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Welcome to the July/August issue of the magazine…

Once again I must start by thanking those of you who have continued to send 
in your subscription payments — this really does help the magazine 
enormously as it couldn’t exist without these and we know, from the feedback 
that we have received, that the magazine is valued by the majority of 
Tidmarsh and Sulham residents.

Since arriving in Tidmarsh just over three years 
ago now, I have been amazed by the 
community spirit and sense of belonging that 
prevails. Every event that is organized is well 
supported and thoroughly enjoyed. This past 
month we have seen the Farm Walk, once 
again a most interesting evening and well 
attended, and the Parish Supper where even I 
could not get tickets as by the time I had 
called to purchase them the event was sold 
out!

Up and coming is the Summer Picnic with 
music at Sulham House on Friday 31 July — if 
the Parish Supper is anything to go by, you will 
need to get your tickets quickly! On Saturday 
1 August is the Sulham Garden Fete which is 
always a great fun event for all the family. The 
committee are always looking for volunteers, 
particularly to help with the set up and 
clearing up, so if you would like to get involved 
please contact one of the committee 
members featured in the advertisement in this 
issue of the magazine.
                                     

Another huge attraction in June was Fran 
Wakefield’s Garden Open day. Over 125 
visitors were recorded, but we believe there to 
have been many more, and they were treated 
to a viewing of Fran’s garden which she has 
created from scratch in just three years! She 
has amazing artistic flair, not to mention a 
huge capacity for hard work. Teas were served 
in the church adjacent where there were 
more examples of artistic talent in the form of 
floral displays depicting seasonal events.

As promised, Karen Lynch has written an article 
for this issue of the magazine on her family’s 
experience of moving to the village and we 
also welcome Craig and Fiona who have 
recently moved into Sunnybrook (the old 
schoolhouse) in Tidmarsh.

I hope to see many of you at either the 
Summer Picnic or the Garden Fete where I shall 
be serving teas and look forward to hearing 
more feedback and ideas for future issues of 
the magazine.

Enjoy the summer!

Jenny Cope
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk
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Art classes
Mondays and Wednesdays
Art classes are held in the village hall on 
Monday mornings, Monday afternoons and 
Wednesday afternoons. For further details, 
contact Christina Taylor Smith at 
artdynamics@btinternet.com or call 
01491 671870.

Goring and Streatley regatta
Saturday 18 July
The highlight of Goring Gap Boat Club's year is 
our Summer Regatta. It will take place at 
Bishop's Farm, Streatley on Saturday 18 July 
from 9.30 am to 6 pm.

Tickets may be purchased in advance at a 
price of £5 for adults and £2 for children and 
seniors. These can be ordered online or bought 
from Inspirations and local pubs. If you would 
like to book a gazebo pitch on the river bank, 
e-mail gazebo@goringgapbc.org.uk and 
ensure that you and your family have a great 
base for the day.

The Regatta is a fantastic family day out. Not 
only is it a premier rowing competition, but it 
also offers a traditional mix of family events 
including a fun fair, craft tent, range of stalls, 
places to eat, lots of live music and, of course, 
a beer tent. In addition, in the arena will be 
racing ferrets, dog agility and birds of prey.

To find out more about this amazing day, visit 
our web site at www.goringgapbc.org.uk.
                                     

Walking group
Friday 3 July and Friday 7 August
These walks start at Tidmarsh Village Hall at 
9:30 am and will last approximately 1½ hours. 
They will be at an easy pace on paths over 
fields and woodland. All are welcome, 
including well-behaved dogs. There will be 
coffee and chat afterwards in the village hall 
(see below).

Coffee morning
Friday 3 July and Friday 7 August
The Village Hall coffee mornings take place on 
the first Friday of each month from 11 am to 
noon. Do come along for a chat. There’s a 
village walk that takes place prior to this, 
weather permitting (see above).

Inaugural parish walk
Sunday 9 August
The new circular path will be opened with an 
inaugural walk starting at 11 am at The 
Greyhound public house. More information on 
page 9.

Book club
Wednesday 9 September
Summer reads are The Woman in White by 
Wilkie Collins and The Return by Victoria Hislop. 
Read one or both and come and join in 
friendly informal discussion at Garden House in 
Sulham on Wednesday 9 September. For more 
information, contact Alison Boyland on 
0118 984 5202.
                                     
Dates for your diary
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Table top sale
Sunday 1 November — 11 am to 
1 pm
Please contact Karen on 0118 930 2622 if you 
are interested in selling at this indoor car boot 
sale at Tidmarsh Village Hall. Tables cost £5 to 
hire. Admission 20p.

                                     

Pamper evening
Thursday 12 November
Last year saw the launch of an evening for the 
ladies to indulge in relaxing therapies and treat 
themselves to cosmetics and other 
accessories such as jewellery and scarves. To 
participate as an exhibitor or therapist at this 
year’s event at Tidmarsh Village Hall, please 
contact Karen on 0118 930 2622.
Dates for your diary (continued)
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Farm walk
by Gillian Alderton

The second Sulham farm walk took place on 
Friday 12 June — a warm summers evening. 
Sixty four people arrived and were welcomed 
by owner Henry Scutt and were then led on a 
lovely gentle walk through beautiful farmland 
and woodland stopping at various points of 
interest where farm manager John Haggarty 
explained about livestock, types of crop, soil 
types, crop rotation, history and wildlife on the 
farm. Sulham Farm was runner up in the Berks 
Bucks & Oxon Farming & Wildlife Advisory 
Group) — Conservation Award in 2008.

The walk began in the farmyard looking at a 
two day old calf and her mum; the calf was 
named Buttercup by one of the younger 
attendees.

Two-day old Buttercup

                                     

A view on the walk

John has made a commitment to assist Natural 
England on a ten-year project to maintain wild 
habitats within the environs of the farm. Des 
Sussex from Natural England gave an 
interesting and informative talk about the work 
they do.

The walk finished in the old barn at Sulham 
farm where drinks and snacks were enjoyed by 
all.

Many thanks go to the Scutt family and to John 
Haggarty for taking the time to host and 
prepare this educational and enjoyable 
event.
                                     
Parish matters
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A midsummer night's feast
by Lynn Shepherd

On Friday 26 June around 60 people from 
Sulham and the surrounds got together at the 
Sulham Estate barn for a barbecue supper 
and some summer socialising.

Despite threats of thunderstorms the weather 
stayed fine and, as is traditional in any event 
involving raw meat and naked flame, the 
chaps stepped forward to do the cooking.

We all gathered round as two whole lambs 
were grilled on an open fire, and a herd of very 

interested cows watched from the adjoining 
field. All the food was superb, from the melon 
and prosciutto starter to the scrumptious 
home-made meringues.

Everyone agreed that it was even better than 
last year's, and special thanks and fanfares go 
to Richard and Rosemary Thomas for a heroic 
job of organisation and preparation. Thanks 
also to the Sulham Estate for playing host.

Here's to another one next year!

Village hall news
by Ann Robertson 

Thank you to all who came to the Skittles Night, especially the younger 
generation who enthusiastically reset the skittles after each round; it was hard 
on the old backs!

100 club draw
There are no events planned during the 
summer months, but in August and early 
September members of the Committee will be 
knocking on your door to sell the 100 Club 
Draw tickets. We hope you will buy one, or 
more, as they provide extra funds towards the 
upkeep of the village hall and the lucky 
winners each month receive £25, £15 or £10 in 
prize money. It runs for five months (September 
to January inclusive) with a bonus draw for the 
New Year. The proceeds of ticket sales are 
shared equally between the village hall and 
the prize money.
                                     

Future events
In the autumn there will be a Table Top Sale 
and a Pamper Evening. Both of these events 
are still relatively new to the hall, and require 
participation from anyone interested in selling 
or exhibiting their goods or skills. For details see 
the Dates for your diary section.

Hiring the village hall
Tidmarsh village hall is available for hire for £10 
per hour. For information on availability and 
booking, please contact Karen Fountaine on 
0118 930 2622.
Parish matters (continued)
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Local planning applications
Below are details of recent planning applications made within the Tidmarsh 
and Sulham parishes. You can find more details on these planning 
applications, including their status, on the West Berkshire Council web site at:

http://publicaccess.westberks.gov.uk/PublicAccess/tdc/tdc_home.aspx 
                               

                                     

Application Ref. Address Proposal

09/01136/FUL Storage Site
Glebe Orchard
Tidmarsh

Demolition of existing single storey building and erection of new 
building in B1 use class
Parish matters (continued)
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The Crooked Billet, Stoke Row
by Richard Thomas

What a joy to go somewhere where the chef obviously enjoys his food and the 
staff are clearly pleased to serve you. Not only that, but at The Crooked Billet 
at Stoke Row you can enjoy frequent special musical evenings or even 
cookery demonstrations. 

Apparently the property was built in 1642 and 
Dick Turpin used to court Bess the landlord’s 
daughter. The age of the place gives a 
wonderful ambience thoroughly enhanced by 
the chef-proprietor and his excellent staff. I 
don’t know how he manages such an 
extensive interesting and varied menu without 
recourse to cheating by buying in many 
dishes, which he obviously does not.

As you may have gathered, we thoroughly 
enjoyed our evening: and the food was pretty 
good too!

I started with grilled smoked eel and streaky 
bacon on mash (or should I say pomme 
purée). Simple, but well done and tasty. 
Rosemary had crispy wild mushroom risotto 
cakes: crispy on the outside, succulent inside 
and she said delicious.

For the main course I chose casserole of local 
rabbit with mustard dumplings and Rosemary 
had pan-fried seabass with cumin and 
coriander on a tzatziki and fatoush salad. 
These too were tasty, and the portions 
generous, but we thought that the beautifully 
cooked soft fillet of fish did not sit comfortably 
on the salad, including as it does chunks of raw 
red and yellow peppers. Perhaps the salad 
would have been preferable as a side dish.
                                     

With the generous courses we were glad we 
hadn’t been tempted to order a dish of bread, 
olives and hummus. As it was Rosemary 
couldn’t manage a dessert, but for the benefit 
of this report I forced myself to try the excellent 
rich and juicy rhubarb and ginger triffle: like a 
trifle only more liquid. With the scrumptious 
sounding choices available, Rosemary was 
very tempted and only sorry that she hadn’t 
been shown the dessert menu before 
ordering.

By the time we had a bottle of wine, but not 
coffee, the dinner came to £86 including a 
little over the usual 10 percent service charge, 
thoroughly earned by the cheerful staff. Not a 
particularly cheap evening out, but good 
value for the lovely meal and altogether most 
pleasant experience. How nice to feel able to 
recommend somewhere without hesitation. 
Why not try the £13.95 set lunch offered 
Monday to Saturday.

The Crooked Billet
Newlands Lane, Stoke Row, Henley On 
Thames, RG9 5PU
Tel: 01491 681 048
http://www.thecrookedbillet.co.uk 
                                     
Restaurant review
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The 19th Wife by David Eberschoff
A review by Gillian Alderton

The dominant voice of the book is 
Ann Eliza Young, the 19th wife of the 
Mormon patriarch Brigham Young. 
Brought up as a Latter Day Saint, Ann 
Eliza becomes disillusioned with her 
life and with huge personal sacrifice 
divorces her husband; she went on to 
campaign against plural marriage in 
the 1890s.

Running alongside her narrative is the present 
day story of Jordan Scott. Raised in a 
community of saints, he is banished at the age 
of 14 for holding the hand of his stepsister. 

Years later he learns that his mother has been 
accused of the murder of his father; he 
suspects foul play and returns to clear her 
name.

The two narratives give the reader a 
fascinating overview of day to day realities of 
polygamy.

The book received mixed reviews from book 
club readers, but all agreed that the way of life 
of the Latter Day Saints and an understanding 
of the reasons why women agree to plural 
marriages became clear as the stories 
unfolded. Definitely worth a read.

                                     
Book club
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A great day out for the Goring Gap Boat Club rowers
by Jenny Pond

A large contingent of rowers from the boat club entered the Maidenhead 
Recreational Regatta on Sunday 26 April.

After last year's clean sweep, it was only 
natural that Goring Gap Boat Club (GGBC) 
crews held back and let the home crews from 
Maidenhead Rowing Club (MRC) take the 
silverware.

Despite some superb rowing, GGBC always 
managed to catch a crab or lose a seat at the 
vital moment. Faking a mishap takes hours of 
practice, but it was all worth it, with the guys 
from MRC feeling elated at their new found 
prowess. 

Many thanks to Maidenhead for hosting a 
superb event and our friends from Reading 
Rowing Club who nearly let us win a race!

Obviously, come the Goring and Streatley 
Regatta on Saturday 18 July we will be hoping 
for a convincing win for the GGBC.

Entries for crews to row in the regatta are now 
open. No experience is necessary, as full 
training will be given. For more information, go 
to the GGBC website at 
www.goringgapbc.org.uk.

                                     
Out and about
Parish Magazine 13

http://www.goringgapbc.org.uk


Purley Horticultural Society
by Marion Dabbs

Coach trip to Abbey Gardens, 
Malmesbury
On Sunday 19 April the Society had a most 
enjoyable coach trip to these gardens to view 
the tulips. I was amazed to see all the various 
types and different coloured tulips. The 
weather was perfect so those participating in 
a picnic were able to enjoy this in the gardens 
or overlooking the stream in the grounds. I 
hope everyone had a good day out and I 
would like to thank Wendy Chapman for 
organising this.

Plant sale
On Saturday 9 May the Society held a very 
successful plant sale with a lovely sunny day. 
The Society is very grateful to all the customers 
who supported us and hope you are all 
pleased with the plants.

Late summer show 
The Society, together with Purley WI will be 
holding this show in Purley Memorial Hall, 
Glebe Road on Saturday 5 September. 
Schedules are available from the Trading Shed 
and we look forward to a good number of 
entries. Sections A, B, C, D and E are open to 
amateurs resident in the areas covered by 
Purley Horticultural Society. Entry forms must be 
handed into the Trading Shed or to 
Mr J Armstrong, 169 Long Lane, Tilehurst by 
Wednesday 2 September.

The Show opens to the public at 2:30 pm to 
4 pm with the presentation of trophies at 
3:45 pm. Entry to the show is free. Refreshments 
will be available.

Trading
The Shed in the Memorial Hall car park is open 
from 10 am to 11 am on Saturdays and 

Sundays until the end of October. We have 
discontinued the Wednesday evening 
opening due to lack of interest. Membership of 
the Society is only £1.50 and garden supplies 
can be purchased at discounted prices. If you 
have not renewed your membership we would 
be grateful if you could do so as soon as 
possible.

Secretary
The Society still requires a Secretary. If anyone 
feels they can help us and would like more 
details, I would be grateful if they could ring 
me on 0118 942 2349 or Jimmy Armstrong on 
0118 942 1645.

We have a web page on the Purley on Thames 
Parish Council web site at:

http://www.purleyonthames.net/
index.php?page=phs 

Happy gardening to you all!

July and August in your 
garden
by Gillian Alderton

Many early flowering perennials are now 
beginning to make seed, unless you want to 
propagate more plants now is the time to cut 
them back, removing dead flower spikes from 
lupins and shearing geraniums close to the 
crown. They will soon produce new leaves and 
some will produce another show of flowers. 

This time of year is good for taking soft wood 
cuttings as they root fast when temperatures 
are high. Cut soft tips approx 5 cms long and 
remove lower leaves, dip ends in rooting 
powder and put in pots of soil-less compost. 
Keep in a shady frame and remember to 
water.
Gardening matters
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Chocolate cake
by Alison Boyland

9oz self raising flour
9oz sugar
9oz butter

4 eggs
2 tablespoons of good quality cocoa powder
4 tablespoons of milk

I put all the ingredients in a bowl and simply beat the mixture (luckily I have a mixer) until it is 
smooth and completely combined. Divide in half and put half into two 8 inch cake tins which 
should be well buttered.
I put it in the Aga in the middle shelf for 25 minutes and keep testing it with a fork every 5 minutes 
until the fork comes out almost clean. I guess this is equivalent to 240°C.
We often use Nutella for the middle of the two sandwiches or fromage frais and strawberries. Then 
for the top we use a bar of Galaxy. Delicious and the only recipe my daughter and I know off by 
heart!
                                     
A family recipe
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Rainbows, guides and rangers
1st Basildon Rainbows
The rainbows started the summer term with a 
climbing session at a local school. This was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the girls. Many thanks 
to Paul, one of the guide's parents, for 
organising the afternoon. During our usual 
meetings the Rainbows have spent time 
playing Twister, making pizzas, singing and 
sharing all their Easter holiday news. We had 
an evening of space hopping, which was very 
tiring! 

We also had a joint meeting with the Brownies 
and had a picnic in the park and played 
games. The weather was excellent and 
everyone had a great time.

The rainbows are looking forward to an African 
drumming night and for the new ones to 
officially join the unit by making their promise.

1st Pangbourne Guides
The guides have had another busy term. We 
welcomed two new brownies, Gabrielle and 
Rosa, up to guides. Highlights have included a 
drumming session where we learnt to drum en 
masse and ended the evening making up our 
own rhythms in small groups. We also enjoyed 
a fantastic summer evening of canoeing and 

boating on the Thames at Caversham. Lots of 
the girls finished the evening by jumping into 
the river for a swim. Our next big event is our 
weekend camp at Thirtover and look out for 
our stall at the Pangbourne fete.

Pang Valley Rangers
This term has been quiet as most of our 
members have exams at the moment.

However, we have had two joint meetings with 
local Guide units, one was spent on the River 
Thames, either in a bell boat or a rowing boat, 
which was certainly a new experience for us. 
The other was spent at our Guiding House near 
Thatcham, where we built wood fires and 
enjoyed hot dogs and hot chocolate. 
Unfortunately the weather at the start of the 
term has been against us, so grass sledging 
was cancelled, but hopefully this will be 
rearranged later in the year. The Rangers also 
had a climbing session.

Plans for the rest of term include a weekend 
camp and a night hike.

More information
If you would like any information on the above 
units, please phone Helen on 01635 48765.

                                     
Children’s matters
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The Lynch family think so...
We used to live in a beautiful village in Warwickshire. Life was close to perfect. 
Quiet roads, beautiful countryside, a gorgeous village pub and just the small 
issue of … a 120 mile round trip to my office in Nottingham, a 160 mile round 
trip to my husband’s office in Slough, and children in school in Wiltshire!

Eventually, we had to admit that life had changed and that we needed to 
take a long hard look of the practicalities of sustaining those ridiculous 
commutes. We had to do something about the negative impact on our 
bodies, our credit cards and not to mention the environment!

Although common sense had to prevail and 
drive change, we were still dragged kicking 
and screaming (well almost) from our perfect 
home in our perfect village to look for a more 
practical option for the next few years of our 
lives.

We rented our home back in Warwickshire on 
a long-term lease and began our search for a 
new home from a serviced apartment in the 
Heathrow/Slough area that we affectionately 
named the transit lounge. The initial thoughts 
that we’d had about settling in Windsor (a mile 
to Slough and an easy commute for my new 
role in London) were quickly abandoned 
when the reality of aircraft noise and slow 
moving traffic hit us. It was only at this point 
that the tough reality of meeting all our needs 
hit home:

• An easy commute to Slough and central 
London — preferably by train.

• An easy drive into Wiltshire and ideally a 
train option too.

• Somewhere nice (and reasonably priced) 
to keep a horse.

• Somewhere to ride, and a few horse shows 
too!

• Good access to an airport to visit my 
parents in Spain.

• Not too far that our friends from 
Warwickshire that won’t make the effort to 
visit.

• A 4 bedroom house with room for a decent 
vegetable plot…

…all in walking distance to a village pub!

It seemed like an impossible task to find all this, 
yet retain a sense of the village life and 
countryside living that we loved. But only one 
week into our search, we stumbled upon 
Tidmarsh and an almost perfect solution, when 
an agent literally 'slipped' an extra property 
into our viewing itinerary. With a perfect house 
available a quick Google led us to an online 
version of this very magazine and to a new 
livery yard in Tidmarsh advert. A quick meeting 
with Jenny Cope and a decision was made. 
Nice neighbours, stables at the bottom of our 
garden and all within walking distance to a 
pub and the railway station! 

We are almost three months into our new life in 
Tidmarsh and I can honestly say that we have 
found a gem. Motivated by the need to keep 
our horse Paddy fit, not to mention trying to 
restrict our own waistlines, we’ve been out and 
The perfect village?
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about quite a bit. We really are spoilt living 
here. We’ve walked along the Ridgeway, 
ridden through Hardwick Estate, strolled many 
times through Sulham Woods, jogged the 
bridleways and even walked into Pangbourne 
for a pub crawl — something we hadn’t done 
in years! 

We’re having such a wonderful time exploring 
we’ve even decided to holiday at home with 
the children for the first time ever. Armed with 

a full set of OS maps we’re going to have such 
fun being tourists right here in Tidmarsh. We 
want to learn carriage driving, rowing and 
generally just explore more of the lovely 
woods, tracks, lanes and rivers in the area. 
Hopefully we’ll meet more of you along they 
way. 

Have a great summer from Karen, Scott, Boo 
and Georgina Lynch. 

In days gone by
Sulham and Tidmarsh in World War II — Further memories 
from Jean Harland
During the 1940s many of the young men were being called up to go into the 
forces and our villages were no exception. Women of my mother’s age in their 
40s were needed to help with the war effort and so she began in a small 
building that had once been a garage in Purley making small components of 
some sort.

She was not at all keen in the work and soon 
after starting there we heard Sulham was to 
get its first contingent of evacuees. She felt this 
would suit her better as if you took in an 
evacuee you were let off war work.

So, one afternoon in late September 1940 she 
went along to the school to collect the 
evacuee she had been allocated. She 
returned with a young lad of nine called 
Richard. All he had with him was a small 
suitcase, gas mask and the label on his coat; 
also he didn’t look very clean.

The first thing was to give him a good wash, but 
as we didn’t have a bathroom it had to be the 
kitchen sink which didn’t go down too well. But 

worse was to come (for him) when he found 
that the lavatory was half way down the 
garden. In his suitcase he had a few items of 
underwear (with more holes than a sieve and 
a rather grubby grey colour) plus one shirt and 
spare trousers. My grandmother being a 
seamstress soon had the task of making him 
clothes from old ones of my father’s. However 
more about our evacuee later.

In the early part of the war it was decided to 
build an aerodrome on the outskirts of the 
village of Theale. After the war this area was 
used for gravel extraction and today its use 
has changed once again and now there are 
large lakes where water activities take place. 
But in the early 1940s the purpose of an airfield 
The perfect village? (continued)
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was to train young RAF would-be pilots to take 
part in bombing raids over Germany. The 
planes they trained on were Tiger Moths and 
their training was quite intense over a fairly 
short period. After they were qualified they 
would be joining a squadron with more 
training to fly Spitfires and Wellington and 
Lancaster bombers. Once the airfield was up 
and running many of the airmen were billeted 
in the surrounding villages and Sulham had its 
fair share. Unfortunately for us we had our 
evacuee as I thought this sounded much more 
interesting. 

However, around this time my father became 
eligible for war work. Having served in the army 
in WW1 he was over the age of call up and so 
began work on the airfield as a groundsman in 
the officers' quarters. He made friends with 
some of the lads and often would bring one of 

them home for a meal and take them to The 
Greyhound pub afterwards which many of 
them, being far from their homes, very much 
enjoyed. I remember them as jolly occasions.

As the war progressed more rationing took its 
hold and coal, petrol and soap joined the list 
as the supplies dwindled and deliveries 
became erratic. The Ministry of Food published 
food leaflets to help housewives make the 
most of the meagre rations. Slogans on the 
leaflets appeared to make you take notice of 
what they were trying get across to the public. 
Two that spring to mind are Potato Pete and 
Dr Carrot as we were encouraged to eat more 
of these vegetables and everyone wondered 
what would be next.

Next issue, the story of The Rescue Party...
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Church of England
3 villages, 3 buildings, 1 church!
The Church of England Parish of Pangbourne 
with Tidmarsh and Sulham has three church 
buildings:

• St James the Less at the bottom of 
Pangbourne Hill at the centre of 
Pangbourne.

• St Laurence on the main A340 through the 
village of Tidmarsh.

• St Nicholas tucked away near Sulham 
house in Sulham.

Together these places of worship are the 
venues for a wide variety of Christian 
congregations who meet regularly to worship 
the Living God; some to take part in the 
beautiful age old services of the Book of 
Common Prayer, some to quietly meditate in a 
much loved sacred place and many, of all 
ages, brought together as a loving family by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

In this family we have all generations from 
newly born Betsy, to Geoffrey expecting the 
Queen to get in touch soon. We have young 
adults who express their love for God through 
modern worship and not so young adults who 
have served the people of these villages with 
traditional liturgy and hymnody for many 
years. We have quite a few who have not yet 
reached school age who come with mums, 
dads and grans (there’s plenty of parking 
space for buggies!), and also those who have 
achieved bus passes and have the time for a 
coffee and chat on a weekday. 

Our family includes those who travel the world, 
those who commute into town, those who 
work in the villages, those who work at home, 
those who manage businesses and 
increasingly those who have no work in the 

present recession. All are valued members of 
our church community and we thank God for 
each and every one and the love, gifts and 
skills they share. With their help and support we 
can offer services and care for our three 
villages and those who live in them.

To make it easier for the church family and all 
who want to join them to come together 
regularly we have a new pattern of Sunday 
worship beginning in August.

Look out for the information on your church 
notice board or pick up a service calendar 
inside church. Let your family and neighbours 
know what is happening and come and see 
for yourself.

Coming soon in July and August 
• Teddy Bears' Picnic for under fives, parents 

and carers.
• Strawberry Tea on the Rectory Lawn for 

those of 'riper' years!
• An Outing to Greenbelt — the Christian Arts 

Festival
• Pangbourne Pilgrimage to Christchurch 

Cathedral Oxford.
• It’s my decision — a preparation course for 

Confirmation in October.

Details of these will be made available in the 
weekly pews news throughout the summer.

The pews news, event flyers and the Door 
newspaper are all freely available near the 
entrance in each church. Please help yourself.

Rogation Sunday in the parish
A wet start on 17 May did not deter some fifty 
people and five dogs joining in a walk by fields, 
woods and waterways from St Nicholas in 
Sulham to St James the Less in Pangbourne on 
Rogation Sunday this year.
Church matters
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We were refreshed at St Laurence in Tidmarsh 
en route and picnicked together on our arrival 
having worshipped, walked in and wondered 
at the beauty of the countryside and the 
bounty of God’s blessing. We are already 
looking forward to next year — 9 May — put it 
in your diary now.

Church flowers for fete day
August 1st is fete day for Sulham and Tidmarsh. 
This year the fete will be held in the beautiful 
grounds of Sulham House by kind permission of 
Henry Scutt. 

The fete is organised by the Church 
committees of St Nicholas and St Laurence 
with all proceeds going to help with costs of 
the upkeep of the two churches.

This year, in addition to the fete, St Nicholas will 
be decorated with flower arrangements for 
visitors to enjoy. If you would like to help 
decorate the church with an arrangement 
(you do not need to be an expert!), please 
contact Joyce Ayerst on 0118 984 5852.

Supporting your village church
Please support your village church. We are 
here for the whole parish community and we 
rely totally on donations and offers of help to 
keep our lovely churches open, warm and 
welcoming and a sacred centre for worship, 
prayer and ministry.

If you value your parish church, please think 
about ways in which you can give time, 
money or expertise to keep it at the centre of 
village life as it has been for many centuries. A 
word with your warden or minister will help you 
to get to know, or to return to, your church 
community.

Services
Everyone is welcome at St Nicholas, 
St Laurence and St James the Less church 
services. For service details, please see the 
church noticeboards.

Contact details
Church contact numbers are at the back of 
this magazine. You can e-mail the rector at 
Churchoffice@vodafone.net.

Roman Catholic church
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe Road, Pangbourne which has 
Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am and Tuesday mass at 10 am. Confession is by 
arrangement.
For more information, please contact Father Benedict at Douai Abbey on 0118 971 5300 or see 
www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html.
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Advertise your unwanted goods here — it’s free for local residents! 
Simply e-mail your ad (and photographs if you have them) to 
tws.parishmag@googlemail.com.
Set of 10 ‘Chippendale’ style reproduction 
chairs - 2 carvers and 8 chairs – mahogany 
wood and upholstered in gold/cream 
regency fabric. For sale as we do not have a 
dining room large enough to accommodate 
them! Suggest £250/£300 ono. Call 
0774 777 5900.

Girls (age 11) Tiger Lilly Pale Pink formal dress 
with pearl and rosebud detail – chiffon with 
shoulder straps – ideal for summer wedding. 
Also have pale pink faux fur cape, pearl and 
rosebud hair band and matching pale pink 
satin ballet pumps (size 3) to match! Worn only 
once to a wedding this month! £25. Call 
0774 777 5900.
                                     

GFS Pro Event GP 
saddle, 17" 
medium wide, 
black. A little used 
and extremely well 
cared for saddle 
that’s in excellent 
condition. £395. 
Call 07919 413 824.

Unopened Harry Potter board game. £5. Call 
0118  984 2729.
                                     
Classifieds
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Please support our advertisers and, when you contact them, mention that you 
saw their advert in the Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Magazine.

If you would like to advertise here, please call Jenny Cope on 0118 984 3466 or send 
an e-mail to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com.

Prices for one year: Prices for six months:
Full page advert - £100 Full page advert - £50
Half page advert - £60 Half page advert - £30
Quarter page advert - £35 Quarter page advert - £17.50

We can design your advertisement for you for an additional, one-off fee of £10!
Advertisements
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Advice and support
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau
Bartholomew Street, Newbury....01635 516 605

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am ...0118 984 4586

Clubs and societies
Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute
Margaret Pawson (president).....0118 984 2619

Ecclesiastical
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh 
and Sulham
Revd Heather Parbury .................0118 984 2928

Church wardens
Cherry East ....................................0118 984 2636
Edward Goddard.........................0118 984 2702
Julia Sheppard..............................0118 956 1820
Jennifer Nutt..................................0118 984 2370

Deanery synod representatives
Dennis Jones .................................0118 984 4051
Ian Busby .......................................0118 984 2327
Lucy Heyn......................................0118 984 2129

To serve on Pangbourne PCC
Tony Bacon ...................................01491 671 440
Graham Beckett...........................0118 984 4456
Chris Dobby ..................................0118 941 7759
Luci Heyn.......................................0118 984 2129
Jill Palfrey .......................................0118 984 2698
Graham Sharpe............................0118 984 5232
Judith Sumner .......................................................

Tidmarsh representatives
Colin Limb......................................0118 984 2635
Susan Worthington .......................0118 984 2937

Sulham representatives
Gill Haggarty.................................0119 984 4122
Gillian Alderton.............................0118 984 2729
Anne Bolam ..................................0118 942 1020

Friends of St Laurence
Mike Kenyon, Chairman.............. 0118 984 2768
Jon Chishick, Secretary ............... 0118 984 3666

Government
MP for Reading West
Martin Salter (Labour) .................. 0118 954 6782

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) ...... 0118 942 8001
David Betts (Conservative) ......... 0118 967 8280

Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors
Mike Broun (chairman) ................ 0118 984 3114
Colin Pawson (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 2619
Jo Wheeler (clerk) ........................07766 692 235
Jon Chishick .................................. 0118 984 3666
Jim Hutchinson.............................. 0118 984 1860
Mirian Kennet................................ 0118 984 5194
Steven Webb ................................ 0118 984 4194

Libraries
Pangbourne.................................. 0118 984 4117
Newbury ........................................ 01635 519 900

Medical
The Boat House Surgery
Whitchurch Road, Pangbourne .0118 984 2234

NHS Direct
.............................................................. 0845 46 47

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust
Reading office.............................. 0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury).... 01635 42400

Parish magazine committee
Jenny Cope (editor) .................... 0118 984 3466
Gillian Alderton............................. 0118 984 2729
Alison Boyland .............................. 0118 984 5202
Jennifer Nutt.................................. 0118 984 2370
Margaret Truscott ......................... 0118 984 4194
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Police
Emergencies ................................................... 999
All non-emergencies................... 0845 8 505 505

Public transport
Rail travel
First Great Western ....................... 08457 000 125 
National Rail enquiries ................ 08457 48 49 50 
TrainTracker (train times/fares) .. 0871 200 49 50

Bus travel
Reading Buses ............................... 0118 9594000
Newbury Buses .............................. 01635 567500
Thames Travel ............................... 01491 837 988

Traveline
National/local bus, train, coach,
ferry and underground info ....... 0871 200 22 33

                                     

Scouts and girl guides
Beavers, Simon Pickett................. 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire.................... 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett ................... 0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall ............... 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock.............. 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall .................... 01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall .................. 01635 48765

Village hall committee
Peter King (chairperson).............. 0118 984 4213
Karen Fountaine (bookings) ....... 0118 930 2622

West Berkshire District 
Council
Main switchboard ........................... 01635 42400
Streetcare ...................................... 01635 519080
Planning applications................... 01635 519111

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the magazine but 
the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any reason. The editor 
accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views expressed in such submissions.

Please e-mail any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to 
tws.parishmag@googlemail.com by 15 August at the latest.

Whilst we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions that 
may occur.
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