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2 Tidmarsh with Sulham 

Editorial 
 
A very happy new year to all our readers from your editorial and 
production team! 

As I write this, I am sitting in my very damp 
office which suffered a burst pipe 
sometime on Boxing Day following a boiler 
breakdown! My son, who luckily just 
happened to come over here the 
following day, was met with water raining 
through the ceiling and 3 inches of water 
on the floor – I hate to think how much 
worse it would have been had it been left 
another day – no doubt the ceiling would 
have collapsed. We have since had the 
long job of trying to clear everything up 
and dry out the computers and printers in 
the hope that some of them just might fire 
up in to action again. We were quite lucky 
and 75% of the equipment fired up OK but 
this goes someway to explaining why your 
magazine is a little late! The burst pipe 
followed hot on the heels of a burglary to 
the office so all in all we have not had a 
lot of luck this year! The only tip I can give 
you is to be careful who comes onto your 
premises – we are very vulnerable here 
and seem to be a target and it is made all 
the more difficult as we have so many 
people coming and going.  

I have always intended to do a feature on 
the people behind the production of the 
magazine but somehow have never quite 
got around to it. Margaret (Mags) Truscott 
offered to ‘help’ us with the layout in the 
early days of the revamped magazine 
and somehow we managed to persuade 
her to actually produce it for us for the last 
3 years! This is by no means a small task 
and takes many, many hours each issue. 
Regrettably, Mags now finds herself 
somewhat busy with her house renovations 
(not to mention a full time job and a 
horse!) and is therefore handing over the  

 task to Alan Maskell who has kindly offered 
to step into the breach. I would like to 
publicly thank Mags for her tireless 
dedication to the magazine – her 
attention to detail and accuracy has been 
amazing and we will miss her contribution 
at our editorial meetings. 

As I am sure you all know by now, the 
magazine is put together and distributed 
by a team of volunteers and its only source 
of revenue is from advertising and the 
subscriptions. We would like to urge you to 
consider setting up a standing order for £3 
per annum which, if every householder did 
it, would really take the pressure off us all 
to keep nagging those of you who I know 
are well intentioned, but just never seem to 
get around to popping the money through 
my door! I am always being told how 
much you all love the magazine and I 
really believe it’s a fantastic thing for our 
villages to have and this would help 
tremendously. So, thank you in 
anticipation… 

As always, please continue to send in your 
news, views and articles. It is these 
contributions which really make this a 
village publication and make it so 
readable! 

And finally, on a really positive note, we 
have had the shortest day so Spring is just 
around the corner! 

 

Jenny Cope 
jenny@candcsystems.co.uk 

or 0774 777 5900 
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Your 2011 subscription is due 
 

 
Yes, it’s that time again when we ask you to pay 
a minimum of just £3 a year for the six issues of 
your community magazine. 

It’s produced by volunteers who give their time for 
free and a fair share of its production costs are 
recouped from advertising. 

But, your subscription is vital to its financing and 
continuance as a source of information and 
enjoyment for us all. Last year, out of the 200 
households receiving the magazine, only 70 paid 
the £3 subscription. 

If we are not to revert to asking volunteers to 
personally call and collect the subscriptions door 
to door, we do hope that you will complete the 
payments slip overleaf and drop this with your 
payment into one of the following letterboxes: 

 Jenny Cope John Butler Gillian Alderton 
 Mill Corner Little Orchard Box Cottage 
 Mill Lane Tidmarsh Lane Sulham Lane 
 Tidmarsh Tidmarsh Sulham 
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Subscription for 2011 
 

Please complete and return this 
payment slip with your subscription 

Name:  _____________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________ 

  _____________________________________ 

  _____________________________________ 

  _____________________________________ 

Amount enclosed: £ ___________________________ 

 
Alternatively, 

why not make a payment directly to the 
magazine bank account 

or 
set up an annual standing order 

and pay your subscription the easy way? 
 

Our bank details are: 
Bank:  Barclays 

Account Name:  Tidmarsh and Sulham Parish Magazine 
Account Number:  33147541 

Sort Code:  20-71-06 
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Dates for your diary 
 
Village walks 
On the first Friday of each month... 
Village walks take place on the first Friday 
of every month. Everyone is welcome to 
join in. The walks are at an easy pace and, 
although through fields and woodlands, 
are not over difficult terrain. The duration 
of walks is approx 1-1½ hours and they are 
followed by coffee and chat in the village 
hall (see below). 

Meet outside Tidmarsh Village Hall at 
9.30 am if you would like to come. For 
more details contact Gillian on 
0118 984 2729. 

Coffee morning 
On the first Friday of each month... 
The Village Hall coffee mornings take 
place from 11 am to noon on the first 
Friday of the month. Do come along for a 
chat. There’s a village walk that takes 
place prior to this, weather permitting (see 
above). 

Book club reviews 
Wednesday 5 January and 
Thursday 3 March 
Please come along if you are interested in 
reading. New members are welcome to 
join in and discussion is very informal. We 
will be discussing An American Wife by 
Curtis Sittenfield on 5 January and Ladder 
of Years by Anne Tyler on 3 March. Details 
of the locations and times are available 
from Alison Boyland on 0118 984 5202 and 
Gillian Alderton on 0118 984 2729. 

 

 Plant a woodland day at Moor 
Copse  
Saturday 15 January 
BBOWT are planting 3,000 trees to 
create a new woodland at Moor Copse 
and would really like your help. For 
details, see page 7. 

Thames Valley Police drop-in 
Friday 28 January and Friday 25 
February 
Vivienne Joyce, PCSO, Thames Valley 
Police will be visiting Tidmarsh Village Hall 
between 4pm and 5pm should any 
Tidmarsh or Sulham residents wish to speak 
in private and in person rather than by 
phone or email. 

Skittles night 
Saturday 12 March 
Friends and family will enjoy this lively 
evening at Tidmarsh Village Hall. For 
details, see page 6. 

Hall of sound 
On the last Friday of each month... 
...there is a music evening held in 
Pangbourne Village Hall. The music is 
performed by an ever-changing line up of 
talented singers and musicians of all ages 
and is always very varied. Bring your own 
drinks and have a really enjoyable 
evening not too far from home! All ages 
are welcome. For more information, or if 
you would like to take part in future events, 
go to www.hallofsound.co.uk.  
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Dates for your diary (continued) 
 

Skittles Night 
Tidmarsh Village Hall 

Saturday 12th March 
Doors open 7.30pm for 8pm start 

Advance Tickets 
Adults £7.50 

Children £4.50 
Family £20 (2adults&2children) 

Available from Peter and Joy King 
on 0118 9844213 or email at king@f2s.com 

Tickets at the Door 
Adults £8.50 
Children £5 

Includes Ploughman’s Supper. 
Please bring your own alcoholic and soft drinks 

...and your own glasses. 

There will be a raffle. 

Please join us for a night of family fun. 

 

mailto:king@f2s.com�
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Dates for your diary (continued) 
 

Plant a Woodland Day 
at Moor Copse 

Join in the fun and Plant a Woodland at the Berks, Bucks & Oxon 
Wildlife Trust’s Moor Copse Nature Reserve on Saturday 15 January 
from 10:30 am to 4 pm. 

Rhiannon Harrington, BBOWT’s Community Wildlife Officer for Berkshire, 
explains: 

“We’re planting 3,000 trees to create a new woodland – it’s a 
massive task! It will be a great day out for anyone who wants to 
do their bit for wildlife. Wrap up warm and bring a spade - we’ll 
provide refreshments. 

As well as the tree planting we’ll have craft activities for children, 
including making hand-leaf works of art and tree identification 
puzzles, and a giant tree for everyone to decorate with nature-
inspired leaves. 

It’s going to be a busy day, so we’re asking people to book their 
time for tree planting rather than just turning up.” 

Moor Copse Nature Reserve on the banks of the River Pang is a 
treasure trove of wildlife habitats with coppiced woods that 
encourage a burst of primroses and bluebells in the spring, and 
wildflower meadows filled with butterflies in summer. 

The Plant a Woodland event on 15 January will create more habitats for 
insects and birds that thrive in trees near meadows. All the trees to be 
planted are locally grown, native species and include ash, oak and 
wild cherry, with hazel, holly and hawthorn among the smaller species. 

To book your place on the Plant a Woodland event on Saturday 
15 January 10:30 am to 4 pm at Moor Copse Nature Reserve, 
call BBOWT on 01865 775476. 
Moor Copse Nature Reserve is close to the A340 road south of Tidmarsh. The car 
park entrance is just before the M4 bridge. 

Find out more about BBOWT at www.bbowt.org.uk. 

 

http://www.bbowt.org.uk/�


 

8 Tidmarsh with Sulham 

Village hall news 
 
by Ann Robertson  

The Village Hall Committee would like to wish everyone a Happy New 
Year. Thank you for your continued support in maintaining the hall for 
the community. 
If you would like to become more involved and join us on the committee, please contact 
the Chairman, Peter King on 0118 984 4213.  

Thank you to Ian and Joanne Walker, who with the help of many parents, organised 
another wonderful Children’s Christmas Party. Thank you also to Santa who visited the 
children, despite the freezing weather. 

The next event at the hall will be a Skittles Night on Saturday 12th March (see page 6). 
This should be another fun night like the Quiz Night so please come along and bring the 
family. 

100 club 
The final 100 club draw winners are as follows: 

Month Prize Winner 
December  1st Prize £25 Pele Bamba 

 2nd Prize £15 Derry Rennie-Pywell 
3rd Prize £10 Sally Puxley 

January  1st Prize £25 Andrew Storey 
 2nd Prize £15 Jon Chishick 
3rd Prize £10 John Pollard 

Bonus draw 1st prize £50 Ian Lewis 
2nd prize £40 Alan See 
3rd prize £30 Penny Norris 
4th prize £20 Peter Emerson 
5th prize £17.50 Charlie Rogers 

 

Hiring the village hall 
Tidmarsh village hall is available for hire for £10 per hour. For information on availability 
and booking, please contact Denise Randell on 07909 114 213 or by email at 
tidmarshvillagehall@hotmail.com. 
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Three young heroes… 
 
…’save the bacon’. The swift action of three young people saved the 
lives of a number of calves and pigs when fire broke out in a Tidmarsh 
barn recently. 
Jon Murby, a full time fire fighter and, until 
recently resident of the village, was visiting 
his grandparents Brian and Pauline when 
he noticed a ‘strange’ flickering light in a 
nearby barn. 

His experience told him that this was no 
ordinary light and he went to check on it. 
To his horror a bale of hay was burning 
ferociously. He immediately contacted the 
fire service and then ran to a neighbouring 
house for help.  

Ed and Charlotte Elliott, home on reading 
week from Harper Adams University 
College, rushed to help him douse the 
flames and contain the fire until two fire 
engines arrived to put out the fire. 
Fortunately, the only damage was a huge 
puddle on the floor of the barn!  

With no thought for their own safety these 
young people battled this fire for some  

 time before help arrived and they no 
doubt saved the lives of the animals in the 
barn as well as the barn itself. 

I am sure everyone will agree we should 
be very proud of these young heroes. The 
only casualties of the evening were an 
already dead rat floating in the water butt 
and Charlotte’s ‘Babycham’ trainers that 
she put on in her haste! 

A word of warning to everyone who has 
hay or straw stored, the investigating 
officer believes the fire was caused by 
spontaneous combustion. Our wet 
spring/summer meant that a lot of hay 
and straw was baled wet so keep on eye 
on your stocks. The internal temperature of 
bales can rise slowly but steadily and can 
result in terrible consequences – not 
always with such a happy ending.  

 

Christmas in Sulham 
 
Sulham carol singing 
A warmly wrapped up group of singers 
met at St Nicholas church for a wintry walk 
and a tractor and trailer ride through 
snowy Sulham on Sunday 19 December to 
sing carols to village residents. 

Sustained by warm beverages and tots of 
damson and sloe gin, the carollers made 
their way through the village ending up at 
Sulham Farmhouse where a delicious 
supper was provided for all by John and 
Gill Haggarty. 

 The evening was enjoyed by all and raised 
£165 which will go to The Duchess of Kent 
House Hospice in Reading. 

Christingle at St Nicholas 
The Christingle service this year was held at 
St Nicholas in Sulham. Despite the freezing 
temperatures, parents, grandparents and 
children all came to enjoy the celebration 
in the candlelit church. 

The collection goes to the Children’s 
Society. £125.80 was raised. 
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Parish plan achievements 
 
by Rob Robertson, Chairman Parish Plan Steering Group  

Since the official launch of the Tidmarsh with Sulham Parish Plan, 
members of the Steering and Focus Groups have been working steadily 
to attain the goals identified in the three Action Plans. Our efforts, with 
the enthusiastic help and support of the Parish Council, have met with 
considerable success and further projects are still in the pipeline. Listed 
below are the achievements to date and others which are imminent.  

People and community 
• Design and production of a new Parish 

Magazine with an editorial board. 
• Establishment of a Parish Website. 
• Purchase and construction of an oak 

design children’s play area on the 
Millennium Green. 

• Purchase of sports equipment for 
youngsters in a secure storage box now 
installed on the Millennium Green. 

• Purchase of a projector with stand and 
display boards for the Village Hall. 

• Construction of Parish noticeboards in 
Tidmarsh and Sulham. 

• Introduction of a monthly walking group 
with four trained walk leaders, two with 
First Aid training. 

• Availability of new activities in the 
Village Hall and around the community 
including Adult Dance Classes, Yoga 
and Book Club. 

Environment and planning 
• Design and production of an illustrated 

leaflet and map of the parishes. 
• Creation of a circular walk open to all 

through both parishes with recent 
enhancement by clearing riverbanks 
and providing water vole habitats. 

• Drainage work on the A340 at the 
bottom of Tidmarsh Lane to reduce the 
risk of flooding. 

 • Renewal of the Millennium Green fence. 
• Purchase of a sit-on mower for care of 

the Millennium Green. 
• Installation of new benches and picnic 

tables on the Millennium Green. 
• Establishment of a Parish Flood 

Committee. 
• Publication of local planning 

applications and outcomes in the Parish 
Magazine and on the website. 

• Organisation of a litter picking group, 
hoped to become an annual activity. 

• Initial discussion with local MP, Alok 
Sharma, about the problems of fly-
tipping. 

To come 
• Laying a hedge on the west side of the 

Millennium Green. 
• Redesign and development of the 

Sulham layby. 

Traffic and transport 
• Widening of the Mill Lane junction with 

the A340 to reduce congestion. 
• Installation of a Speed Indicator Device 

at the southern entrance to Tidmarsh. 
• Movement of the 30mph sign on the 

A340 south of Pangbourne to allow safer 
road crossing on foot. 

• Reduction of the speed limit on the A340 
between Tidmarsh and Pangbourne to 
40mph. 
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Parish plan achievements (cont.) 
 
• Clearing and cutting back of hedges to 

improve pavement access between 
Tidmarsh and Pangbourne. 

• Trial of no road markings on the newly 
resurfaced A340 in Tidmarsh in an 
attempt to reduce speeding and 
overtaking. 

• Installation of a grit bin at the lower end 
of Tidmarsh Lane. 

• Dialogue established with WBC traffic 
and transport planners to look at further 
improvements. 

To come 
• 30 mph limit on Sulham Lane. 

Finance and thank you 
The Millennium Green improvements and 
aspects of the circular walk have been 
financed by Section 106 money – a 
contribution made by developers for 
enhancement of the community following 
the building of Tidmarsh Grange – and the 
hedge planting on the Green will be 
funded from the same source. 

Purchase of the Millennium Green sports 
equipment and the training of walk 
leaders is from the HEAP (Healthy and 
Active Parishes) fund for which Tidmarsh 
and Sulham were eligible because of the 
quality of our Parish Plan. 

Grant money is likely to be tight in the next 
few years, but, if any project comes to 
light which requires funding, we now have 
the contacts and credibility to have a 
strong chance of success in any 
application. 

All the above successes have been 
attained by the hard work of parishioners 
either individually, in groups, or in 
collaboration with other agencies, for 
example, BBOWT in the riverbank 
enhancement scheme. They deserve  

 congratulations for their efforts and further 
achievements could be made if a larger 
number of residents were prepared to lend 
a hand. 

Still to do 
Village design statement 
A village design statement (VDS) is a 
document describing the qualities and 
characteristics that the local community 
values in its village and surroundings. It sets 
out clear and simple guidance for the 
design of all development in the village. It 
cannot stop new development, but 
developers and WBC are obliged to 
ensure that any new buildings respect and 
reflect local character and views. 

Following an open meeting in June 2010 
where the concept of the VDS was 
explained, experience of creating one 
was shared and help and guidance were 
offered by Community officers, there 
appeared to be some enthusiasm for 
going ahead with the production of a 
document. However, a meeting called in 
September to formulate a working group 
was so poorly attended that the project 
has been abandoned for the moment 
and the Parish Council has suspended its 
backing. 

Should a group of people – either from 
those who expressed an interest at the 
open meeting or from elsewhere in the 
community – come forward then the 
process can be resuscitated. Failing that, 
the parishes will not have a potent 
influence on any new development in the 
neighbourhood. 
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Trafalgar tour 2010 
 
by Colin and Margaret Pawson of Shelton Farm 

Hyde Park Barracks, 11o’clock, Monday 10th October, the mounted 
guard of the Household Cavalry has just ridden out; as the first chimes 
sound, Margaret raises a glass of champagne and the notes of Colin’s 
long coachhorn bounce and echo off the walls, the signal for two 19th 
Century-style stage coaches each pulled by a team of four horses to 
move forward, through the ceremonial arch and out into Knightsbridge. 
The culmination of a year’s planning; the start of a 100 mile journey over 
five days to finish in Portsmouth alongside HMS Victory. 

The Trafalgar Tour was an adventure with a 
charitable purpose undertaken by a group 
of friends who share a common interest in 
keeping alive the traditions and spirit of 
the Road as known in the coaching days 
of the 19th Century, while raising funds for 
the two service charities “Help for Heroes” 
and the “Household Cavalry Operational 
Casualties Fund”. 

The Tour, in different parts of the country, 
has been an annual event for the last 
three years. Last year, covering a 100 miles 
through the Snowdonia National Park. 

Now with iron tyres rumbling on the road, 
harness jingling and the coach horn on  

 each coach tootling a traditional tune, 
with two mounted police outriders and 
two motorcyclists from the Special Escort 
Group to clear our route over junctions 
and through the traffic, we trotted along 
the Kings Road, Chelsea to the 
astonishment, bemusement and delight of 
the Chelsea fashionistas…all contributing 
generously to the collecting buckets. 

Over Putney Bridge and into Richmond 
Park in glorious sunshine for a picnic and to 
give the horses their lunchtime break, while 
children from the local primary school 
were encouraged to clamber on to the 
coaches and pat the horses. Then off  
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Trafalgar tour 2010 (continued) 
 
through the centre of Kingston, over 
Kingston Bridge and a short detour up the 
main drive to the front of Hampton Court 
Palace to the surprise of a truly 
international gathering of tourists. It was 
here that our police escort left us. 

The first day ended after 25 miles at an 
Edwardian country house hotel in 
Cobham with a livery yard for the eight 
horses directly opposite. The logistics of 
these journeys are quite complex; having 
to find overnight stabling for the horses 
and also, nearby, accommodation for the 
twenty-six or so passengers and support 
team. It is these aspects and the 
organisation of the route that occupy the 
small planning team, each member 
having their own responsibilities, 
throughout the year. 

The coaches were both built in 2005/6 and 
are accurate reproductions of the stage 
coaches that would have been seen on 
our roads up to the 1840s and the arrival of 
the railways. The Monarch is horsed with a 
team of pure-bred Hackneys and the 
Nimrod alternates between a team of 
privately-owned Gelderlanders and the  

 horses of the Household Cavalry Coaching 
Troop. 

Tuesday saw us by-passing Guildford, the 
horses pulling up the long slope over the 
North Downs with spectacular views from 
the top, then down the steeply sloping A25 
where the drag shoe, a steel slipper that 
slides under the rear wheel, locking it, had 
to be used to slow down the coach. This 
shoe gets extremely hot and last year in 
Wales was used to cook bacon and warm 
up mince pies at the foot of a long hill! 

Into the centre of Godalming to the Kings 
Arms, where the passengers alighted then 
off to the livery stables to look after the 
horses. 

Wednesday took the coaches south along 
narrow, twisting, switch-back lanes first to 
the Lurgeshall Winery to sample the fruit 
wines during a picnic in the woods, then 
three miles further on to the Langham 
Brewery where it would have been 
discourteous not to toast their health, 
finally drawing up at a polo yard where 
the horses would be staying while we 
adjourned to the Spread Eagle in Midhurst. 
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Trafalgar tour 2010 (continued) 
 
More coaching friends joined us on 
Thursday morning as we headed west from 
Midhurst then turned toward the South 
Downs. A short break in the morning and 
afternoon, usually at a pub, to rest the 
horses and do some serious charity 
collecting, ensures everyone keeps in a 
jolly spirit. 

On Thursday evening, with the horses 
stabled with the Army on Thorney Island, 
we all repaired to HMS Warrior, a 19th 
Century iron-clad warship moored close to 
HMS Victory, for a formal Coaching Dinner 
on the gun deck, followed by an 
exceptionally informal karaoke and disco. 

Friday saw coaches and horses assembled 
on Southsea Common; then with 
coachhorns tootling, driven along the 
seafront and through Portsmouth to the 
Historic Dockyard to draw up alongside 
HMS Victory where her Captain, Oscar 
Wilde, was waiting to greet us. 

The two red-coated coach Guards 
presented the collecting buckets to him 
and to a Trooper from the Household  

 Cavalry representing the two charities and 
we were all delighted to have raised 
£7,000 while thoroughly enjoying ourselves. 
This year’s adventure was over. 

Next year’s Tour is being planned already 
and is likely to run the 100+ miles from 
Windsor Castle to Warwick Castle, 
probably via Henley, Wallingford then 
north west to Stratford upon Avon. An 
opportunity for you to see a memorable 
sight…and to make a donation! 

(Watch “YouTube: Coach and Horses at 
the Palace” for a brief video.) 
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Restaurant review 
 
The White Lion, Crays Pond 
by Richard Thomas  

Regular readers of the parish magazine (aren’t we all?) may remember 
that it was not too long ago that I wrote of my disappointment with The 
White Lion. Well, I am pleased to report a substantial improvement, 
albeit that the standard is not superb as it used to be a few years ago. 

 
On a frosty 1st of December we went 
back to The White Lion having heard that 
it is now in the same ownership as The Hole 
in the Wall in Bath. 

Our expectations were high, but we found 
the dining room almost empty. Perhaps 
that is not too surprising as the place has 
been closed for quite a while, but punters 
would surely be more encouraged to 
return if the fire was lit!  

The set lunch menu is priced at £9.95 for 
two courses or £12.95 for three. There is a 
choice of four dishes in each course. 
Alternatively, you could try the à la carte 
menu offering bistro-style rather than 
haute cuisine. 

We were happy to have the set lunch. 
Rosemary started with whitebait with garlic 
mayonnaise: nicely cooked, that is to say 
not over-cooked but properly juicy. I had  

 chicken liver parfait with Melba toast and 
red onion marmalade: perfectly pleasant, 
if not very exciting. 

For the main course, Rosemary had an 
excellent bowl of moules mariniere. Rather 
than the chicken Caesar salad or minute 
steak with chips and mixed salad leaves, I 
chose the field mushrooms with a blue 
cheese glaze, served with rocket and 
tomato salad. I was pleased to have done 
so: it was a tasty dish. 

For pudding Rosemary chose a Pavlova 
with pear coulis and chocolate sauce. 
Well, it was called a Pavlova but it was 
really a single large meringue, too white 
and dry as if bought from a supermarket. 
Also, it would have been improved by a 
little more coulis and a saucier chocolate! 
My warm apple crumble with vanilla ice 
cream was delicious, with a lovely hint of 
cinnamon, but unfortunately the topping 
was floury rather than crumbly. 

Oh dear, it does rather sound as if I am 
damning this place with faint praise. That is 
not my intention for we did enjoy the meal 
and at £37.85, including a glass of wine 
each, it was good value. It is just that with 
a little more attention to detail it could be 
so much better. However, don’t let me put 
you off. Rather than seek a gastronomic 
experience at a hefty price, go and enjoy 
a thoroughly pleasant meal at a 
reasonable price. I am pleased to say The 
White Lion shows promise again. 

 
 



 

16 Tidmarsh with Sulham 

Countryside matters 
 
Pang & Kennet Valley Countryside Projects 
The “Friends of the Pang and Kennet Valley Countryside Project” has 
been set up to represent all the people who care about the countryside 
in the two valleys. 

The Friends coordinate events and give 
you the opportunity to come and do 
practical tasks, learn new skills, meet new 
people and, above all, enjoy yourself. 

For details of forthcoming events, please 
contact the project office on 
0118 930 5336 or see 
www.pangandkennetvalleys.org.uk.  

 

 The tasks usually begin around 10 am and 
finish by 4 pm but you are very welcome 
to come for as much time as you wish to 
give during these hours. 

Please wear suitable footwear and 
clothing, and bring a packed lunch if you 
are coming for the full day. Hot drinks are 
usually provided, as are the necessary 
tools. 

 

 

Gardening matters 
 
by Gillian Alderton 

In the winter months our gardens 
can look a bit bare, but there are 
lovely plants that are hardy 
enough to withstand long freezing 
conditions and provide strong 
winter interest. Some examples to 
think of planting now to establish 
ready for next winter follow. 
Start thinking of preparing your 
vegetable garden ready for 
spring. Covering your veg’ beds 
with black polythene can warm 
the soil just enough to give early 
plantings a head start. 
 

 Chaenomeles 
White or pink flowers on bare 
stems. 
 
 
 

Mahonia 
Spiky leaves, bright yellow 
scented flowers in deep 
winter. 
 
 

Hamamelis 
Yellow/orange flowers on 
bare stems, beautiful scent. 
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Gardening matters (continued) 
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Obituary 
 
Marion Jean Collier 
by Jennifer Nutt 

It was with great sadness that we 
heard of the death of Marion in 
the middle of November. 
Marion and Peter moved to Tidmarsh in 
1962 and their two children, Bruce and 
Lesley, were brought up in the village. 
Marion was a dinner lady at the school in 
Sulham before it closed. 

For several years Marion and Peter were 
responsible for printing the Parish News 
each month. This was before the 
computer revolution. The copy was given 
to Marion who typed it all up onto a stencil 
skin (very hard work I am told). Then she 
and Peter operated, by hand, a 
duplicator to produce the pages for the 
magazine. Having occasionally tried using 
such a machine in my early days of 
teaching, I know that this is not only a 
labour-intensive job, but one invariably 
ends up covered in sticky black ink! 

Marion served on the village hall 
committee for many years. Each year she 
and a couple of friends ran the cake stall 
at the annual fete; Marion was baking 
delicious cakes for weeks before. Many of 
Marion's activities involved burning the 
midnight oil as she was a perfectionist. 

It was as a much respected and treasured 
member of the church family that I came  

 to know Marion some forty-six years ago 
when I came to live in Tidmarsh. She was 
quite a shy diffident person but always 
concerned about others and ready to 
volunteer to help. She had the most 
excellent secretarial skills and beautifully 
formed handwriting. 

After three years study, Marion became a 
Lay Reader in the Church of England in 
about 1990. Her ministry covered all three 
churches in the present parish. She 
regularly led the Family Service at 
St Laurence, evensong at St Nicholas and 
the monthly healing service at St James. 

All those of us who knew her in this role 
look back with great gratitude for her 
inspiring ministry. It was a very sad day 
when she had to retire due to ill health. 

In the past six years the team who have 
taken her Communion have always been 
greeted by a wonderful smile, a huge hug 
and several kisses! 

Our lives have been greatly enriched by 
her ministry and her loving friendship. To 
Peter who cared for her so devotedly and 
with such patience, particularly 
throughout the last eight years, we offer 
our deepest heartfelt sympathy and to 
Bruce and Lesley and granddaughter Lisa. 

May she rest in peace. 
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Church matters 
 
Your parish churches in Pangbourne, Tidmarsh and Sulham 
The three villages in our parish all have an historic church in which the 
Christian community gather for worship. 

The oldest is medieval St Laurence in 
Tidmarsh where a lively family worship is 
held on the first Sunday of each month. 

St Nicholas in Sulham is a beautiful 
Victorian estate church and is very 
popular for weddings and baptisms. 

St James the Less in Pangbourne is our 
largest church and can seat 300 people 
for our community events. Weekly worship 
begins with Prayer Book Holy Communion 
in the early morning followed by Sunday at 
Ten contemporary worship for all ages. 

Each church has other services on a 
monthly pattern including a variety of 
evening services from Prayer Book to 
Contemporary, Quiet to lively Praise. 

We are a worshipping community 
committed to the Word of God and being 
in Communion. We follow preaching 
series, keep the church seasons and 
celebrate Holy Communion three times 
weekly. 

We welcome visitors, we invite all to join us 
in worship, we teach and baptise those 
seeking Christian faith and would like to 
encourage all members of the Church of 

 England to contribute regularly to the 
mission of the Church serving the people in 
our villages. 

How to contact us 
Church contact numbers are at the back 
of this magazine. You can email Reverend 
Heather Parbury at 
rector@pangbournechurches.info. 

Services 
Everyone is welcome at St Nicholas, St 
Laurence and St James the Less church 
services. For full service details, please see 
the church noticeboards. 

Regular services for St Laurence in 
Tidmarsh 
• Family service on the 1st Sunday of 

each month at 11 am. 

• Family communion is held on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at 11 am. 

Regular services for St Nicholas in 
Sulham 
• Family service on the 3rd Sunday of 

each month at 11 am. 
• Evensong is held on the 4th Sunday of 

each month at 6 pm. 

 

Your Roman Catholic church 
Our nearest Roman Catholic church is St Bernadettes in Horseshoe 
Road, Pangbourne which has Sunday mass and childrens liturgy at 9 am 
and Tuesday mass at 10 am. Confession is by arrangement. 
For more information, please contact Father Benedict at Douai Abbey on 0118 971 5300 
or see www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html. 

 

mailto:rector@pangbournechurches.info�
http://www.douaiparish.org.uk/stbernadette.html�
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Useful contacts 
 
Advice and support 
West Berkshire Citizens Advice Bureau 
Bartholomew Street, Newbury ... 01635 516 605

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre 
Mon-Fri (ex Tue) 9:30-11:30 am .. 0118 984 4586

Clubs and societies 
Tidmarsh with Sulham Women’s Institute 
Margaret Pawson (president) .... 0118 984 2619

Ecclesiastical 
Priest-in-Charge of Pangbourne with Tidmarsh 
and Sulham 
Revd Heather Parbury ................ 0118 984 2928

Church wardens 
Cherry East .................................... 0118 984 2636
Edward Goddard ........................ 0118 984 2702
Julia Sheppard ............................. 0118 956 1820
Jennifer Nutt ................................. 0118 984 2370

Deanery synod representatives 
Dennis Jones ................................. 0118 984 4051
Ian Busby ....................................... 0118 984 2327
Lucy Heyn ..................................... 0118 984 2129

To serve on Pangbourne PCC 
Tony Bacon ................................... 01491 671 440
Graham Beckett .......................... 0118 984 4456
Chris Dobby .................................. 0118 941 7759
Luci Heyn ....................................... 0118 984 2129
Jill Palfrey ....................................... 0118 984 2698
Graham Sharpe ........................... 0118 984 5232
Judith Sumner ........................................................ 

 

 Tidmarsh representative 
Susan Worthington ....................... 0118 984 2937

Sulham representatives 
Gill Haggarty ................................. 0119 984 4122
Gillian Alderton ............................. 0118 984 2729
Judith Sumner ........................................................ 

Friends of St Laurence 
Mike Kenyon, Chairman ............. 0118 984 2768
Jon Chishick, Secretary ............... 0118 984 3666

Government 
MP for Reading West 
Alok Sharma (Conservative) ...... 0118 945 4881

Councillors for the Purley on Thames Ward 
Tim Metcalfe (Conservative) ...... 0118 942 8001
David Betts (Conservative) ......... 0118 967 8280

Tidmarsh with Sulham parish councillors 
Mike Broun (chairman) ................ 0118 984 3114
Colin Pawson (vice chairman) ... 0118 984 2619
Jo Wheeler (clerk) ........................ 07766 692 235
Jon Chishick .................................. 0118 984 3666
Jim Hutchinson .............................. 0118 984 1860
Mirian Kennet ................................ 0118 984 5194
Steven Webb ................................ 0118 984 4194

Libraries 
Pangbourne .................................. 0118 984 4117
Newbury ........................................ 01635 519 900

 

Advertising 

If you would like to advertise in our magazine, please call Jenny Cope on 
0118 984 3466 or send an e-mail to tws.parishmag@googlemail.com. 

Prices for one year: Prices for six months: 
Full page – £100 Full page – £50 
Half page – £60 Half page – £30 
Quarter page – £35 Quarter page – £17.50 

We can design your advertisement for you for an additional, one-off fee of £10! 

 

mailto:tws.parishmag@googlemail.com�
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Useful contacts (continued) 
 
Medical 
The Boat House Surgery 
Whitchurch Road, Pangbourne 0118 984 2234

NHS Direct 
 ............................................................... 0845 46 47

Berkshire West Primary Care Trust 
Reading office ............................. 0118 950 3094
West Berkshire office (Newbury) ... 01635 42400

Parish magazine committee 
Jenny Cope (editor) .................... 0118 984 3466
Gillian Alderton............................. 0118 984 2729
Alison Boyland .............................. 0118 984 5202
John Butler .................................... 0118 984 2621
Alan Maskell .................................. 0118 984 5326
Jennifer Nutt ................................. 0118 984 2370
Julia Sheppard ............................. 0118 956 1820

Police 
Emergencies .................................................... 999
All non-emergencies .................. 0845 8 505 505

Public transport 
Rail travel 
First Great Western ....................... 08457 000 125
National Rail enquiries ................ 08457 48 49 50
TrainTracker (train times/fares) .. 0871 200 49 50

 

 Bus travel 
Reading Buses ................................ 0118 9594000
Newbury Buses ............................... 01635 567500
Thames Travel ............................... 01491 837 988

Traveline 
National/local bus, train, coach, 
ferry and underground info ....... 0871 200 22 33

Scouts and girl guides 
Beavers, Simon Pickett ................ 0118 933 1615
Cubs, Jane Barkshire .................... 07811 446 488
Scouts, Simon Pickett ................... 0118 933 1615
Rainbows, Helen Randall ............... 01635 48765
Brownies, Clare Pincock .............. 0118 984 4286
Guides, Helen Randall .................... 01635 48765
Rangers, Helen Randall .................. 01635 48765

Village hall committee 
Peter King (chairperson) ............. 0118 984 4213
Denise Randell (bookings) .......... 07909 114 213

West Berkshire District Council 
Main switchboard ........................... 01635 42400
Streetcare ....................................... 01635 519080
Planning applications ................... 01635 519111

 

We welcome all advertisements, articles and letters submitted for inclusion in the 
magazine but the editor reserves the right to refuse, alter or amend material for any 
reason. The editor accepts no responsibility for, nor necessarily agrees with, views 
expressed in such submissions. 

Please email any items, including photographs, for the next edition of magazine to 
tws.parishmag@googlemail.com by 15 February at the latest. 

Whilst we make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this 
magazine, the editor cannot accept responsibility for the consequences of any errors 
or omissions that may occur. 
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