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Editorial

A very happy new year to all our readers.
This will be my last editors column as I have made the very hard decision to step 
down and hand over to someone else. The magazine requires more time than I can 
give it and although I have struggled with it for some time, it is the right decision. 

The search is now on to find a new editor and I am hoping that there is someone out 
there who can take it on. We get some really lovely feedback so we know it is very 
much appreciated – I am just hoping there is that person who can devote the time 
and commitment it requires. For more information – see the notice on page 5 of this 
issue.

Soon it will be time to start planning this years’ Summer Fete which will be held 
here at Mill Corner Farm. As we were packing up last year at Sulham House – there 
were many people who expressed an interest in manning a stall and helping this 
year (some of whom did not even live in Tidmarsh or Sulham!) Julia Sheppard will be 
heading up the fete organisation and I know she will be looking for volunteers in the 
spring. I always think it is worth reminding everyone at this time of year when you 
may well have unwanted Christmas presents that could be ‘re-gifted’ to one of the 
stalls and would in turn benefit church funds. 

As I write it has been an easy start to winter and we are only just starting to feed 
hay to the horses – some 4 weeks later than usual. Long may it continue as there is 
nothing worse than carrying heavy buckets of water across the fields when the water 
freezes. 

I am now the proud owner of a lovely 
new hen house. This purchase was 
prompted by someone leaving two 
huge black cockerels in my drive some 
weeks back. I have no idea where they 
came from but opinion is that they were 
dumped here because no one really 
wants cockerels. I took this as a sign that 
I am meant to have chickens again. My 
last hen house floor rotted when it was 
standing in water for so many months 
last year so it had to be demolished. 
The new one is quite beautiful and I 
have also purchased 4 hens. I now have 
fresh eggs again and, who knows, if the 
cockerels do their job – may be some 
chicks in the Spring! 

Jenny Cope
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Village Round-Up

Welcome to Tidmarsh.....
A very warm welcome to Brad and Fiona and their 21 month old son Will who have 
recently moved into The Birches, The Street, Tidmarsh. Brad and Fiona are also 
expecting another baby very shortly. 

The Garden at Tithe Barn
A year ago I wrote of Fran Wakefield’s lovely 
garden at Tithe Barn and that she was one 
of only four finalists in last year’s Daily Mail 
National Garden Competition. Well, there’s 
no holding some people! This year she was 
awarded the prize for Britain’s Best Gardeners’ 
Garden in a competition sponsored by 
Gardencare and The English Garden magazine. 
True keen gardener that she is, Fran is now 
putting improvements in place, so keep a 
look out for the garden being open to the 
public again next summer. The editor of the 
magazine was obviously (and quite rightly) very 
impressed. In the November issue she wrote 
“we had so many entries, and the standard of the gardens was amazing.” Fran was 
declared “the clear winner” and the garden was given a full five pages in the magazine 
with a series of really splendid photos. Well done Fran. Well done indeed.

John Morris

Where is This?
Do you recognise what is in this picture? Answer in our next issue …
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Village Round-Up

	  

EDITOR	  REQUIRED!	  

	  

Tidmarsh	  with	   Sulham	   Parish	  Magazine	   are	   seeking	   a	  
new	  editor	  for	  their	  bi-‐monthly	  parish	  magazine.	  	  

The	  magazine	  has	  developed	  significantly	  over	  the	  past	  
few	  years	  but	  we	  now	  need	  someone	  with	  a	  bit	  more	  
time	  on	  their	  hands	  who	  can	  seek	  out	  local	  stories,	  co-‐
ordinate	  and	  encourage	  contributions	  and	  manage	  the	  
advertisers	  and	  their	  advertisements.	  	  Although	  useful,	  
typesetting	  experience	  is	  not	  necessary.	  

We	  have	  feedback	  to	  show	  the	  magazine	  is	  very	  much	  
valued	  by	   the	  villagers	   and	   they	  very	  much	  want	   it	   to	  
continue.	   	   The	  editor	  will	   have	   the	   support	  of	   a	   small	  
committee	   who	   fulfil	   various	   other	   administration	  
functions.	  	  	  

This	   is	   an	   unpaid,	   purely	   voluntary	   position.	   	   The	  
magazine	   is	   non	   profit	   making	   and	   is	   a	   community	  
publication.	  	  

For	  more	  information,	  contact	  Jenny	  Cope	  on	  0774	  777	  
5900	  or	  email	  jenny@candcsystems.co.uk	  
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Village Hall News

A Happy New Year to all Residents of Tidmarsh with Sulham.
2014 will see the traditional village hall events continue plus a range of activities 
organised by various groups.To start the year some members of the Committee are 
organising a 60th Celebration tea with a 1950s theme on January 12th. Material 
related to the history of the villages will be included. See the advert in this magazine 
for more information.

Events this year will include a skittles evening, plant sale, quiz night and the 
childrens’ Christmas party. Do look out for notices about these. On the first Friday 
of each month there is also a community walk followed by a coffee morning, both 
events enjoyed by those who attend and open to all.

The village hall committee was joined in December by Tim Maloney of Tidmarsh 
who organised the childrens’ Christmas party which was a success. Our thanks to 
him, Margaret Pawson (who provided the sleigh)and Father Christmas for their part 
in making it very traditional. A short report and photos are featured elsewhere in the 
magazine.

If you have an idea for a community event that can be hosted by the Village Hall or 
you would like to join the committee to help organise existing ones please contact the 
chairman Alan Maskell on 0118 984 5326 .

To book the hall please contact the booking secretary Denise Randall on 0118 326 
6138 or by email at tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com.

Dates for your Diary
January 
3rd Village walk and coffee morning
5th Family worship St Laurence
12th Family communion St Laurence.
12th Village Hall 60th anniversary party 2-5 pm
14th Book Club film night
19th Family Worship St Nicholas
22nd Book club review ‘The Two Brothers’
26th Evensong St Nicholas

February 
2nd Family worship St Laurence
7th Village Walk and coffee morning.
9th Family communion St Lauremce
16th  Family Worship St Nicholas
23rd Evensong St Nicholas

March
1st Parish Gift day
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Village Hall News

Christmas Wreath Workshop
At the beginning of December a Christmas Wreath Workshop was held in Tidmarsh 
Village Hall. 

Florist Sarah Rasmussen demonstrated to twenty ladies how to make a wreath from 
scratch using wire and moss. A huge variety of greenery and fragrant herbs were 
available to choose from to make the base of the wreaths and then dried oranges, 
Feathers, fir cones, coloured baubles and ribbons were used to embellish the finished 
article. Many of the wreaths made have been hung on front doors of homes in 
Sulham, Tidmarsh and Pangbourne over the Christmas season. The beautiful wreath 
pictured below and displayed on St Nicholas church door was made by Sarah.

The organizers from St Nicholas Church in Sulham would like to thank everyone who 
attended and apologise to those who were not able to get tickets as they sold out. 
Most of all we would like to thank Sarah and her helper Kim who patiently taught 
and helped everyone to make a beautiful wreath.

The event raised more than £200 that has gone into much needed church funds.
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Village Hall News

Childrens’ Christmas Party
This year’s children’ Christmas party in the village hall was a huge success.

All the children made Christmas name tags for themselves and their parents – the 
standards were very high and every child won a chocolate golden coin for their festive 
efforts.

During an exciting game of musical statues, the children were surprised by the arrival 
of none other than Father Christmas himself. Arriving on a reindeer-powered sleigh 
on wheels with his own driver and one of his elves all the way from The North Pole. 
Father Christmas arrived with presents for all the children and even had enough 
time to ask each child what they were hoping he would bring them the night before 
Christmas. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the magic and especially the Children for 
continuing to believe in the magic.

Tim Maloney

Christmas Coffee Morning
The December Village Walk took place on December 6th followed by coffee morning 
with a Christmas theme. Mince pies and Christmas cake were enjoyed alongside Jean 
Harland’s delicious homemade Welsh Cakes that vanished in minutes! 

Christmas decorations were put up ready for the children’s party on the 5th.

The Village walk leaves from Tidmarsh Village Hall at 9.30am on the first Friday of 
every month. It is an easy paced walk through our beautiful countryside lasting 1.5 
hours that all can enjoy. The walk is followed by The Village coffee morning from 11-
12.30. Both are relaxed social events. Everyone is welcome to come. Sociable doggies 
are welcome too!
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Village Hall News
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Notes from a Very Small Holding

Doris … or is it Dennis? Part One
Standing back admiring the improved electric fence (you may remember the incident 
of the pig escapologist!) we heard what sounded like the fence ‘shorting out’. Not 
again… 

There was a loud, rhythmic high-pitched squeaking sound. I called Catherine over to 
help find the fault. 

‘Perhaps it is the rambling rose resting on the top wire.’ 

‘No, it’s not that.’

Suddenly we realised that the sound was coming from INSIDE the pig pen! Searching 
some six feet away, we zeroed in on a tussock of grass the pigs had not turned over as 
yet. There, inside the damp grass cocooned in its temporary bed was the cause of all 
the noise. A snoring dormouse! They are supposed to be tree dwellers rarely visiting 
the ground, very odd?

Realising that we could not leave it there as the pigs would have had it as a tasty little 
snack but not exactly knowing what to do with it, we fetched some dry hay from the 
stable and carefully placed it in a bucket blissfully unaware and still snoring! 

‘Well, we’ve saved from the pigs but now what do we do with it?’

‘We’ll have to take it home it can’t stay here. It will die; it’s supposed to be 
hibernating. I’m not sure how to recreate its nest out here’.

Remembering we had an old aquarium lurking in the barn at home, this could be 
quite an interesting addition to 
our Smallholding!

We placed hay, a small bowl of 
water and Doris (or Dennis) in 
the aquarium; we now had to 
find out how to look after her. 

We knew Dormice are a 
protected species and need 
licence to handle them. We 
contacted the local mammal 
society whose ‘Dormouse Man’ 
(Dan) agreed that we had done 
the right thing to save her and 
that now we would have to keep 
her till June before releasing her. 
He also commented that there 
had been never been an official 
recording of Dormice sightings 
in Berkshire!
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Notes from a Very Small Holding

Well there is now!

‘Dan Dan the Dormouse Man’ being licensed to handle dormice asked if he could 
borrow her in order to train people how to handle dormice. Being so rare and none 
being found in the wild recently, there had been no ‘hands on training’. We agreed, 
with the proviso that we could release her where we found her. 

She settled in, dined on hazelnuts, apple and mealworms but her favourite were 
grapes. Being nocturnal she would get up at about nine o’clock at night, sit calmly 
watching us as we went about our business chewing on a grape perched on the edge 
of a ramekin filled with food, her black beady eyes not missing a thing, her amazingly 
long tail wrapped around her, just another one of the family in this mad menagerie.

Occasionally we changed the bedding and cleaned her droppings away as a musty 
smell required. All went well for a month or so: until one day when someone decided 
to open the roof of the aquarium, just a little to let some fresh air in as the summer 
weather was getting hotter. 

Can dormice climb vertical glass……you bet!!!!!

Doris was nowhere to be seen, with a feeling of dread we both threw accusing glances 
at Brodie, being a terrier she was the main suspect. 

To be continued………….
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Notes from the Sul 

We have all surely noticed the recent laying of a new water main under the road to 
Theale this side of Englefield. Those of us who went on Sulham Estate’s excellent farm 
walk this summer will remember being told by John Haggarty that the pipe would 
be going up the hill to Tilehurst, just beyond the pigeon tower folly, replacing an 
old main already laid there. Apparently Thames Water had been taking too much 
water out of the chalk downs to service the Newbury area. This new main will enable 
Newbury to obtain water from the ample supply at Fobney (near the Madejeski 
Stadium) via the water tower in Tilehurst which will now be linked to the covered 
reservoir in Coldash.

At the beginning of October Rosemary and I were much surprised when the flow 
of water in the Sul brook increased considerably (to the evident delight of our local 
kingfisher) even though there had been no significant recent rainfall. Investigation 
down Nunhide Lane led to the site of the old pumping station, where the lane runs 
close to the M4. There I came across a gang of men who told me how they were about 
to lay the new main in a hole they were boring under the M4. This led me to go to the 
Theale side of the M4 where the major operation was taking place and where I was 
given a conducted tour.

The work was being carried out in the marshes that form the source of the Sul brook. 
These marshes consist of a thick layer of very soggy peat. The peat was being ‘de-
watered’ by several dozen pipes driven into the ground with three powerful pumps 
sucking out the water and pouring it into the Sul. Once the ground was firm enough a 
directional boring device was driven horizontally under the M4 time and again, each 
time with a larger head attached. Eventually, on the penultimate return, the device 
was attached to a protective sleeve-pipe, about 250 metres long. This was pulled 
back under the motorway: what incredible strength! Finally, the new water main 
was pulled through the sleeve. Job done, or at least that part of it. All will now be 
connected up. Water is due to flow soon.

Oh come with me, quietly by the Sul
and let us see what we shall see

Richard Thomas 
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Notes from the Sul 

de-watering into the Sul

horizontal boring the pipe and its sleeve

crossing Nunhide Lane down the hole it goes
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Poem by Don Hambleton

Walk With Me
A poem written by a past Sulham resident, Don Hambleton:

Oh walk with me quietly and let us see what we shall see,

From the black shed where trees were sawn across the pit, now filled,

Up the Lane then up twixt Sulham Field and Churchams.

The Lynchins beckon, fine grasses and aromatics on their chalky bed. Up through the 
wood the common to greet. 

Passing the pit where Beech leaves blew for leaf mould, then through the gravel pits, 
whose stones dressed lanes and paths. 

The oaken grove with pond in season known for so long. 

Sadler farmstead of yesteryear now gone the pond gleams on. Through Sadler’s field to 
Kill Horse was Grubbed Grove, down to North Dean and Bottomground pit. 

Across to Sulham Wood and sunny pike to Nunhide lane the chalk pit now filled in. 

Below to the west lie Wheatleys and The Strings.

The Gardener’s Cottage for Sulham House with such fine chimneys. And Nutley’s 
yard. 

Was that part of the farm? Next to the church, consecrated 1838.

Rest and be thankful.

The Farm and model of its time with barn, granary, cow sheds and dairy, cart sheds 
and stables with loft and bothy.

The farmhouse has stood the test of time, the years difficult to date.

The lime trees in the lane, where bees the nectar sought.

The lodge the first school became.

Near by the lych gate of 1876 with wall and iron railings.

Across the lane the new school of 1892, now silent with its meadow.

Corner cottage where teachers and gardeners lived.

Rectory lodge then Post Office and nearby Parish Room.

The rectory gardens across the lane where fruit and nuts were grown. Broad mown 
walks, where roses and flowers bloomed and tennis played.

Vegetables were not in short supply and bacon too.

Yew Tree cottage and its laundry room. Adjacent the cottage where I was born. Where 
Blenheim, Golden Pippin, King Pippin and Beauty of Kent provided winter food.

Step up Cottage of 1890 from where Carter Higgs the land did till. 

Beedon Cottage of later design in 1880.
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Poem by Don Hambleton

The allotments where prize parsnsips and sweet peas were grown and the first WWII 
unexploded bomb is there concealed.

The cottage on the bend of the lane had no name part thatched, part tiled and 
opposing front doors!

With pig styes and gardens great.

Bramley Cottage where Albert kept ducks and honey bees.

Silver Cottage a celebration of marriage of 1918, the last to the built.

Box Cottage with laundry room now gone. 

The last is Walnut the only garden to greet the stream.

And so to the black shed, with slated roof and tarred boards.

Beyond where the Sul meets the lane is the watering place, where animals their thirst 
did quench.

Oh walk with me quietly and let us see what we shall see.

Don Hambledon 2013
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Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn
Gone Girl takes up the story of Nick and Amy Dunne’s difficult marriage, which is 
floundering for several reasons. Nick, a former journalist of some seriousness, loses 
his job due to downsizing. In a somewhat desperate state of mind, he relocates 
himself and his wife from New York City to the small Midwestern town of North 
Carthage, Missouri, where Nick is from. There, he opens a bar, using the last of his 
wife’s trust fund, and runs it along with his twin sister Margo. The bar provides a 
decent living for the three Dunnes, but the Dunne marriage becomes more and more 
dysfunctional. Amy loved her life in New York and hates what she considers the 
soulless ‘McMansion’ which she and Nick are now renting.

On the day of Nick and Amy’s fifth wedding anniversary, Amy goes missing. Nick 
eventually becomes a prime suspect in her disappearance for various reasons. He used 
her money to start a business, increased her life insurance, and seems unemotional on 
camera and in the news.

In the first part of the novel, the reader does not know whether Nick is guilty. He does 
have morbid visions of Amy, but makes himself sound too innocent to commit such 
crimes. The first half or so of the book is told in first person, alternately, by both Nick 
and Amy; Nick’s perspective is from the present, and Amy’s is in the past by way of 
journal entries. The two stories are very different. Amy’s account of their marriage 
makes her seem happier and easier to live with than Nick depicts. Nick’s story, on the 
other hand, talks about her as extremely anti-social and stubborn. Amy’s depiction 
makes Nick seem a lot more aggressive than he says he is in his story.

In the second half of the novel, the reader sees that Amy and Nick are deceitful 
narrators and have not given all the information. The story line is gripping and is 
therefore quite easy to read, but yet again we didn’t like the character in the book. 
It sort of takes away the full pleasure of the read like spending time with people 
you don’t like it feels like a waste of precious time! The ending then is incredibly 
surprising and gives a disappointing view of human nature. We wont say how in case 
you decide to read it, as what keeps you going with this book, is definitely the story 
line.

Future Dates:

Moonstone film night Tuesday 14th January 2014 Garden House

The Two Brothers by Ben Elton & Jamaica Inn by Daphnie Du Maurier January 22nd 
Beedon Cottage

PoisonWood Bible Barbara Kingsolver Thursday 6th March

Book Review
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The Pot Kiln at Frilsham
With winter upon us again 
and with numerous pheasants 
in our garden, thoughts of 
good food naturally turned 
toward game, so where better 
to go than The Pot Kiln at 
Frilsham. 

Here, Mike Robinson claims 
his expertise as Britain’s 
foremost game cook with 
a fascination for wild food, 
particularly venison in many 
guises, so expectations were 
high when we went for lunch 
in early November.

Perhaps our expectations were a little too high, but we would have appreciated a 
friendly welcome rather than dour efficiency. We felt a singular lack of enthusiasm 
when we opted for the fixed-price menu rather than the extensive à la carte. Surely 
even when offered two courses for £13.95 or three courses for £17.50 one may 
reasonably expect a larger choice than two starters (cream of mushroom [soup?] or 
beetroot carpaccio with roasted beetroot and feta salad) two mains (plaice fillets with 
champ mash and red wine butter sauce or liver of fallow deer with mustard mash, kale 
and onion jus) and two puddings (either banoffee sundae or cheese and biscuits: the 
first time I have seen cheese and biscuits described as a pudding!).

Yes, the beetroot starter was very pretty but really rather insubstantial, particularly 
for serving in a country pub restaurant. The liver of fallow deer dish was tasty and 
the kale particularly good, but honestly the liver could have been that of a lamb. The 
banoffee sundae was extremely sweet and sticky: disgustingly delicious, but surely a 
less sickly alternative desert should also have been offered.

Just down the road, at Frilsham Home Farm, David Maggs of the West Berkshire 
Brewery brews superb real ale. Here we were spoiled for choice. If you are a beer 
drinker a trip to Frilsham is highly recommended. Similarly, if you are a lover of game 
make a beeline for Casey Fields Farm Shop in Ashampstead. With their range of game 
and other meats at very reasonable prices you will surely come home with more meat 
than you intended: we did!

The Pot Kiln at Frilsham

Tel: 01635 201366

www.potkiln.org

Richard Thomas

Restaurant Review
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Gardeners’ Corner

Gardening Jobs in January
Prune Wisteria, cutting back summer side-shoots to 2 or 3 buds.

Prune rose bushes whilst they are dormant to just above a bud, remove crossing or 
dead branches.

Plant bare root roses in a sunny position for spectacular summer colour.

Clip old foliage from ornamental grasses to within a few centimetres of the ground.

Cut down old stems of perennial plants like Sedum but be careful of any new growth.

Remove old Hellebore leaves to make the emerging blooms more visible.

Start chitting (sprouting) early potatoes – stand them on end in tray or egg box and 
place in a bright cool frost-free place

Begin pruning your apple trees and pear trees whilst they are dormant but avoid 
very frosty periods

Leave plums, cherries and apricots unpruned until the summer as pruning now will 
make them susceptible to silver leaf infections.

Prune blackcurrant bushes, gooseberries and 
redcurrants to maintain a productive framework.

Plant Amaryllis bulbs in pots for indoor flowers in 
early spring.

Avoid walking on your lawn when it is blanketed 
by heavy frost or snow, as this will damage it.

Check Dahlia tubers in storage, remove any that 
are showing signs of rotting.

Central heating can cause damage to indoor 
plants. Mist house plants regularly, stand them 
on a tray of pebbles filled with water to increase 
humidity.

Gardening Jobs in February
Prune overwintered fuchsias back to one or two buds on each shoot.

Cut back the previous years growth to 5cm from the old wood on Winter Flowering 
Jasmine after flowering to encourage new growth

Prune winter flowering shrubs such as Mahonia and Viburnum x bodnantense after 
their colourful display has finished.

Remove faded flowers from winter pansies to stop them setting seed and encourage a 
flush of new flowers when the weather warms up.

Lift and divide snowdrops still ‘in the green’ if you want to move them or create 
more plants.
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Gardeners’ Corner

If you need to move deciduous trees or shrubs, now is the time to do it provided the 
soil is not frozen or waterlogged.

Plant Lilies and Allium bulbs. 

Start sowing vegetable seeds such as leeks, onions and celeriac under cover.

Prepare vegetable seed beds by removing all weeds and forking in plenty of compost. 
Cover prepared soil with sheets of black plastic to keep it drier and warmer in 
preparation for spring planting.

Cut autumn-fruiting raspberry canes to the ground to stimulate new canes, which 
will fruit in the autumn. Cut the tips of summer-fruiting raspberry canes that have 
grown beyond the top of their supports; cut just above a bud

Mulch fruit trees with well-rotted manure or garden compost taking care not to 
mound mulch up around the trunk.

Soak sweet pea seeds in tepid water overnight before planting them, to speed up 
germination.

Alan Maskell

Alan Maskell looks after gardens in Tidmarsh and the RG8 area.
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Wild Flower Turf Laying
The report in the previous issue was written in anticipation of the ‘mats’ being 
delivered and sufficient helpers coming forward to lay them. Well, it all happened! 
Saturday 19th October was designated T-day’ and despite an ominous weather forecast 
(the supplier rang asking whether we wanted to defer delivery) the decision was taken 
to press ahead. On Friday afternoon a very large artic arrived in the Silo field off 
Tidmarsh Lane: John Haggarty and Charlie with the fork-lift were on hand to unload 
nine pallets each of seventy turfs. The three of us stood back wondering what on earth 
we’d taken on. With rain threatened on Saturday we decided to pre-locate the pallets 
that evening on the Green, adjacent to where the turf would be laid. Under Brian 
Murby’s beady eye ensuring minimum damage to the Green, Charlie completed the 
eighteen round trips with the fork-lift.

Posters had been put up calling for 
volunteers, but shortly before 10 a.m. 
on a dry morning, John Haggarty 
and I stood alone, contemplating 630 
turfs … this could be a long day. At 10 
o’clock the first mat was laid and David 
Norris arrived; then in short order, Gill 
Haggarty, Charlie, Phil and Andrew from 
Sulham Estate, Craig and Fiona who had 
helped mark out the area, Martin and 
Dorothy from Sulham and Geoff and 
James from Tidmarsh. A procedure was 
quickly established, the Humpers carried/

wheelbarrowed the mats (each weighing 20 kilos) to the laying area; the Unrollers 
laid them out, the Tampers lined them up and tamped them down and the Overseer 
(Brian Murby) ensured everyone was working.

The weather held, the area was being 
covered rapidly when at just the 
appropriate moment the NAAFI-wagon 
(in the shape of Margaret Pawson’s car) 
arrived with tea, coffee and general 
refreshments.

By 12.30 it was all over, a potentially long 
day turned out to be a short morning 
but one of intense, concentrated effort. 
The rain arrived the next morning and 
intermittently throughout the week; 
coupled with warmish temperatures (at 
least for the time of year) giving the wild 

Tidmarsh Millennium Green
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flowers an ideal start. The evidence will 
be next Spring.

All that remains is for the Trustees to 
thank all those who turned out to help, 
or just to provide support, and to hope 
that backs were not too sore on Sunday 
morning!

Colin Pawson

Millennium Green Trustees

Tidmarsh Millennium Green

“ WEST BERKSHIRE'S GARDEN MACHINERY SPECIALIST “

An established family run company with a reputation for personal service &
commitment to quality - 20 years in business

OakleafOakleaf  Garden & Estate Machinery Ltd.Garden & Estate Machinery Ltd.
SALES  •   SERVICE •  REPAIR

DELIVERY & COLLECTION 

0118  974  50350118  974  5035
Agents ForAgents For

HEWINS WOOD FARM,  ASHAMPSTEAD ROAD, 
BRADFIELD ,  READING.      RG7 6DH 

                   www.oakleafgm.co.uk                
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Church News

Pangbourne Magazine 16 January 2014

CHURCH NEWS
please	  support	  your	  parish	  church	  

	  

Gift	  Day	  

in	  St	  James,	  Pangbourne	  

Saturday	  1st	  March

	  

St	  James	  the	  Less,	  Pangbourne	  	  

	  

	  

St	  Nicholas,	  Sulham	  	  

	  

St	  Laurence,	  Tidmarsh	  	  
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Please Support Your Parish Church
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Watermeyer & Grassroots Landscaping

A winning combination with over 20 years experience in designing and building beautiful gardens.
Let us create the garden you’ve dreamed about, the perfect outside space with your needs in mind.

Family, Formal, Cottage or Courtyard.
For further information contact us on     Tel:  0118 9845896     Mobile: 07510676248

Email: paulwatermeyer@hotmail.co.uk     www.grassroots-landscaping.co.uk
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RHS MEDALLISTS:
Hampton Court Gold 2012 
Hampton Court Gold 2012 

Chelsea Silver Gilt 2012



Arranging a funeral can be stressful and 
demanding: five generations of experience: 
We believe we will make a difference. 

Ÿ 24 Hour assistance 
Ÿ Modern and traditional options 
Ÿ Competitive costs
Ÿ Funeral flowers on-line
Ÿ In house monumental masons

Reading   0118 957 3650
Thatcham 01635 873672

Also at Wokingham, Bracknell, Henley-on-Thames

www.abwalker.co.uk
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Holly Watson Dip. ITEC CHTA registered  
Mobile Massage Therapist 

30 minute massage - £25   45 minute massage - £30 
60 minute massage - £35 

Full body massage 75 minute - £40 / 90 minute - £45 
Aromatherapeutic Facial - £36 

 Mini Facial - £20 

07747 102141   holly@holtherapy.co.uk	  
 www.holtherapy.co.uk 

Male clients on referral only 

Tidmarsh, Sulham, Englefield & Bradfield 
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COOKS’ CORNER

Wine drinkers beware, there could be trouble ahead. 
Apparently there is likely to be a shortage of wine on 
the shelves because of the increasing amount drunk by 
America and many of the emerging nations, in particular 
China. Not only that, it would appear that the supermar-
kets have been less than open about what wine actually 
costs. Sometimes wines on ‘special offer’ have been sold 
at a lower price some 6 months earlier, and then the price 
artificially inflated for a few weeks, so that the ‘special 
offer’ could be sold at a higher price that the original 
price. I don’t know how you can combat this practice 
apart from noting down the price of your favourite 
wine each week and asking the management about any 
surprise increases. 
For the first time, three new countries are producing 
Whisky: England, Japan and of all places Mexico. Both 
new products have had a very favourable press, they 
might be worth a try by Whisky drinkers if only for 
novelty value.
It is almost impossible to read about food and not hav-
ing ‘health’ appearing somewhere in the article. At the 
moment I have found three articles, all dealing with 
different angles. First of all, a study by the British Heart 
Foundation claims that the size of portions of ready 
meals sold by the major supermarkets has in many case 
doubled in the last 20 years. What the report doesn’t say 
is whether the price has almost doubled as well. If the 
portions are too big, you don’t have to eat them all at 
once, you can save remainders in the fridge for a couple 
of days, or freeze for longer. You, and you alone, are 

responsible for what you eat – and long may you have 
the right to do so. But beware, the Government is taking 
steps to control your eating. I am not a lover of junk food 
sweets, but the Government has re-instated plans to ban 
them from being sold very close to, or at, checkouts in 
supermarkets. This may seem to be unimportant – surely 
it is the responsibility of parents to say ’No’ and actually 
mean it. It becomes more worrying when we hear that 
two years ago the Department of Health launched the 
“Responsibility Deal” in which it was intended that 
supermarkets worked with the Government to combat 
public health concerns such as obesity and alcohol con-
sumption. We then find out that supermarket take-away 
meals will have their saturated fat consumption reduced, 
in spite of the fact that it is generally accepted that it is 
sugar and refined carbohydrates which is the biggest 
threat to health. Do other EU Governments meddle in 
what is and what is not to be sold? Or do they leave it to 
the good sense of the customers. I may be wrong but I 
suspect that is the British buyer that is not over-worried 
about the nutritional quality of many foods, but the 
convenience of them. If we don’t want more Government 
interference in our food habits, and I for one certainly 
don’t, we have to think harder about our diets and take 
more control over the quality of what we eat rather than 
simply the convenience factor.
I like to have some sort of theme in these articles for the 
year as it helps to focus my thoughts, so this year I am 
concentrating on vegetables and puddings. The vegetable 
dishes will not be strictly vegetarian, and hopefully the 

MJC Accounting
Accounting and Tax Services 

 
	 •	 Self	Assessments	tax	returns	prepared	 

	 and	filed	with	HMRC	from	£125
	 •	 Year	accounts	prepared	and	filed	with	 

	 Companies	House	from	£295
	 •	 Corporation	tax	returns	from	£125
	 •	 Annual	returns	prepared	and	filed	 

	 including	filing	fee	from	£100
	 •	 My	hourly	rate	for	other	accounting	work	 

	 such	as	monthly	accounts	preparation	is	£30

Other	services	include	Accounts	set	up	and	training	
(Sage),	VAT	returns,	Wages	and	salaries	and	specific	

financial	and	management	accounting	advice.
Please	call	Mark	Chappell	for	further	information.	

Tel	no:	07778	794453
Email:	accounting@pemberley.me.uk

Chiltern Insurance Group 
Pangbourne

Business and Personal Insurance
from your Local Broker

Call 01189 84 33 55

www.Chilterninsurance.co.uk

St James House, Church Road, Pangbourne, RG8 7AR

Chiltern Insurance Consultants Ltd are authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority for General Insurance 

Business
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MUSIC GROUP 

FOR 
PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN 
Action songs, musical games, 

Percussion instruments, puppets. 
LOTS OF FUN. 

Classes in Didcot and Blewbury 
Other classes available 

                                                        Tel: 01235 851091 
       www.tinytunetime.co.uk 
 



Parish Magazine January/February 2014       37

the
blewbury building

company

New builds House extensions

Garage conversions Loft conversions

Refurbishments Renovation

Wood frame buildings

01235 850579

07808 401554

mark@blewburybuilding.co.uk

A thoroughly professional service from start
to finish, delivering the utmost quality and
customer satisfaction.
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Local Information

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in 
the magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material 
for any reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees 
with, views expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine 
to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk by 7 February at the latest. Whilst we make every 
effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this magazine, 
the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors or 
omissions that may occur.

Advice and Support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew St, Newbury  01635 516 605 

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am  0118 984 4586 

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with  
Tidmarsh and Sulham  
Revd Heather Parbury  0118 984 2928 

Church Wardens  
Julia Sheppard  0118 956 1820 

Jill Palfrey  0118 984 2698 

Parochial Church Council 
Tidmarsh Representatives 
Susan Worthington  0118 984 2937 

Valentina Britten Holden  0118 984 4912 

Janice Proud 

Sulham Representatives  
Gill Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Judith Sumner 

Friends of St Laurence  
Jon Chishick, Chairman  0118 984 3666 

John Butler, Secretary & Treasurer        0118 984 2621

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative)   0118 945 4881 

Councillors for the Purley on Thames 
Ward  
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative)  0118 942 8001 

David Betts (Conservative)  0118 967 8280 

Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman)  0118 984 3114 

Steve Webb (vice chairman)  0118 984 4194 

Jon Chishick  0118 984 3666 

John Haggarty  0118 984 4122 

Colin Pawson  0118 984 2619 

Jonathan Pearson  0118 984 4837

Libraries  
Pangbourne  0118 984 4117 

Newbury 01635 519 900

Village Hall Committee  
Alan Maskell 0118 984 5326 

Denise Randell (bookings)  0118 326 6138 

Emergency Contact  07954 140048

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard  01635 42400 

Streetcare  01635 519080 

Planning applications  01635 519111 
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Local Information

Medical  
The Boathouse Surgery  
Whitchurch Rd, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234 

NHS Direct  0845 46 47 

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust  
Reading office  0118 950 3094 

West Berkshire office (Newbury)  01635 42400 

Parish Magazine Committee  
Jenny Cope (editor)  0118 984 3466 

Gillian Alderton  0118 984 2729 

Alison Boyland  0118 984 5202 

John Butler (treasurer) 0118 984 2621 

Alan Maskell  0118 984 5326 

Jennifer Nutt  0118 984 2370 

Tina Shorter 0118 984 3949 

Cathy Tucker  07773 379920

Scouts and Girl Guides  
Beavers, Simon Pickett  0118 933 1615 

Cubs, Jane Barkshire  07811 446 488 

Scouts, Simon Pickett  01 18 933 1615 

Rainbows, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Brownies, Clare Pincock  0118 984 4286 

Guides, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Rangers, Helen Randall  0163548765 

Public Transport  
Rail Travel  
First Great Western  08457 000 125 

National Rail Enquiries  08457 48 49 50 

TrainTracker (train times/fares)  0871 200 49 50 

Bus Travel 
DJ Travel (Tidmarsh Fri Service) 0118 933 3725 

Reading Buses  0118 9594000 

Newbury Buses  01635 567500 

Thames Travel  01491 837988 

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 

ferry and underground info  0871 200 22 33 

Emergencies  999
All non-emergencies  101

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on  
0118 984 3466 or send an email to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

   12 Months  6 Months

 Full page: £100.00 Full page: £50.00

 Half page: £60.00 Half page:  £35.00

 Quarter page: £40.00 Quarter page: £20.50 

Please send your advert details or changes to jenny@candcsystems.co.uk

The Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Magazine  

is typeset by Tina Shorter, Pangbourne  

and printed by Fericon Press, Reading



www.tidmarshwithsulham.co.uk


