pangbourne  

and printed by Fericon Press, Reading



www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk


